
1.Introduction

Japaneseandforeignstudentsinmycourse,OurWorldHeritage,atMieUniversity,during

thespring/summersessionof2015,wereinvolvedinathematiccourseprojectthatcentered

onauniqueaspectofculturalheritageinMieprefecture,theBuddhiststonestatuesof

IshiyamaKannonPark.ThecourseprojectencompassedgeneralresearchaboutBuddhism

andBuddhistcultureandcustominJapan.Followingahalf-dayvisittoIshiyamaKannon

Park,thestudentsworkingtogetherinteamsmadebasictranslationsoftheinformationfrom

theIshiyamaKannonParkpamphlet.Whilestraight,word-for-wordtranslationsinitiated

theprocess,overthecourseofeditingthestudent・swork,Ihaveincludedfurther

translations,introductionsandnotesthroughoutinordertoadvancethenarrativewith

relevantdetailsoutsidetheobligatorysetsoffacts,figuresanddates.Thispapernotonly

incorporatesaninterpretationoftheoriginalJapaneselanguageinformationpamphletbut

alsothatofpersonalresearchincludingnumerousobservationsofthesacredstoneBuddhist

statuesoftheIshiyamaKannonpilgrimageroute.
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【摘要】

世界遺産及び文化財のテーマに基づき、三重県指定文化財の石山観音を対象とし

た文化、宗教と自然を研究するプロジェクトである。生徒は自分たちの足と目と各

自の感性で石仏群を観察、感じることによって、文化や宗教などを勉強と交流する

ことを研究の一環として、取り組みました。また、本研究は文化を通じての国際交

流促進も一つの目的と考えております。
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1-2.ABriefNoteinRegardstoBuddhism andBuddhism inJapan

Althoughnotthefirstorthelasttocomeofthegreatsages,SiddharthaGautama,bornthe

sonoftherulerofasmallkingdomatthefootoftheHimalayasinpresent-dayNepalin563

B.C.,isreveredasthehistoricalBuddha,theultimateTruth.SiddharthaGautamawasneither

aspiritoragod,although,attheageoftwenty-nine,heleftbehindhishouseandhomein

ordertoseektruthandsalvationthroughmentalandphysicalasceticism.Asareligious

monkandhermitforseveralyearshetried,thoughunsuccessfully,toreachthisidealof

eternalinnerpeace. Neardeathduetotheseexcesses,itwasonlyundersuccessive

meditationthathefinallycametoanunderstandingthatalackofcontroloverone・s

behaviors,especiallythatofdesire,wastherootcauseofthesufferingthatpervadedhuman

existence.Abandoningself-mortificationandadoptingmentaldisciplineandrightlivingas

hismantra,Gautama・theBuddha・becamefullyrealized.Forthelastforty-fiveyearsofhis

eighty-yearlife,hepracticedandpreachedalifenotofignorancebutoneofself-controland

righteousness.Hismessagewascarriedonbyfollowersandorganizedintoareligious

philosophy,eventuallysplittingintotwomainschoolsofthought,thestrictlytraditional

TheravadaandthatoftheMahayana,whichholdsthatallsentientbeingscanachieve

enlightenmentthroughadherencetocertainBuddhistprinciples. ItistheChinese

MahayanaversionthatfirsttookholdinJapanuponitsintroductioninthe6thcenturyA.D.

Overthecenturies,theJapaneseformofMahayanahasflourishedespeciallythroughthe

influenceofthefourJapaneseBuddhistsectsofJodo,Shin,ZenandNichirenbeginninginthe

12thcenturyA.D.（Kapleau,1967,pgs.324-327）.

InJapaneseMahayanaBuddhistthoughtandworship,thehistoricalBuddhaGautama,

whileforeverreveredasthegreatteacher,hadfromthevariousmovementswithinJapanese

BuddhismduringtheKamakuraera（1185-1333A.D.）givenwayinprominencetoanother

Buddha,orEnlightenedOne,withthenameofAmidaBuddha,orAmitabha（original

Sanskrit）.IfthehistoricalBuddhaGautamawas,・asafullyawakened,fullyperfected

humanbeingwhoattainedliberationofbodyandmindthroughhisownhumaneffortsand

notbythegraceofanysupernaturalbeing・（Kapleau,1967,pg.325）,thenitwastheAmida

Buddhawhoneversetfootonearth.Rather,hehasfortimeeternal,ruledoveraparadise

inthewest,orPureLandofBliss,whereheawaitsthefaithfulupontheirdeath.Heis,in

otherwords,adivinebeing,atranscendentextensionofthehistoricalGautamaBuddha
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（Varley,1977,pgs.13-14,69-73）.

