
Introduction

ThepurposeofthispaperistogivepracticalsuggestionstostudentsinsecondaryschoolsinJapanasto

theimprovementoftheircommunicativecompetence.Iwillfirstexaminethesevencharacteristicsof

communicationwhicharerelatedtothefourareasofcommunicativecompetence.ThenIwilldiscuss

developingcommunicativecompetenceinsideaswellasoutsideclass.Finally,Iwillarguespecific

opportunitieswherestudentscanuseEnglishinordertoimprovetheircommunicativecompetence.

1.Communicativecompetenceanditssignificance

BeforeIdiscusscommunicativecompetence,itmightbeusefultolookatwhatcommunicationis.Itis

understoodthattherearenumberlessdefinitionsofcommunication,butherecommunicationisexamined

throughthesevencharacteristicsproposedbyCanale（1983,pp.3-4）asfollows:

（1）Communicationisaformofsocialinteraction.

（2）Communicationinvolvesunpredictabilityandcreativityinformandmessage.

（3）Communicationtakesplaceindiscourseandsocioculturalcontexts.

（4）Communicationiscarriedoutunderpsychologicalandotherconditionssuchasmemoryconstraints

andfatigue.

（5）Communicationalwayshasapurpose.

（6）Communicationinvolvesauthenticlanguage.

（7）Communicationisjudgedassuccessfulornotonactualoutcomes.

Thougheachoneofushashisorherowndefinitionofcommunication,Iclaim thattheseseven

characteristicsreallyelucidatewhatcommunicationisandthattheyhelpteacherswhofocuson

communicativeactivitiesinclass.Ifcommunicativeactivitieslacksomeofthesevenelements,those

communicativeactivitiesshouldbereconsideredandenriched.

Thenhowaboutcommunicativecompetence?AgainIresorttoitstheoreticalframeworkwhichCanale

（1983,p.6）suggests:grammaticalcompetence,sociolinguisticcompetence,discoursecompetence,and

strategiccompetence.Itcanbesaidthatthesevencharacteristicsofcommunicationlistedaboveandthe

fourareasofcommunicativecompetencearenaturallyandcloselyrelatedtoeachother.Forexample,（1）

and（3）withthesociolinguisticcompetence,（3）withthediscoursecompetenceand（6）withgrammatical

competence,etc..

ItisofinteresttonotewhatMEXT（theMinistryofEducation,Culture,Sports,Science,and

Technology）sayaboutcommunicativecompetence.Thereisadefinitionofcommunicativecompetenceby

thePromotionConferenceofCommunicationEducation（2011）referredbyMEXT.TheConferencewas

heldonAugust28,2011todiscussthecultivationofgeneralcommunicativecompetenceofchildren,and

thedefinitionisnotconfinedtolanguageeducationasinthecaseofCanale.AnEnglishtranslationofthe

definitionofcommunicativecompetencebythePromotionConferenceofCommunicationEducationmay

goasfollows:
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・Anability,inagroupofpeoplewithvariedsenseofvaluesandbackgrounds,todeepenmutual

relationship,tocreatehumanrelationshipandteamworksympathizingwithotherpeople,toshare

informationthroughdialogues,toreachmutualagreement,andtosolveproblems,whicharenewor

donothave・correct・answers,throughthinkingdeeplybyoneselfaswellastogether.・（Translationis

mine.）

ThenonAugust26,2016,theDivisionofCurriculumoftheAreaofElementaryandSecondaryEducation

oftheCentralCouncilforEducation（MEXT,2016,p.252）issuedtheReportoftheSummaryofthe

DeliberationSoFarOrientedtotheNextCourseofStudy,etc.withthefollowingwords:

・BasedonthedefinitiongivenbythePromotionConferenceofCommunicationEducation（2011）,

takingintoconsiderationspecialfeaturesinforeignlanguageeducation,theworkinggroup

understandsthatcommunicativecompetenceinforeignlanguagesisanabilitytounderstandand

communicateinformationandideasproperlydependingonthepurposes,situations,circumstances,

etc.ofcommunicationwhiledeepeningtheunderstandingofforeignlanguagesandculturesbehind

them,respectingothers,andconsideringlisteners,readers,speakers,andwriters.・（Translationis

mine.）

Thoughthewordsaboveincludeimportantelementsofcommunicativecompetence,theydonotseemto

bethefinaldefinitionofcommunicativecompetenceinforeignlanguageeducationinJapan.Theymay

