
Introduction

WhentheissueofAfricaneducationisraised,thefirstthingsthatcometomindarethedrastic

deteriorationofacademicstandardsandfacilities.HoweverasAfricastandstobethemostyouthful

continent,thequalityofeducationneedstobeimprovedatalllevelsinordertogivethenextgeneration

anopportunitytocreateabetterfutureforthemselvesandtheircommunities.Thesub-Saharan

governmentsneedtoembarkondevelopingtheeducationalsectorwhichisperceivedtobeinadequate.

Thegovermentsareexpectedtoacquireandadaptglobalknowledgeandcreatelocalknowledgeinthe

improvementofhumanresourcesandinvestintechnologiestofacilitatetheacquisitionofknowledgeand

skills.

However,thisarticlewilladdressthecurrentsituationoftheeducationsystemfromthepre-primaryto

universitylevels.Themainchallengeswillbementionedwithabriefsuggestionsofwaystoovercome

them.

Participationineducation

Theeducationsystemisdividedintopre-primary,primary,secondaryandtertiarylevels.Durationin

eachofthelevelsvariesfromcountrytocountry.

Pre-primaryeducation

Actuallykindergarteneducationformsthestageoflearningprocess.Thegoalistopreparethechildfor

successinprimaryschools.ButmanyparentsinAfricacannotaffordtosendtheirchildrentokindergarten

becauseofthehighcostoffees.Only20％ ofyoungchildrenwereenrolledinpre-primaryeducationby

2012.Unfortunatelythough,mostcountrieswithpre-primaryeducationprogramshaveuntrained

teachers,lessmaterialsandineffectivecurriculum.
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Abstract

ThispaperlookscloselyattheeducationsystemoftheSub-SaharaAfricancountries.Educationsystemsinthis

regionwereinheritedfromtheircolonialmasters(GreatBritain,Franceetc.).UnlikeBritain,alltheFrancophone

countriesadoptedfreeeducationfrom France(EducationForAll).Onlyfew Anglophonecountriessuchas

Zimbabwe,Nigeria,Swazilandetc.withfreeprimaryandsecondaryeducation.Ingeneralthecompulsory

educationisfrom 5to14years;aprocesswhichhelpstomaximizetheenrollmentrateofAfricanschoolage

children.

Despitetheseverechallengesrangingbetweentheshortageofinstructionalmaterialsandtheunqualifiedteaching

staff,morestudents(60％)arecurrentlyenrolledinschoolsacrossAfricathaneverbefore.



Primaryeducation

Sub-SaharanAfricahasmanifestedthegreatestimprovementinprimaryeducationenrollment

comparedtootherregionsintheworld.CommittedtotheMillenniumDevelopmentGoals,from62-149

millionstudentsenrolledinprimaryschoolsacrossAfricabetween1990-2012.

InmostpartsofAfrica,childrenstartprimaryeducationwhentheyare6or7yearsandtheyspendthe

nextsixyearsinprimary(inGuinea,Ghana,andSenegaletc.),7yearsinthecaseofZambia,Swaziland

Mozambique,Zimbabwe,and8yearsinEthiopia.Asmanyas15countriesin2012eliminatedschoolfees

inprimaryschoollevel,awaytoencourageparentstosendtheirchildrentoschool.Yetnocountryinthe

regionhasachievedtheUniversalPrimaryEducationwhichissubsequentlyreplacedbytheUniversalBasic

EducationincountrieslikeGuinea,Nigeria,Zimbabwe,Ethiopiaetc.

Themainsubjectsofinstructionaremathematics,languagesofinstruction(English,Frenchetc.),science

andsocialstudies.Pupilsmustwearuniformstoschool.Classroomsarecongestedwithinsufficientseats

andteachers;especiallythoseinruralorremoteareashavelittleornoexperienceinteaching.Completing

primaryeducationlayfoundationforbuildingknowledgeforsecondaryeducation.