IntheMahayanaschoolofBuddhism,aBodhisattvaisonewhohasattainedenlighten-

mentbutpostponedfull-Buddhahood（trueenlightenment）untilallsentientbeingscanbe

savedfromtheceaselesscycleofbirth,deathandrebirth.InJapaneseBuddhistworship,the

JizoBodhisattvaandtheKannonBodhisattvaareregardedastwoofthemostimportant

Bodhisattvas.TheJizoBodhisattvaistheguardianofchildrenandtheprotectoragainstevil

spiritsinthesixrealmsofbirth,deathandrebirth.TheKannonBodhisattvaisknownasthe

goddessofmercy,havingthepowertotakedifferentformsoflife（thirty-threeinall）in

ordertoteachandassistallbeings. Originallyamaleform namedinSanskritas

Avalokiteshvara,or・TheGreatCompassionateOne・,theJapaneseformhasevolvedover

timeintoafemalefigureknownbyhernameKannon,or・OneWhoSees,OneWhoHears

All・（Kapleau,1967,pgs.168-169,324,335）.ItishereatIshiyamathattheAmidaBuddha,

JizoBodhisattva,andthevariousformsoftheKannonBodhisattvaareconsecratedinstone

relief.

2-1.IshiyamaKannonPark石山観音公園

IshiyamaKannonParkislocatedinaheavilyforestedareaatthebaseoftheSuzuka

mountainrangeinthetownofGeino,justoutsidethecapitalcityofTsu,innorthwestern

Mieprefecture.Ishiyama,or・StoneMountain・,reachingaheightofaround60meters,was

formedbywhitecoarsegranitewithalayerofkabutogranitethathasanestimatedthickness

ofsome200meters.ThelayerformedfromgeologicalupheavalsduringtheMioceneepoch

（datingfromsometwenty-threemillionuptofivemillionyearsago）andhasundergone

furtherchangesduetonaturalforces.

UmanoSe（馬の背）referstothecraglikeridgeextendingsouthfromthetopofIshiyama,

wherealmostnoplantsortreesgrow.ItiscalledUmanoSeor・horsebackridge・asit

resemblesthefigureofahorsebendingitsneckdowntoeatgrass.Itisinthisareathatthe

majorityoftheIshiyamastoneBuddhiststatuescanbefound.TheverytopofIshiyama

providesa360-degreeviewofthesurroundingforestarea,includingtheSuzukamountain

range,andtheplainsofAnointhedistance.Onaclearday,itispossibletoseetheisland

ofKamishimainIseBayandtheChitapeninsulaacrossIseBay.
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Itwasduringthe2nd through3rd yearoftheHeiseiperiod（1990-1991）thatMie

prefecturecompletedarestorationprojecttorenovateandpreservethe4.83hectares（11.93

acres）oflandthatcomprisestheareaofIshiyamaKannon.Afterthecompletionofseveral

visitorrelatedimprovements,includingreinforcingthepilgrimagepathwithnaturalstone

andwood,theareaofIshiyamaKannonwasofficiallydeclaredIshiyamaKannonPark.

2-2.TheSixFormsoftheKannonBodhisattva六観音

ThereisgoodreasonwhythepilgrimagerouteisnamedIshiyamaKannon.Foritisthe

KannonBodhisattvathathastheuncannyabilitytochangeintomanydifferentforms,

reincarnatingitselfinordertobestserveallsentientbeingswhoseeksalvationfromthecycle