changethroughthefurtherdeliberation.Besides,itisalsotruethatthereisnospecificdefinitionof

communicativecompetenceinthecurrentCourseofStudyforEnglisheducationinsecondaryschoolnor

inelementaryschool（MEXT,2010,2011）.Therefore,Iwillfocusonthefourareasofcommunicative

competencebyCanale（1983）comparingthemtothecurrentCouseofStudy（MEXT2010,2011）for

juniorhighschoolEnglish.ItismyevaluationthattheCourseofStudyinquestion,initscomparisonwith

theCourseofStudyforjuniorhighschoolEnglishin1977（NationalInstituteofEducationPolicies）,by

farincludesmoreelementsfromCanale・s（1983）ideasaboutcommunicativecompetence.Firstofall,the

goalofthe1977versiondoesnotincludethephrase,communicativecompetence,whilethecurrentversion

does.Secondly,thedescriptionofthe1977versionismostlygrammaticaloraboutgrammatical

competence,includinggrammaticalstructuresandalistofmorethan500wordstobestudiedinthree

years.Ontheotherhand,thecurrentversionincludesnotonlythegrammaticalstructuresbutalso

functionsoflanguagesuchaspromisingandinvitingreflectingsociolinguisticcompetence.Thirdly,the

currentversionpaysattentiontotheabilitiestosummarizewhatissaidorwrittenandtospeakandwrite

usingparaphrasesreflectingdiscoursecompetence.Finally,stress,intonation,andpausesareemphasized

reflectingstrategiccompetence.Similardifferencesbetweenthe1978and2008versionsoftheCourseof

StudyforseniorhighschoolEnglish（NationalInstituteofEducationPolicies）canbeobserved.

IpersonallyagreewiththedescriptionofthecurrentCourseofStudywhichincorporatesthefourareas

ofcommunicativecompetencebyCanale（1983）.Teachersareexpectedtomakeutmosteffortstofoster

communicativecompetenceofthestudentstheyteach.Itshouldbementionedthatcommunicative

competenceisdevelopedthroughlearningEnglishandpracticingandusingitinthefourskillsoflistening,

speaking,reading,andwriting.

2.Developingcommunicativecompetenceofstudentsinsideandoutsideclass

Itgoeswithoutsayingthatcommunicativecompetencecanandshouldbedevelopedinsideandoutside

class.

2.1Developingcommunicativecompetenceinsideclass

Traditionally,theteachingmethodofPPP（Presentation,Practice,andProduction）hasbeenadopted

foralongtimeinJapan.PPPcanbeincludedinCLT（CommunicativeLanguageTeaching）,whichisa
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broaderandpopularumbrellaconceptmeaningteachinghowtocommunicatethroughcommunication,if

everysinglePisimplementedinclass.

However,inreality,eventhoughinjuniorhighschoolsalltheP・sarecarriedoutingeneral,inmany

seniorhighschools,thelastPisnotcarriedoutfullyforvariousreasonssuchasinsufficiencyoftime,

difficultyoftextbooks,preparationforcollegeentranceexaminations,etc..Therefore,itisurgentthat

everysinglePbeutilizedineveryjuniorandseniorhighschooltodevelopcommunicativecompetenceof

students.InthelastP,studentsarerequiredtouseEnglishthattheyhavelearnedinso-called

communicationactivitiesinnaturalorsemi-naturalsettings.

ItisalsovitallyimportantforteacherstouseEnglishinconductingtheirclasses（SeeAppendix1）.The

currentCourseofStudyforseniorhighschoolEnglishstipulatesthatinprincipleEnglishshouldbetaught

inEnglish（MEXT,2010,2011）.From2020,EnglishistobetaughtinprincipleinEnglishinjuniorhigh

schoolsaswell（MEXT,2013）.・ThesinglemostimportantanddesperateneedisforJTEstouseEnglish

asthelanguageofteachingandlearningintheirclassrooms,・emphasizesPorcaro（2004,p.83）.

AtthesametimetheteacherneedstobearolemodelofusingEnglishnaturallyinclasssothatit

encouragesstudentstouseEnglishinclass,whichisalsoanimportantintentionofMEXT.Gorsuch（2002,

citedinPorcaro,2004,pp.85-86）alsoreferstoresearchthatindicates・ofalltheinfluencesthatcanbe

accountedfor,teachers・previouseducationalexperienceshavethegreatestinfluenceonteachers・eventual

instructionalpractices・（p.9）.・Onepossiblereasonwhysometeachershesitatetoteachtheirclasses

basicallyinEnglishmaybethattheydidnothavearolemodelwhentheywerestudents.

