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Modulation of interpersonal distance in spoken Japanese:
Independent uses of addressee honorifics and sentence-final particles

Sachiko KIYAMA

Abstract

The current study examined the interaction between Japanese sentence-final particle (SFP) -yo/ne/yone that
serve as addressee modality and addressee honorifics -desu/masu/gozaimasu, in association with the actual interpersonal
relationships of participants in the conversation. An analysis utilizing linear mixed effects modeling of natural
conversation data among young female native Japanese speakers revealed that Japanese SFPs are used more
often with friends than with strangers. This preference had a stronger influence on the use of addressee honorifics,
than actual interpersonal relationships did. Particularly, -ne and -yone were found to be more likely to occur in
utterances without addressee honorifics than in utterances with them, whereas -yo seemed to be used independently

of addressee honorifics.





