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A status study on responsible environmental behavior
in environmental education in the US

In this study, I examine the arguments of instruction for responsible environmental behavior (REB) in
environmental education in the U. S. A.
The following subjects are considered :
1. Relationships between REB and other environmental education goals
It is widely thought that REB is the ultimate goal of environmental education, and that REB is
achieved in parallel with other environmental education goals.
2. Relationships between REB and contributing factors
Many studies of contributing factors of REB found some major factors, such as environmental
sensitivity, locus of control and knowledge of action strategies. On the other hand, criticism of these
studies exists.
3. Contents of REB found in excellent curriculums in the U. S. A.
REB is to be categorized by persuasion, consumerism, political action, and ecomanagement. I review
strategies for promoting these categories of REB.
4. Relationships between REB and education reform.
In the environmental education community , REB is thought of as an effective tool for education
reform.

Finally, I make some suggestions pertaining to environmental education in Japan.
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