WhenIparticipateinmeetingswithschoolteachers,Iaskthemwhethertheirteachersconductedtheir

classprincipallyinEnglish,andtheanswersareoftennegative.Thismeanscurrentteachersshouldshow

modelssothattheirstudentsareabletoknowhowtoconductclassinEnglishwhentheybecometeachers

inthefuture.

AstotheimportanceofactualuseofEnglish,theoreticallyIespouseusage-basedapproach:

・Usage-basedtheoriesholdthattheacquisitionoflanguageisexemplarbased.Itisthepiecemeal

learningofmanythousandsofconstructionsandthefrequency-basedabstractionofregularitieswithin

them....Theregularitiesoflanguageemergefromexperienceascategoriesandprototypicalpatterns.

Thetypicalrouteofemergenceofconstructionsisfrom formula,throughlow-scopepattern,to

construction.Frequencyplaysalargepartinexplainingsociolinguisticvariationandlanguage

change.・（Ellis,N.C.,2002,p.143）

IbelievethatabundantinputthroughtheuseofEnglishbothbytheteacherandstudentshelpstudents

themselvestoimprovetheircommunicativecompetence.Ofcourse,itgoeswithoutsayingthatinin-class

teachingandlearning,ruleteachingandpracticeiscruciallyimportant;mypointhereistoemphasizethe

importanceofinput.Also,Itisnotofmyopinioneitherthatoutputisnotimportant;onthecontrary,

outputisimportanttoimprovefluencyandaccuracy（Oozeki,2010,p.65;Shirai,2008,pp.148-149）.In

ordertoimproveaccuracy,itisnotpossibletoevademakingmistakes.Itseemsthatmistakesarethekey

totheimprovementofaccuracy,thoughitsoundsparadoxical.

Languagelearningisimpossiblewithoutmakingmistakes.Brown（2007,p.257）says,・Learningis

fundamentallyaprocessthatinvolvesthemakingofmistakes.・（SeeAppendix2）Inordertolessen

mistakes,itisindispensabletoreviewthemistakesandcorrectthemlaterusingdictionariesandgrammar

booksasmuchaspossible.Isay・asmuchaspossible・becauseallthemistakesmaynotberemembered.

2.2Developingcommunicativecompetenceoutsideclass

Asmentionedin2.1,itiscruciallyimportantforstudentstouseEnglishcommunicativelytodevelop

communicativecompetence.Thequestionis,・HowcanstudentsuseEnglishcommunicativelyoutside

classinJapan,whereEnglishisnormallynotusedforeverydaylife.Itmeansifstudentsjustwait,no

opportunitiestouseEnglishcometothem.Rather,studentshavetotrytofind・Englishusingopportu-
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nities・throughtheirowninitiativepositively.Howcantheyfindthem?Wherearethoseopportunities?

Hereletuslookatthesituationsinothercountries:howarestudentsusingEnglishoutsideclass

voluntarilyabroad?Inhisdissertation,St・vring-Nielsen（2006）surveyedtheuseofEnglishoutsideschool

ofelevenSwedish8thgraders,andaccordingtotheSwedishstudents,theyencounterEnglishin・TVshows,

books,whentravelling,computergames,radio,acquaintancesfrom othercountries,music,movies,in

manualsforusingtechnicalequipment.・（p.17）AnotherstudyinSweden,TheNationalEvaluationof

CompulsorySchool,Englishreport（2003,citedinSt・vring-Nielsen,2006,p.12）,foundoutthesimilarresults

thatsecondaryschoolstudentsuseEnglishintheirsparetimeinchattingonthecomputer,writingletters,

surfingtheInternet,readingbooksandtechnicaltexts,listeningtoandunderstandingEnglishsonglyrics,

televisionprogramsandvideosinEnglish.Thereportalsofoundoutaninterestingphenomenonamong

secondaryschoolstudentsinthattheythinkthattheylearnmoreEnglishoutsideofschoolthantheydo

inschool.Anotherinterestingphenomenon,accordingtoSt・vring-Nielsen（2006,p.21）,isthatthose

elevenstudentssurveyedsaidthattheyuseEnglishwhenspeakingSwedish.Thisphenomenonmayhave

somethingtodowiththefactthatEnglishandSwedisharecognatelanguagesasbothbelongtothe

Germaniclanguagefamily.