ofbirth,deathandrebirth.Accordingtothe25thchapteroftheLotusSutra,theKannon

Bodhisattvacanreincarnateitselfintothirty-threeforms.WhiletheIshiyamapilgrimage

routevisitsthirty-threestonestatuesoftheKannon,notallofthesereincarnationsare

represented.AtIshiyamaKannonPark,theRokuKannon,orsixformsofKannoninvarying

stylesarefoundalongthepilgrimageroute.ThereistheShoKannon,ortheroot,non-esoteric

formofKannon.TheSenjuKannon,ortheonethousandarmedwithonethousandeyes

Kannon（aroundforty-twoarmsdepicted）.TheJuichimenKannon,ortheelevenheaded

Kannonthatincludesasmallimage,orkebutsu,oftheAmidaBuddhaamongsttheother

headsinitscrown.TheJunteiKannon,orthepureKannon.TheBatoKannon,orthe

horse-headedKannon（whichisseenwiththreeangryheads）.AndtheNyoirinKannon,

havingsixarmstwoofwhichholdawishgrantingjewelandaDharmaWheel.

2-3.TheStoneBuddhistStatuesofIshiyama石山の磨崖仏

ThestoneBuddhiststatuesofIshiyama,carvedoutofthenaturalstoneofthemountain

aswellasfrom additionalstones,arecalled・Magai-butsu・,literallymeaning,・Buddhist

statuescarvedintoarock・.TheIshiyamaKannonpilgrimagerouteasitwindsitsway

throughthenaturalsurroundingsofthewoodsandrockoutcropstoeachBuddhiststatueis

withoutpeerinallofJapan.TherearevariouspilgrimagesitesinJapancontainingmany

slightlydifferentBuddhastatues,ofteninarow,whichhavebeencreatedbythesame

sculptorinarelativelyshortamountoftime.HereatIshiyamaKannon,theBuddhist

statueswerecraftedovertimebyanarrayofartistsinavarietyofsizesandconfigurations

accordingchieflytoastanding・ritsuzo・orsitting・zazo・position.Thearrangementsofmany
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oftheBuddhiststatuesinahalf-reliefshapecombinedwiththeextensiveuseofvarying

sculpturaltechniquesaddstotheoutstandingpeculiarityofIshiyamaKannonParkandto

the・Magai-butsu・themselves.Duetothefragilenatureandtotheconstantweatheringof

thestoneatIshiyama,somestatueswereaddedtowardstheendoftheTaishoera（1912-1926

A.D.）andthebeginningoftheShowaera（1926-1989A.D.）.Inafewexamples,thesenewer

statueshavebeenplacedinsidetheoriginalrocknicheswhereasuponcloserinspection,the

outlinesofthepreviouslyerodedstatuecanbediscovered.

Intotal,therearefortystonestatuesofBuddhistimagesthroughoutIshiyamaKannonPark,

includingthreethathavebeenrecognizedbyMieprefectureashavingimportantcultural

heritage.Thethreeincludethe3.52meterstatueoftheAmidaNyoraiBuddha,the3.24

meterstatueofJizoBodhisattva,andthe2.52meterstatueoftheKannonBodhisattva.

2-4.TheAmidaNyoraiBuddhaStatue阿弥陀如来立像

Attheendofthejourneyalongthepilgrimagepath,theAmidaNyoraiBuddhastatue（

NyoraiisanhonorifictermfortheBuddha）,standingapproximately3.52metersinheight

（actuallyreaching5meterswithfoundation）,andadesignatedimportantculturalproperty

ofMieprefecture,awaitsthetraveler.Thestatue・sconstructiondatesfromtheendofthe

Kamakuraperiod（1185-1333A.D.）.

TheentirefigureoftheAmidaNyoraiBuddhastandsperfectlystraight,andtherobe,or

e-mon,heiswearingflowswithripplesgivingitatruesenseoflifeandmovement.Oneof

themostsurprisingfeaturesofthisgreatstatueisthesmallholethatiscarvedinthemiddle

ofhischest,createdtoholdhand-copiedSutras.TheAmidaNyoraiBuddha・shandgestures,

ormudra,alsogiveanindication（UpperGrade/LowerBirth）thatheiswelcomingdevoted

followerstothehighestrealminthewesternparadiseofthePureLandofBliss（Kapleau,

1967,pg.347）.Whiletheindexfingersandthumbsofbothhandsformacircletheother

fingersremainstraight.Therighthandisraisedwithpalmfacingoutwardandneartothe

middleofthechestoftheAmidaBuddhawhilethelefthandisloweredathissidewiththe

palmofthehandfacingoutward.Thestone-carvednicheoftheAmidaNyoraiBuddha

includestwolargestone-carvedsteps,orKamichiza,thatactasanaltarbasewherethestatue

standsatopthelotuspedestal.

