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Geographical learning in junior high school social studies about social dispute
issues for the purpose of enhancing consciousness of social participation
: Through utilizing activities of decision-making in the scene of international exchange

NAGATA Shigefumi

{Abstract)

The phrase “formation of a sustainable society” was introduced to the Japanese
curriculum guidelines in the 2008 and 2009 edition. In response to these changes,
geographical education has paid more attention to the process of social participation.

The researcher proposes that a geographical learning theory of the “Learning of
Social Dispute Issues” can provide a new approach to fostering citizenship in Japanese
geographical education. The researcher sets domains of cultural friction, environ-
mental destruction, and social gap as the scope of social dispute issues. “Learning of
Social Dispute Issues” in junior high school allow students to perform the activities of
description, explanation, value judgment, decision-making related to social dispute
issues of the national scale.

The researcher performed lessons related to the three domains of social issues in a
junior high school. Students are asked to recognize the conditions and causes and
perform decision-making towards solutions to these issues at the national scale.

The result of questionnaires and worksheets showed that these lessons utilizing
activities of decision-making in the scene of international exchange deepened

geographical recognition and enhanced consciousness of social participation.
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