AnothercountrylookedintoisSouthKorea.ThereisasurveyontheuseofEnglishoutsideclassof

seniorhighschoolstudentsinKoreaandJapan（Benesse,2008）.Accordingtothesurvey,Koreansenior

highschoolstudentsbyfarreadmoreEnglishbooksotherthantextbooks,listentomoreEnglishnewson

televisionandradio,readmorenewsinEnglish,andlistentomoreweatherforecastinEnglishthan

Japanesecounterparts.

SpecificinformationisnecessaryastotheactualuseofEnglishoutsideclassbyJapanesesecondary

schoolstudents,buteventhoughthereislimitedinformationinBenesse,2008asdiscussedintheprevious

paragraphandthereisinformationastothestudyofEnglishathome（Benesse,2014）,Ihavenotbeen

abletofindanymorespecificinformationastotheactualuseofEnglishoutsideclass.Itmaymeanthat

manysecondaryhighschoolstudentsthinkthatEnglishisforstudyingandthattheymaynothaveaclear

imageaboutEnglishasatoolforcommunication,gettinginformation,entertainment,etc.inreallife.

2.3FindingopportunitiestouseEnglishoutsideclass

Asmentionedatthebeginningof2.2,itisofcrucialimportanceforstudentstotrytofindopportunities

andsituationsoutsideclass.Inthissection,Iwilldiscussfivepossibleareasinwhichstudentscanuse

Englishnaturally.TheyareEnglishcamps,videoconferences,Englishspeechcontests,Internetsites,and

creatinganewspaper.

2.3.1Englishcamps

OneofthemostvividandrealisticsituationswherestudentscanuseEnglishspontaneouslyaswellas

withpreparationexposingthemselvestoalotofinputisEnglishcamps.InEnglishcamps,basicallyfrom

thetimeparticipantswakeupandtothetimetheygotobed,theyuseEnglishinordertoleadtheirlives

takingpartinvariousactivities,eatingmeals,talkingfreely,etc..IunderstandthatMiePrefecturebegan

Englishcampsforprimaryandsecondaryschoolstudentsin2014.OnDecember26,2015,Ivisitedan

Englishcamptoobserveit.Oneoftheactivitiesforsecondaryschoolstudentswastopreparea

presentationtointroduceinterestingplacestovisitorsfrom abroad.Theactivitywastimelyasthe

Ise-ShimaG7SummitwastobeheldinMay2016inMiePrefecture.Studentswereworkingona

presentationtalkingandwritinginEnglishwiththehelpofnativespeakerteachersaswellasvolunteer

universitystudents.Anotherinterestingactivitywastheself-introductionofthenineortennativespeaker

teachersinfrontofalltheparticipatingstudents.Itwascharacteristicthatthenativespeakersusedseveral

largedrawingsabouttheirhometownsandthemselvessothatbeginnerslikeelementaryschoolstudents

wereatleastabletoenjoythepicturesandtrytomatchtheEnglishspokentosomeaspectsofpictures.In

MitsuakiHAYASE

―336―



thisself-introduction,itwasalsoimportantforbeginnerstokeeplisteningtothenativespeakerteachers

eventhoughtheydidnotunderstandmuch:TorealizethedifficultyoflisteningEnglishmakesaverygood

starttolearnEnglishforthem.IunderstandthatMiePrefectureplanstohavetwoEnglishcampsin2016,

oneinsummerandoneinwintersothatmanymorestudentscanexperienceusingEnglish.Fukui

PrefecturehasbeenconductingEnglishcampssinceasearlyas2012（FukuiPrefecture）.Also,itismy

understandingthatsomeschoolsinJapanhavetheirownEnglishcamps,whichisveryencouraging.I

reallyhopethatthetimewillcomewhenallthestudentsexperiencetheEnglishcampatleastoncewhen

theyarestudyingEnglishatschool.