Secondaryeducation

Childrenwhograduateinprimaryschoolsproceedwiththesecondaryeducationusuallyattheageof

12or13dependingonthecountry.Thefirstpartofsecondaryeducationknownasmiddleorjuniorhigh

schoollastsforfour(4)yearsinallFrancophonecountries,three(3)yearsintheAnglophoneandother

countriesexceptforZambiawhichistwo(2)years.Thesubjectsofmiddleschoolare:Mathematics,

science,socialstudies,religiousandmoraleducation,physicaleducation,nativelanguagestudies,and

foreignlanguageslikeEnglish,Portuguese,SpanishorFrench.

Attheendofthatphase,thechildsitstoajuniorsecondaryschoolexaminationtobepromotedtohigh

school,whichalsolastsfor2yearsinMozambiqueandEthiopia,3yearsinFrancophonecountries,and4

yearsinmanyAnglophonecountries.Subjectsaredividedintothreestreamsorbranchesnamely:Science,

CommercialandArts.Compulsorysubjectsathighschoolare:mathematics,biologyorhealthscience,

andEnglish,FrenchorPortugueseetc.

Thereareequallytechnicalsecondaryschoolsforbothacademic(formal)andspecializedskills(informal

education).Studentswhograduatefromhighervocationalinstitutesacquiretechnicalskills(likewelding,

plumber,architectureetc.)thatenablethem tobeattractivetoinformaljobsandcontributetothe

economicgrowthoftheircommunities.

Tertiaryeducation

Institutionsofhighereducationprovidethelaststageofformaleducationwhichtakesaminimumof3

yearsinmanyfrancophonecountriesincludingGuinea,4yearsinothercountries,exceptforcourseslike

medicinewhichlastlonger.HighereducationissignificantforAfricanyoungpeopleandsocietyasit

createsbetteremploymentopportunities,improvedqualityoflifeandgreatereconomicgrowth.To

enhancetheseopportunities,schoolcurriculum needtoinvolvetherighteducationandtrainingin

today・sworkforce.

Unfortunately,only5％ -3millionofAfricanyoungpeopleareenrolledinhighereducation.Thethree

degreeprogramsareBachelor・s,MastersandPhDinvariousfacultiesofstudies.Collegesofeducation

acrossthecontinenttrainteachersforadurationof3-4years.Andholdersofteachers・certificatesoften

seekadmissionintouniversitiestoobtainBachelor・sdegreeineducationwhichcouldincreasetheirchances

toteachatsecondarylevelsorbecomeprincipals,headmasters/headmistresses.
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Challengesoftheeducationsystem insub-SaharanAfrica

ThemainchallengesfacingtheAfricaneducationareasfollows:

1.Languagebarriers

AlthoughUNESCO recommendedthatchildrenintheirearlyeducationshouldbetaughtintheir

nativelanguages,almostallAfricanschoolsuseForeignlanguages(English,French,SpanishorPortuguese)

atschoolswhichmakesitdifficultforthechildrentounderstandthelessonsandacquireknowledgeand

skills.

2.Lackofproperfacilitiesorinfrastructure

Anotherproblemintheeducationsystemisthelackofschoolingfacilitiesormaterials.Thegovernment

schoolsareveryfewandclassroomsaretoocongestedwithabout60-70studentsinprimaryschoolsand

over80studentsinsecondaryschoolclassrooms.Thiscanbedifficultfortheteachertouseabetter

approachforactuallearningtooccur.Atthesametime,onlyfewpublicschoolsacrosssub-SaharanAfrica

possessenoughtextbooksorlibraries,laboratoriesandgoodtoiletfacilities.Thelackoftheseessential

facilitiesleadstudentstonotreadingordoingeffectiveresearchandlearningwillonlybemoreoftheory

thanpractical.

