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and when these knives suddenly flash

—produced perhaps from some disciplined anus—
one grasps at once the steel-bright horror

in the morning air

and how soft and vulnerable is naked flesh
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“Blue champagne” they called him
—the most popular “girl” in the place;
so exciting perhaps, or satisfying:
young certainly, with youthful curves

—this was most highly prized.

And so he would sleep with several
each night

and the song once popular on the hit-parade
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became his nickname.

By the time I saw him he was older

(George saw the evil in his face, he said)

and he had become that most perverse among
the perverted:

a “man” in the homosexual embrace

who once had been the “woman”.
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Perhaps most terrible are those who beg for it,

who beg for sexual assault.

To what desperate limits are they driven
and what fierce agonies they have endured
that this, which they have resisted,

should seem to them preferable,

even desirable.
FHRITE I,

the other sought escape
in fainting fits and asthmas

and finally fled into insanity:

so great the pressures to enforce sodomy.
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Surreptitious wisps of melody

Down the damp grey concrete corridors

Joy
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With a small space of sky

cut off by walls

of bleak hostility

and pressed upon by hostile authority
the mind turns upwards

when it can—
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and the graceful unimpeded motion of the clouds
—a kind of music, poetry, dance —

sends delicate rhythms tremoring through the flesh
and fantasies course easily through the mind:
—where are they going

where will they dissolve

will they be seen by those at home

and whom will they delight?
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But through my delight
thudded the anxious boots
and a warning barked
from the machine-gun post

on the catwalk.

And it is the brusque inquiry
and threat

that I remember of that night
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rather than the stars.
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A troubadour, I traverse all my land
exploring all her wide-flung parts with zest
probing in motion sweeter far than rest

her secret thickets with an amorous hand:
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I am the exile
am the wanderer
the troubadour

(whatever they say)
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And I am driftwood

on an Algerian beach

along a Mediterranean shore

and I am driftwood

Others may loll in their carnal pool

washed by tides of sensual content

in variable flow, by regulated plan
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but I am driftwood
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The sounds begin again;
the siren in the night
the thunder at the door

the shriek of nerves in pain

Then the keening crescendo
of faces split by pain
the wordless, endless wail

only the unfree know.

Importunate as rain

the wraiths exhale their woe
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over the sirens, knuckles, boots;

my sounds begin again.

CNTEITOEOGFEN, CNEHATIHTZHEGOEERRE U THRO B LGS T -
TIZENIE D, THIF ETFALTE & OBRIITE T - e b 7Eh5, exile LIk, 29 L7
fRIEMi7zn T LEO, FARE K LLEEEMATICLBRUNIER SRR 5, ZOHE
SR, WOEFIHRITEAET 2 UDIXflA EZ ADIMNEEIZIEZ N S0, £HITxd 512,
HADOHRA L TORBEI T DD, HEHITHEOFITHRN TE > 2t HEDO A1 - 1, 5
BB Th UL, OB AEHRBODORLEAALN, ThERED WA 5D, FFAIR.

—HOT7 7 A ETEET S, UThEdb, TN TR FVICOTET LKA, o THN
3. FFADHIZ 2K E 1E, — I IFEAE S WO BRI ISR b D72 5 7o, exile 1375
7o, EO—HOHME L THAMFTAL WS BFEEBE B, ThTERERERLE LS,
TEULMITEI) TH B, FRINTEIF, Vo THEHE > T, IS I NI &
TREMLIT IS, KKELS, £S5 LB THOMEED LB s Ic LD, FEAIRED X
HRFFEFRZEIDIEAL S D
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1978 4R AR @D Stubborn Hope % AT H & 5o T 7 U A RHROFER U Z OMhFFEN S - 72
D& EBIT, exile LIk, A Simple Lust RIKDIEMELDITHBIETH 5, exile 1278 - T 12 4
DIFLOENREESA SN THREBDNEZFEADE > T B0, ZOKEEAZL T TH-T
AL,