2.3.2Videoconferences

AnothervividandrealisticsituationwherestudentscanuseEnglishisvideoconferencing.Withthe

adventofadvancedtechnologyincommunication,itisrathereasyforJapanesestudentstohavevideo

conferenceswithagroupofstudentsinothercountries.Nowthereisasimpleandeasywaytoconnects

twoclasses（orevenmoreclasses）indifferentcountries.Thetechnologicalenvironmenthaschanged

greatlysince1998whenwithacolleagueofmineIbeganvideoconferencingbetweenherclassandaclass

ofanAmericanuniversityusingthreeISDNlines;atthattimethesoundandimagewereoccasionallyand

suddenlycutofffortechnicalreasons.Whenthesoundwasseveredandonlytheimagewasoninonevideo

conference,studentsimprovised・amovietitleguessinggame・gesturingsalientimagesfrommovies.Now

IholdvideoconferenceswithtwoAmericanuniversitiesandoneSpanishuniversitythroughouttheyear.

Shownbelowarepicturesfromtwovideoconferences.

Currently,thereseemstobemanyEnglishclassesacrossJapan,thoughthereisnospecificdatathatI

knowof,whichtakeadvantageofvideoconferencingtogiveopportunitiestostudentstoputintopractice

Englishtheyhavebeenlearning.Forexample,theBoardofEducationofTsucity,Mieprefecture,has

begunaprograminwhichelementaryandjuniorhighschoolsinthecityparticipateinvideoconferencing

withschoolsinothercountries.OnesuchattemptwascarriedoutonMay19,2016betweenamunicipal

juniorhighschoolandaschoolinAustralia（TheChuchichiNewspaper,2016）.

Onebigissueishowtofindapartnerclass.ThemethodoftheTsuMunicipalBoardofEducationisto

sendemailstopossibleschoolsinothercountries（Personalinformation,theTsuMunicipalBoardof

Education,September7,2016）.Thisisonesurewaytofindapartnerschooleventhoughitisnecessary

tokeepsendingemailstofindschoolsinterested.WhenIstartedvideoconferencingin1998,Iwaslucky

asMieUniversityandtheUniversityofNorthCarolinaatWilmingtonbeganavideoconferencing

program togetherwithtwomoreJapaneseuniversities:MiePrefecturalUniversityofNursinganda

universityinIwatePrefecture.Inthisrespect,itmightbeagoodideatotrytofindapartnerschool

throughinternationalexchangerelationshipsatschool,city,andprefecturelevels.Thereisalsoauseful

Internetsitewiththelistoforganizationstohelpcreatingpartnershipbetweenclasses:CONNECTALL

SCHOOLS（http://www.connectallschools.org/node/132295）.Therearealsoschoolswhoaskagenciesto
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findpartnerclasses.Oneofthem isCCC Project（http://cccproject.or.jp/）,buttheirsiteisunder

constructionasofOctober2,2016.However,theiraddressandtelephonenumberareshownonthesite.

2.3.3Englishspeechcontests

Thoughonlyalimitednumberofstudentscantakeadvantageoftheopportunity,participatingina

speechcontestisfullyrecommended.Inaspeechcontest,eachparticipantcanexpresstheirideasand

opinionstotheaudience.AccordingtoShirai（2013,p.125）,realoutputiswhatisconceivedinmind,and

inaspeechcontest,aspeakercangiverealoutput,thoughitisnotspontaneousandispreparedin

advance.

2.3.4Internetsites

Thereareusefulsitesforsecondaryschoolstudentstodeveloptheircommunicativecompetenceinterms

ofEnglishlisteningskills.Morethanthat,withthesesitesstudentsareabletoknowwhatishappening

domesticallyaswellasinternationallyanditmeanstheyareactuallyusingEnglishforrealpurposes,and

amongmanyusefulsitesIwilldiscussthreeofthemwhicharesuitableforsecondaryschoolstudentsin

termsofthelevelofEnglishused.

（1）EnglishNewstoReadEasily（http://www.eigo-net.jp/easy_reading/）

Thissiteisforstudentsforwhomregularnewssitesareratherdifficult.Accordingtothesite,allthe

news,whichisaboutJapanandtheworld,arewritteninabout1200wordslearnedinjuniorhighschool.

Inthissitestudentscanlistentonewsviewingorwithoutviewingthenewsmanuscriptwiththehelpofa

bilingualglossary.Theshortcomingofthisnewssiteisthatnewnewsisputuponthesiteonlyonceor

twiceamonth.

（2）NHKdailyEnglishnewsonradio

Thenewsisbroadcastfrom twoo・clockintheafternooneverydayonR2NHK,for15minfrom

MondaythroughFridayandfor10minonSaturdayandSundaycoveringdomesticaswellasinternational

news.IrememberthatwhenIwasacollegestudentinthelate1960・s,therewasafive-minEnglishnews

programintheeveningonR2NHK.Irecordeditinatape-recorderandlistenedtoinagainandagain.