OneWhoSees,OneWhoHearsAll:TheStoneBuddhistStatuesofIshiyamaKannonPark.

―83―



ItisalsoofparticularinteresttonotethecharacterscarvedoutsideoftheAmidaNyorai

Buddha・sfoundationknownasKurikatainJapanese.Thesecharactersareimportantasart

expertshavenotedthattheyappearamongmanywoodentemplesthroughoutJapan,thus

givingusaninvaluableclueforunderstandingthetimeperiodwhenthesebuildingswere

constructed.

Untilaround1500A.D.duringtheSengokuperiod（1467-1603A.D.）aBuddhisttemple

named・Jyo-Ren-Bou・hadstoodacrossthevalleyfromIshiyamaKannonPark.TheAmida

NyoraiBuddhastatuewaslongareveredstatueandvisitedbymanyworshippers.Todayit

remainsoneofthehighlightsandaculminationofone・svisittoIshiyamaKannonPark.

2-5.TheHistoryofIshiyamaKannon石山観音の歴史

TheAmidaNyoraiBuddhastatuewascarvedduringtheKamakuraperiod（1185-1333

A.D.）anditisbelievedthatatthistimetherewasaBuddhisttempleknownas・Jyo-Ren-

Bou・hereatIshiyamabutthisisnotentirelyclear.Accordingtohistoricaldocumentation,

inalocationacrossthevalleyopposingtheAmidaNyoraiBuddhastatueanditshomeof

Ishiyamaor・StoneMountain・,therewasatemplecalled・Jyo-Ren-Bou・thatexistedduring

theSengokuperiod（1467-1603）.Ithasbeenstatedthatthistemplewasinfactmovedfrom

hereatIshiyamatoKusuharavillageinMiyazakiprefecturebeforetheearlyEdoperiodof

theKeianYear（1650A.D.）.ThetempleinKusuharavillageisknownastheOldIshiyama

Kannon・Jou-Ren-Bou・Templeanditremainstheretoday.Interestingly,itissaidthatthe

roadleadinguptotheentrancetotheIshiyamaKannonParkarearesemblestheroutefrom

thesettlementsofKusuharavillageto・Jou-Ren-Bou・temple,includinghavingtocrossover

abridgethatspansasmallcreekwhereaJizo-Bodhisattvastatueislocated.Additionally,

intheopenarealocatedattheentrancetoIshiyamaKannonPark,therewasoncea

san-ryu-do（abungalow,oronestorybuildingusedforsilentmeditationandasceticpractice）

thathadexisteduntilrecentyears.

2-6.JizoBodhisattvaStatue地蔵菩薩立像

DesignatedasanimportantculturalpropertyofMieprefecture,theimpressiveJizo

BodhisattvaattheentrancetoIshiyamaKannonParkstands3.24meterstall.TheJizo

BodhisattvaisshownholdingastaffwithsixringsinitsrighthandandapolishedDharma
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jewelinitslefthand.Notingtheuniqueformofthestaff,itcanbesurmisedthatthestatue

wascreatedduringtheMuromachiera（1337-1573A.D.）.Whiletherocknichewasdeeply

carvedinordertobestprotectthestatue,overtimetheelementshaveeliminatedpartofthe

stafffrom thelowerhalfjustunderthestomachareaoftheJizoBodhisattva.TheJizo

Bodhisattvafigurehasahalo,oren-kou,arounditsheadandanotherhalo,orshin-kou,around

itswaisthelpingtogivethestatueaKokeshi-dolllikeshape.（AKokeshi-dollisatraditional

Japanesewoodendollhavinganelongatedtrunkwithanenlargedhead）.

TheJizoBodhisattvastatue・sfaceisfilledwithagentlesmileandfurthermoreifonetakes

amomenttolookuptohisfacefromthegiantstatue・sfeet,itappearsevenmoreenchanting.