BICEEEDITLGHBIIRI TS, BHTREE, FHECEEhE V=70 b,
IRBRITE T 72 A Simple Lust REEDIEMEETH 50 HKITH T SN 72GEITHE > THA NI, 50
TERDOFEP SIRATEMBFTH B, TIITBLT, “I” (FL) OHFRBOLDITITE LI TO B M,
HDICNDIFZENTH B, REHICHAZ 27256, 50 fEEOEMD S B, “1” (FL) Z#H-> T
5D, FOBIEELHFELED TS, BIZTANIE. RUEBICEZENSOWAS, 20954
TR DE, ZLRBEVHETHELEVIHIFEHLETH S, ThWAITKRIKRESINILELEL SN
B, o, WAMTHBZ &1, BELTEDOXEREEBEIDEAL I I, £, FEA
A% China Poems 738 U T n]f ﬁ%@ﬁm THERULAZEEBZE, BBESSOKEN, 20D
ZEEL T (RN OFERZ NI ELER, U LTHBETRRBEVLEAS, boEnZid, 17
(FL) A2HERT B0 21T, ﬁli%ﬂ<aoto ZHRDOMBLNE D, HE=KANTHSZ
L3, EBENTHAWERICHE-T) LotARBKREERMEN G Lch 0, iR
TEZHTHLABYD, ZTNET AN, HIMOEWOAERTIEEIARFOETITH -7, W
ZIT. HATHOFRCHEH U TREERAKL EWD T ER DM, %5bt@é&“”(ﬁ)

HoREDBR, HB0E, TOMEFAITE > TOER N &R LU0 T, BRI
FKOFTENHZ TN 5,

e Z i, FHEEYOFOVOEDRIRDLIITIRLE B,

I come and go
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a pilgrim

grubbily unkempt

stubbornly cheerful

defiantly whistling hope

and grubbing for crumbs of success

out of all near-defeats

WA IO RITIR. 72EZE. ROESHESTH B,

Again and in another way I triumph
simply by this trust in their awareness
through the guard of distance

the cloak of space

the complex riverlock of circumstance
that impedes the flow of knowledge

and of facts

ZLUT “I” (BL) OFREB. AR ROLSBFE P OHAMB I ENTEEKEA,

What am I in her eyes?
half-white, half-black —

chiefly half-white:

for her, with her own hang-ups,
coursers of darker hue,

mine is an alien image

a mixed ambivalent viscid thing
repellent; ambiguous,

in a less-hostile no-mans-land:

I am a puzzle, an irritant,

part-envied escaper, part pitied.

MLTEAR, 7 EZEF, RO K BN EH 5,

With my customary restraint
customary control
customary discretion
customary sagacity
customary wisdom

I will be silent:

knowing he is capable of spite
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knowing he can do harm
damage
can injure the cause
I will be silent
and exercise my customary virtue:
but it is a virtue I am doubtful of
am suspicious of
am sometimes contemptuous of:
Yet I will be silent

and perhaps applaud myself.

Bl G2 & L aEML ST, “17 LD “we” DIFINEFEE LTHEYITH 2 DIE,
UDTEIETEROD, T LAEBPRONABLA B s2FITE>TE, “I” THEH
T XD ELBIRO I, EIEWH DD, 95 LicBBORIEICBILZER LianZ &
. D ZDEDFIHIZ PR EBPHBPBREEND LD OSNBNI ENSGATH, W
HEBZBKEAD, INEEOHEEBMETHE I EIEDLDIIBNELTH, £H LK
M2 A SHEATHEBE S ET2HITE > TR, IRWA, &2 ER EFiE LB HE RS
2L %, ML T, exile TH B I EE2L ULAFMMITZ I ANLFEAR, B ICIRE
LEnEn), HnEZFEoRO0T SHEICED 2 2 Ei2bi b, TOEKRM ST, REIC
BIM L7z THROESN S “I will besilent” &I FFAjb, 29H 6L 25BN ENL-K
THARPE S EBARAE LIC, L UA [HEPOZFOTP 2 00 &0 - APk & L Tat
NEZREKAH, TNTIZ, KEDITDO “and perhaps applaud myself” & U9 55T & 4 =
TL %o WA B, MAOEEZRTIAN SN I NEMfEEFL, £/, BTHOMEHEL ME -
FTCHEAYOHOTYW 2 &b B71255,

7ZELH, BIIPFHALR. MFLST S EHHTH S, TN THT, (B0 IE, Thw
ZITZZ), TNEDRERSTAIENTZSE0S, L LWL KD LD, T NDGE
iz, FEAR. AL TE2 LMK, ROKIITEHS 2L TERDTH 5,

Here, of the things I mark

I note a recurring hunger for the sun

—but this is not homesickness,

the exile’s patriate thirst:

At home, in prison, under house-arrest

the self-same smagting* bit me

now is the same as then
and here I live as if still there.