Now in2016,theNHK newsprogram,andotherprogramsforthatmatter,canbedownloaded

automaticallytoasmartphoneeverydayandcanbelistenedtoasoftenaspossible.

（3）CNN10（http://edition.cnn.com/studentnews/）

CNN10,whichisa10-minutenewsprogramcoveringdomesticaswellasinternationalnews,ismainly

gearedathighschoolstudentsintheU.S.,butthesitemustbealsogearedatstudentsaroundtheworld

asthenewsforanyparticulardaycanbeviewedfromaround9a.m.inJapan,wherethenewdaybegins

（OnoneOctoberdayof2016,Iwasabletodownloadthenewsat6.30a.m..）.Itmeansalltheinterested

studentsinothercountriescanenjoythenewsbythetimewhentheygettoschoolinthemorning.Since

theprogramismadeforhighschoolstudents,itappearsthatnewsitemswhichinterestthemarechosen

andthelanguageusedbythenewscasterisleveledatthem.

2.3.5Creatinganewspaper

CreatinganewspaperisanotherwaytouseEnglishstudentshavestudied.Forexample,thestudentsof

theEnglishSpeakingSocietyofaseniorhighschoolinsouthernMieprefecturecreatedanEnglish

newspaperintroducingvariousaspectsofthePrefecturemainlythroughinterviewingrelatedpeople.The

topicscoveracarpenterspecializinginpreservingthearchitectureoftheIseGrandShrine,thegovernor

oftheprefecture,Ise-ebilobsters,theama（woman）divers,culturedpearls,Matsusakabeef,ninja,and

more.ThepaperwasopportunebecauseitwaspublishedjustbeforetheG7Ise-ShimaSummitheldin

May2016.Thisnewspaperisanexampleintroducinglocalareastopeoplefromothercountries.Students

mayalsoattempttocreateanewspaperabouttheirclassesorschools.
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Conclusion

WiththepurposeofgivingpracticalsuggestionstostudentsinthesecondaryschoolsinJapanastothe

improvementoftheircommunicativecompetence,Ihavefirstexaminedthesevencharacteristicsof

communicationfollowedbythefourareasofcommunicativecompetence.ThenIhavediscussed

developingcommunicativecompetenceinsideclassandoutsideclass.Finally,Ihavepresentedspecific

opportunitiesforstudentssothattheycanuseEnglishinordertoimprovetheircommunicative

competence.IreallyhopethatsecondaryschoolstudentswillhavemoreopportunitiestouseEnglishasa

languageforsomespecificpurposes.
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Appendix1:WhyIteachmyclassesinEnglish

Firstandforemost,IteachmyclassesinEnglishbecauseIwantmystudentstoimprovetheirEnglishandalsowant

themtoteachEnglishinEnglishwhennecessaryuponbecomingEnglishteachers.Idon・tthinkIcanshowmystudents

howtoteachEnglishinEnglishbyteachingEnglishinJapanese.ImayfindmyselfinawkwardsituationswhereI

cannotuseEnglishappropriatelyandImaybeabletoavoidthosesituationsifIconductmyclassesinJapanese.

However,IteachEnglishinEnglishtoshowmystudentsthatweimproveEnglishgoingthroughandovercomingthose

awkwardsituations.

IamkeenlyawarethatinvideoconferenceswithAmericanandSpanishstudents,manyofmystudentsareoftenin

predicamentswhentheyencounterdifficultiesinorganizingandexpressingtheirideasmoreorlessspontaneously,and

again,theycanimprovetheirEnglishflounderinginthoseplights.

Secondly,Ifullyadmitthedecisivesignificanceofinput.Everything―grammar,vocabulary,andpronunciation―

comesfrominputunlessonenewlycreatestheirown.Outputisalsoindispensableatleastforenhancingaccuracyand

fluencyandforelicitingmoreinputusefulforone・sownoutput.Itissaidthatoneofthemajorresponsibilitiesof

languageteachersistoprovidestudentswithampleopportunitiesforinputandoutput.