2-7.TheStatueoftheSacredKannonBodhisattva聖観音菩薩立像

Justafterthebeginningofthepilgrimageroute,thestatueoftheSacredKannon

Bodhisattva,designatedasanimportantculturalpropertyofMieprefecture,welcomesthe

traveler.Theheightofthislargestatueis2.52meters.AmongstallthestoneBuddhist

statuesthroughoutIshiyamaKannonParkthisstatueistheonlyonewhoseexactdatesof

creationareclearlyknown.ThehighpriestKaku-junhadanartistfromNara・sToshodai-ji

templecarvethisstatueoftheKannonBodhisattvain1848,thefirstyearoftheKa-eitime

period（1848-1854A.D.）.TheartistinitiatedworkonthesculptureonJanuary25th1848

A.D.andfinishedsomethreemonthslateronMay27th1848A.D.Also,theoriginal

documentsdetailingthisundertakingarestillkeptattheToshodai-jitemplewhereona

scrollitiswrittenthatthisstatue・Sho-hon-boku-tanSai-sho-Kannon-Ryuzo・isdesignated

animportantculturalpropertyofMieprefecture.

ThisstatueisrelativelynewcomparedwithmanyoftheotherstatuesinIshiyamaKannon

Park.Alsoduetothelesserqualityofstonethatitwassculptedfrom,thenaturalelements

haveovertimeleftthestatue,especiallyitsfacialfeatures,heavilyeroded.

2-8.SaigokuSanjusan-kasho西国三十三ヶ所

SaigokuSanjusan-kashoisthecollectivenameforthethirty-threetemplesdedicatedtothe

Kannonbodhisattva,whicharescatteredaroundGifuprefectureandthesixprefecturesin

theKansairegion.Makingapilgrimagetoeachoneofthesetempleshasalonghistoryin
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Japanandhasremainedapopularwayforpeopletoexpresstheirparticulardevotionto

Buddhistbelief.ThebeliefisthatKannonBodhisattvawhichappearsin・MyojoRenge-kyo

KanzeonBosatsufumonHonNo.25・（the25thchapteroftheLotusSutra）,transformsitself

thirty-threetimes,thatiswhyitiscalledSaigokuSanjusan-kasho.Ithaslongbeenbelieved

bymakingapilgrimagetoeachofthesethirty-threesitesthatapersoncouldwashawaysins

committedthroughoutone・slifetime.AtIshiyamaKannonPark,thepilgrimageroute

followsinnumericalorderthethirty-threestonestatuesofKannon.

2-9.TheThirty-ThreeStoneStatuesofKannonBodhisattva:Cliff-SidePilgrimage

Route.西国三十三ヶ所観音の磨崖仏

InthefrontoftheentrancetoIshiyamaKannonParkthereisthesitting・zazo・statueof

NyoirinKannonalsoreferredtoastheBodhisattvaHankazo.Thisstatuewascreatedina

verysimilarstyletothatoftheNyoirinKannonstatueofSeigando-jiTemple,thefirst

templeoftheSaigokuThirty-ThreeKannonPilgrimageRouteoftheNachi-sanmountain

range.SeatedinarelaxedpositionatopthemountainparadiseofFudaraku,theNyoirin

Kannonhassixarms,witheachrepresentingKannon・svowtoassistallbeingsinthesix

realmsofrebirth.Infourofthestatue・shandsarefourseparateobjectsincluding,alotus

bud,aDharmawheel,prayerbeadsandajewel.AfifthrighthandrestsagainsttheKan

non・sfaceandasixthlefthandrestsagainstthegroundattheKannon・sside（Kapleau,1967,

pgs.166-167,345）.

The1st,2nd,8th,and33rdBuddhiststatuesinIshiyamaweremadebysculptorsemploying

asimilarstyleastothatoftheNyoirinKannonstatueofSeigando-jiTemple.Manystatues

hereatIshiyamadateseveralhundredyearsormorewhileatleastthirteenwerecreatedin

theyearsoftheTaishoperiod（1912-1926）andtheearlyyearsoftheShowaperiod

（1926-1989）.ThroughoutIshiyamaKannonPark,thefortyBuddhistimages,including

severalthatareverysmall,withothersbeingquitelarge,helptocreateanatmosphereunlike

anyother.