3.Lackofqualifiedteachingstaff

Oneofthekeyreasonsfortheloweducationratesinsub-SaharanAfricaisthelackofcompetentor

qualifiedinstructors.Andmostoftheschoolsintheruralareasforexampleloosegoodteacherstothe

urbancenters.Thisisbecausetheyliveinapoorcondition,poorcareeradvancement,theyareeven

neglected.Sotheycometobigcitieslookingforbetterpaidschoolsandjobs.Thiscreatesinequalityof

educationopportunitiesbetweenstudentsintheruralareasandthoseinthecitiesaswellasbetweenthose

whogotopublicandprivateschools

4.ResignationandEmigration

ManyqualifiedandskillededucatorsinAfricanschoolsoftenresignfromtheirpostsduetolowsalaries

andpoorlivingcondition.Someevenmigrateoverseasseekingforgreenapastures.Thisleadstothe

shortageofqualifiedorexperiencededucatorsinAfricanacademicinstitutions.

5.Conflicts

Manysub-SaharanAfricangovernmentsspendmoreonmilitarydevelopmentthaneducationbecause

armedconflictisthebiggestthreatsoneducation.Mostofthedropoutchildrenconsequentlyremain

joblessandpoor-asituationthatdrivesthemintocriminalactslikearmedrobbery,terrorismandcivil

wars.Conflictandfragilehumanconditionscanalsoleadtothedisplacementofschoolgoingchildreninto

refugeeordisplacedcampswherethereislittleornoaccesstoeducation.Congo,Soudan,Somali,Angola,

NigeriaBurundiEthiopiaetc.aregoodexamplesofthissituation.

6.Corruptionineducation

Ingovernmentfundedschools,parentsareobligedtopayillegalorextrafeeswhichgointothepockets

ofschooladministrators.Mostschooladministratorsandfinancialdirectorsalsoembezzleandmismanage

schoolfundsduetolackofexperienceinthejob.Someteachersandadministratorsarealsofunofsexual

abuse,alcoholism,andabsenteeism.
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7.Politics

PoliticalinstabilityandinfluencesareattheforefrontofeducationinAfrica.Inmorepopulated

countrieslikeNigeria,thereisatugofwarbetweenthefederalandlocalgovernmentastowhoistorun

education.Admissionsinuniversitiesandcollegesaredonebypoliticiansandnotbyeducators.Eventhe

recruitmentofteachersisinfluencedbypoliticians.ThesepracticesareverycommoninNigeriaandSouth

Africa.

8.PovertyanddiseaseslikeHIV/AIDS

AspovertyrategetshigherinAfrica,mostparentswithmanychildrencannottakecareoforprovide

basicneedsandservicesfortheirkids.Asaresult,manyofthemdropoutofschools,somerunsmall

businesses,whilstothersbecomethieves,prostitutes,ordooddjobsinthesociety.Generallyparentsareso

muchbusy(inmakingmoney)thattheycannolongerhavetimetomonitortheirchildrenacademic

evolutionorprogress.

Moreover,Over40％ ofAfricanfamiliesliveinslumswherechildrenareexposedtounhygienic

environments.Thisaffectstheirhealthconditions,asmanyfallsickanddieofsicknesseslikemalariaand

fevereveryyear.AnotherdiseasethatcausesdisasterintheeducationsystemisHIV/AIDS.Incountries

likeZambia,LesothoandothersouthernAfricancountries,3-4out10teachersandstudentsdieof

HIV/AIDSwhichreducesthepopulationofeducatedelitesinthosecountries.

9.WeaknessofNGOs

AlthoughNGOsareseriouslycontributingtotheimprovementofeducationbydeliveringacademic

services,theirworkisoftenthreatenbygovernmentswhofeeldisturbedbytheNGOsactivitiesthatview

themselvesasseparateentitiesfulfillingmoralresponsibilities.

10.Genderdisparityineducation

Themainfactorreducingfemaleeducationispoverty.Forexampleinfamilieswithmanychildren,

whenthecostofschoolingismoreexpensive,girlsareusuallydeprivedoftheirrighttoeducationwhich

cansubsequentlyleadtotheirearlymarriagesand/orunwantedpregnancies.GenderrolesoftheAfrican

cultureisalsoaffectinggirlswhomanagetobeatschools;theyshoulddothehouseworks(washingclothes,

cleaning,cooking,fetchingwateretc.)whichminimizestheirtimetostudyatschoolandathome.The

largenumberofgirlsoutsideformaleducationisamajorcausetothechallengesonthedevelopmentof

Africa.