ThethirdreasonforteachingmyclassesinEnglishisrelatedtothetoleranceofambiguity.Ihavebeenaskedmany

atimeifmystudentsunderstandtheclass.Imaynotabletosaythatmystudentsunderstandtheclass100％ allthe

time,especiallyattheinitialstageofthesemester.（Dostudentsunderstandtheclass100％ allthetimeifitis

conductedinJapanese?）ThendoIneedtoswitchbacktoconductingclassesinJapanese?Theansweris・nay・;one

ofthemostsalientfeaturesoflanguagelearningisthatofambiguity,butwiththetoleranceofambiguity,studentswill

understandtheclassincreasingly.Thisisexactlywhattheysayattheendofthesemesterandthisisalsowhatteachers

sayaftertaking,inEnglish,mywhole-dayseminarforrenewingtheirteachinglicenses.MoviesinEnglisharethe

same;whenamoviebegins,weareinthedark―inactualityandmetaphorically,butgraduallywegetusedtothe

parlanceoftheprotagonistandtheothercharacters.BeforeIendthethirdreason,Ihastentoaddthatatextbookis

usedineachclassofmineandthatwhatItalkinmylectureisbasedonthecontentofthetextbook.ItisnotthatI

talkinmylectureabouthowtomakeanomeletwhilestudentsreadinthetextbookabouthowtomakecockroaches

goodpets.Whentheyreadabouthowtomakecockroachesgoodpetsinthetextbook,Italkabouthowtomake

cockroachesgoodpetsinmylecture.Itmeansthatifstudentsreadthetextbookcarefullyathome,theyarereadyto

understandmylectureinmanyrespects.Also,IwriteimportantpointsontheblackboardasIexplainthemvivavoce.

Additionally,iftheydonotunderstandme,theyarealwayswelcometoaskmetoparaphrasewhatIsay.Itismy

intentiontomakemyclassesequippedwiththeselayersofscaffoldsinordertolessenambiguityasmuchaspossible.

TherearealsofringebenefitsofconductingclassesinEnglish.IhavehadthreeBritishEnglishteachersfromSaint

JosephJoshigakuen（SJJ）inTsuCityinEnglishTeachingMethodologyclass.TheywererequiredbytheBoardof

EducationofMiePrefecturetotakeseveralcoursesrelatedtoteachereducationinordertokeepteachingatSJJ.They

wereallcooperativeinmakingcommentsfromtheirteachingexperiencesandindiscussingwithJapanesestudents.

Appendix2

Interpretationatalaborstandardssupervisionoffice（LSSO）onMarch17,2016

IworkedasaninterpreterbetweenaSpanishspeakingpersonandapersoninchargeatLSSO.Mydutywasto

interpretwhattheSpanishspeakingpersonsaidinSpanishintoJapaneseandwhatthepersoninchargesaidin

JapaneseintoSpanish.ThemajorproblemliedintheinterpretationofwhatthepersoninchargesaidinJapaneseinto

Spanish.First,simplythereweretoomanytechnicaltermsinJapanesewhoseSpanishcounterpartsdidnotcomeout

ofmymouthininterpretation,eventhoughIhadlearnedmanyofthosetechnicaltermsinSpanishinadvance.Idid
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nothavetimetorecallthembecauseIhadtointerprettheutterancescontinuouslyoneafteranother.Therefore,Iused

rathereverydayconversationalwordsandexpressions,butIamsurethatIwassuccessfulinconveyingwhattheperson

inchargewantedtosaytotheSpanishspeaker.Second,IwasabletonoticethatIwasmakingalotofmistakesin

grammarandwordusagethroughongoingconsecutiveinterpretation,butagainIamsureIwassuccessfulinthe

interpretation.OnebigreasonwhyIthinkIwassuccessfulisasfollows:thepersoninchargewroteinJapanese

throughmyinterpretationeverythingwhattheSpanishpersonsaidduringthesessionandattheendofthesessionI

translatedwhatwaswritteninJapaneseintoSpanishandtheSpanishspeakeragreedthatitwaswhathesaid.

WhatIlearnedfrom theexperience

（1）LearningtechnicaltermsinSpanishinadvancedoesnotalwayshelptheinterpreterusethem intheactual

ongoinginterpretation.Inordertobeabletousethem,theinterpretershouldbeabletorecalltheminstantly.How

canitbedone?Onemainwayshouldbetoexperiencesimilarinterpretationsmanytimes.Thelistoftechnical

termsbothinJapaneseandSpanishathandmaybeofsomehelptoo.

（2）Whenpressedbytime,itissoeasytomakemistakesingrammarandwordusage.Butagain,inordertobeable

tospeakappropriatelywithoutmakingmistakes,itisessentialtohaveopportunitiestospeakcommunicatively.
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