2-10.TheHashimotoJizoBodhisattvaStatues橋本の地蔵菩薩

OppositethemainentrancetoIshiyamaKannonParkandjustbehindthesmallparking

areathereisasmallpaththatleadsdowntotheriver.Ononesideofastoneoutcropthat
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canonlybeviewedbysteppingdirectlyintotheriverbedaretwoJizoBodhisattva・scarved

intotherockface.Oneisa1.3metertall・ritsuzo・orstandingJizoBodhisattvastonestatue,

andtheotherisa0.75meterhigh・zazo・orsittingJizoBodhisattvastonestatue.These

statueshavebeencarvedintothestoneincludingtheniche,inwhichtheyarepositioned,and

hallowedoutfromtheback.Directlyacrossfromthestatuesontheoppositesideoftheriver

arethreeSanskritcharacterscarvedintothestonefaceindicatingthattheseareJizo

Bodhisattvas.

2-11.OtherBuddhistStatuesatIshiyamaKannonParkその他の石仏

Inadditiontothemainstatuesthroughoutthearea,thoseofKobou-daishi（theGrand

MasterwhopropagatedtheBuddhistteachinginJapan）,Acala（aguardiandiety）,Enno

Gyoja,O-Jizo-sama（theguardiandeityofchildren）,stoneBuddhistimages,andpartsofaGorinto

image（afivestoriedpagoda）arealsobeingpraisedandworshipedhereatIshiyamaKannon

Park.

2-12.SacredSiteofPrayerforRain雨乞いの霊場

AttheentrancetoIshiyamaKannonPark,thereisastonelanterninfrontoftheJizo

Bodhisattvastatue.Theinscriptiononthelanternstates:November1739,MitenCalendar,

Ryoshin,Kusuharavillage,Hayashivillage,Kusubiraovillage・s・Ujiko・.Anujikoisatermusedto

describeapersonorpersonswhoareundertheprotectionofacommunitydeity.Thedeity,

oraguardiangod-likefigure,isknownasujigami.Inthecaseofthesethreevillages,

Kusuhara,Hayashi,andKusubirao,itisthoughtthattheujigamiisagiverofrain,orarain

god.Inadditiontothestonelantern,astonechozubachiorwashbowlcontainstheinscription:

August,MizunoeDragonYear1772,anauspiciousday,Kusuharavillage,Hayashivillage,Kusubirao

Village・s・Ujiko・.Undoubtedly,thevillageelderswereofferingprayerstotheirraingod,

humblybeggingforrain.

2-13.TheMonumentofYashiroMori森弥四郎の碑

Alongtheforestpathofthethirty-threeKannonBuddhiststonestatuesofIshiyama

KannonPark,themonumentofYashiroMoricanbefoundjustinfrontofthenumbereight

KannonBuddhiststatue.YashiroMoriwasamemberofKusuharavillageandapersonwho

becameaseniormaster（leaderoftheWay）havingundergoneextensivereligioustrainingat
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Mt.Omine. OriginallyknownasMt.Sanju,Mt.Omineisasacredmountaintemple

complexinthemountainsofNaraprefecture,knownforitsintensivereligioustrainingbased

ontheteachingsofitsfounder,themysticEnnoGyojaintheeighthcenturyA.D.The

descendantsofYashiroMorihavecontributedtotherestorationoftheBuddhastatuesthat

wererebuiltduringtheTaisho（1912-1926）andearlyShowa（1926-1989）periods.

3.ClosingRemarks

AsignificantportionofthispapermarksforthefirsttimeinpublicationanEnglish

languageinterpretationoftheoriginalJapaneselanguageinformationprovidedaboutthe

sacredpilgrimagerouteanditsstoneBuddhiststatutesknownasIshiyamaKannonPark.It

wouldnothavebeenpossiblewithouttheeffortsfromallthestudentswhoparticipatedin

thiscourseproject.IwouldalsoliketoexpressmysincereappreciationtothetownofGeino

andtothecityofTsuforhelpingtoprotectandpreservethismostsacredandsensitive

environment,IshiyamaKannon.
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