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The Rise and Fall of Toyo Suisan Kaisha:
Takasaki Tatsunosuke in Toba

Tomoaki MURAKAMI

Abstract

This paper examines the rise and fall of Toyo Suisan Kaisha (the Oriental Marine Products Co.) in Mie prefec-
ture from 1906 to 1914. The Toyo Suisan Kaisha was one of Japan’s first modern Sardine-canning companies and
it was promoted by the Meiji government. Previous work leaves many points unclear about this historically
important company. Using primary documents and neglected materials (e.g., Ise Shimbun), 1 show the actual
condition of the company’s business and consider its historical implications. To present of an authentic picture of
Toyo Suisan Kaisha, I focus on the relationship between the national government and local actors (Mie prefecture
and local businesspeople), emphasizing the role of Takasaki Tatsunosuke who, as an engineer, held a mediating
position between the two. The historic legacy of Toyo Suisan Kaisha is due to Takasaki. He established Japan’s

first modern can-manufacturing company and modernized the entirety of Japan’s canning industry.
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