Proposedsolutions

InordertoovercomethechallengesintheeducationsystemofAfrica,thefollowingstepsordecisions

needtobetakenorfollowed.

1.Thereshouldbeaneffectiveandregularteachertrainingprogramswithefficientprovisionof

resourcesasteachingaids.

2.Regulartrainingforadministratorsinchargeofstudiesandfinanceisessential.(asteachers・

professionaldevelopment)

3.Moreschoolsaretobebuiltinordertoreducetheenrollmentrateinclassesandrecruitmentofmore

qualifiedteacherswithmoreinstructionalmaterialsandsupport.

4.Thereshouldberegularandefficientinspectionandfeedbackforteachersandadministratorsof

schoolsacrossAfrica.Thatwillhelptoreinforcetheirabilitiesofteaching.

5.Governmentshouldreformand/orreviewtheacademiccurricularforpromoting,meaningfullearning
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outcomesmatchingtotheskillsofgloballabormarketorworkforce.

6.Therecruitmentofteachers,admissionsofstudentstoschoolsanduniversitiesshouldbedoneby

educators(basedonmerit)andnotbypoliticians.

7.Governmentsshouldempowerandmobilizelocalcommitteeslikeparents-teachersassociationsto

fightagainstallformsofcorruptioninschoolcommunities.

8.Governmentsshouldempowerteachersbycompensatingverycompetentandhardworkingteachers

andincreaseteachers・salariesforbetterlivingconditions,especiallyforthoseintheruralareas.

9.Thereshouldbeequalnumberofboysandgirlsatschoolsinordertolimitoreradicategender

inequalitypoverty,hungeranddisease.

10.NGOsmusteffectpoliciesandcreatepolicychangesthatsupporttheirprojects.

ForeignaidtosupportAfricaneducationfocusingonjapan

WithregardstothesevereproblemswhichleadtothedeteriorationofthequalityofAfricaneducation,

foreigngovernmentsandNGOstooktheleadtocollaboratewithAfricangovernmentsinorderto

strengthenitseducationsystem.Thewell-knowndonorcountriesare:Japan,throughtheJapaneseministry

ofeducation,culture,sports,scienceandtechnology(MEXT),JICA,andtheTokyoInternational

ConferenceonAfricanDevelopment(TICAD),America(USAID),GreatBritain,Germany,Franceetc.

UNESCO,UNICEF,theWorldBank,IMF,APECetc.areamongthemostpopularinternationaldonor

organizationssupportingAfricaneducation.

Moreprecisely,forthepastfourdecadesnow,theJapanesegovernmentthroughMEXTandTICAD

havebeenagoodfriendassistingAfricancountrieslikeGuinea,Uganda,Senegal,Mozambiqueetc.in

buildingschoolsandprovidingappropriateschoolingmaterialsaswellasgrantsandinternshipsfortheir

teachers.ItaimsatcontributingtothecapacitybuildinganddevelopmentofAfricaneducatorsand

schools.

Moreover,duringtheTokyoInternationalConferenceonAfricanDevelopmentheldinYokohamain

2013,theJapanesePrimeMinisterAbeShinzoannouncedanewAfricanBusinessandEducationpolicy

knownasABEinitiatives.Thesenewinitiativesaim atprovidingasmanyas1.000scholarshipsand

internshipsandinternshipstoyouthsofAfricatostudyinJapaneseuniversities.TheABEmaster・sdegree

andinternshipsprogramsactuallyprovideopportunitiesforyoungAfricanpersonneltodevelopthe

requiredandeffectiveknowledgeandskillsforthedevelopmentofAfricaneducationandtheirindustries

oreconomiesatlarge.TheseprogramswillalsoenhanceorreinforcetheJapanese-Africanbusiness

partnershipsinthefuture.
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