*Afrikaans for yearning
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EMHELTDT IV =5 AN exile &5 - TURE, KHEEZRHE UM EROB & 2R L7
&, RBITBRIEB DN, TOFAT, FEICE  ORRNEIFEn -7 &0 DI,
BETERVREFETH S, LOEPSFHFEETH2HATH S 2 E2RAE, HLUOEEIZEE
WIS, TRTERBIICT A0 F 212H - TiE. FH LU, ‘Letters to Martha’ @ X
IWFERHBHNI, Lo IV, MALRINEBOIEAI N, £9 Lictih, OEDEFHIMM
BDbFTRED -T2, TUDE, AEDHERATRDONIEE, LWDWYBENFNENTH
%o A Simple Lust TWAIE, TIWN— | « LY — 1) OFE%E T ‘For Chief, Stubborn Hope T
WA, A< —L T 7 KJ e Jb—vic#iF 7 ‘In Memoriam: LAH., &5 72fERTH
B, £9F BT, AEVI TN, exile TH ENENEMLT 5, 1 F ) 2O
A BB0E HEERICEBT2F 7Y V7Y T 5 &5 WRHETANS 220 o i,
FI, D AIWBTIFFETD I 5 £ D10, FEARE D LA S Z2R N & L5 FHEIC
HENTORISICEAED, HLLpE, ZoREI. - LTHFOREZLS 2 &i3n
Mol WK E LTORAE XA TR OTBREN N Z O iifilEE Lic LA, Alko L
TERXEEZDLLAZOD, o LTANTROENES S, THRHNE, HBHERELTOK
FENEAD LD > 1IENIE 0D S5 TH B,

T LIEHAD WD TANG] OFREZ/RTHIE LT, BRIFLINIOET 2 &N T
X%, ¥4 ME (EEOBEIROOITE2Z IR T) FIZThiE, 1962 4D Sabotage
Bill TR LT a Rk ZAN=7 TRAEAADS DD o 7o Z2 WD “The mob™, 1967 4F:
® Freedom Day % fil 9 “Today in prison”, exile £ 72D B, HDEREZ TN S5 LN} &
“Sharpeville”, & % W d, FFAIZE > TG FRLRD 7 + VA F — DR AFFIZT L7z “Poems
for Vorster’s resignation”, € U C, V7 z MgEAZ 21 212 > THSH Y EIFE L7 “Re-
membering June 16, 1976” FTdH 5, HUE S ST TS, WIFhboXNy « 74
Z v N TORER %K - 72 “Robben Island sequence” ¥ “On the island”, Group Areas Act @
LTI E =2 ¥ 5172 South End 25 “For them Burness Street is a familiar entity” %
V7 hOEERS B EF “In the dark lanes of Soweto” & W » 72/EM b FHEEOSFHIZ A
NTEP UL BVEEER>TND, TOXIICLTATLSE, TZR e T—FRENS
FADOAKH LI, Uoid, HEFAZZORELT 2 LS BWANFADZNTIZE D > 2D
L EEBEWZ S DM, TOERTIE, FADBEOHIC [ (troubadour) | 1T
NIcDIF, REBMBIZ 72D TR BN EBBDNTL %, bLEZD LD BRNEFFIIE
Mmoteb, exile DRFICHEZRT I E AL, “we” ZHHITT2582mM7 7Y AENTHE <
EMNBT T ZEBTERIEAI TR TIV—72%5HLB [HERE] L. 2D LD
IKABIELTEELIITEDN S,

BBIC, ARTRID BF 2 2 &0 TE Q> FIOVLT, AL TR E 2, O
&EDIE. Stubborn Hope YLD “Swatches of brassy music” &> 72/ENTH 5, ZDFEL, 0
Ny« 7472 FTORBRPIEIZIZ > TOB XS IHD S M, 9 AICHF 7 “Robben Island
sequence” ® “On the island” & - 72/ER EFERT D BE U TIIX 2 MICNEIZENT
Hb, KMOFEHROHNEES 2 LT, FHARFEZNARICREL XS Likdb 5, TOEE
RIS ZEEO IO, ZhTOT, MU 2 b00FERIEIELD, FAIKLTE, 7
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5LWEBHICET 21EMERZ B0, exile DERDEIEITIHE 2 ENB M-S, ZDX
KNI Z, FADOFHRMI TP I ENTELZONL LN, ThERIE, BAL
b b o TN, £ LciREEA DT T, e OIEMETRAELTYL 5, FFAD
EEMAEBU T, AFTHMUIcErI LB ThERDS 2 EEWEROMDE LN,

* RFRIIBOTHEHLAETF R MITHROEEDTH S,
Dennis Brutus, A Simple Lust (Heinemann, 1973)
___________________ , Stubborn Hope (Heinemann, 1975)
Lee Sustar & Aisha Karim eds, Poetry & Protest: A Dennis Brutus Reader (Haymarket, 2006)



