
INTRODUCTION

Asitsnameimplies,thepurposeofJapan-AsiaYouthExchangePrograminScience-alsoknown

asSakuraExchangePrograminScience-isto・promoteunderstandingandcooperationbetween

theyoungpeoplefromAsiaandJapanwhowillplayacriticalroleinthefutureareaof

scienceandtechnology(S&T)intheirowncountries.・[1]Aspartofthiseffort,aSakura

programbetweenMieUniversityandHoChiMinCityUniversityofPedagogy(HCMUP)

wasinitiatedin2015.[2]Inthisprogram,MieUniversityinvited10studentsand2

supervisorsfromHCMUPeachyeartoexplorescienceeducationinJapanthoughvisitsto

laboratories,highschoolsandsciencemuseums,andattendanceinsciencelessonsinJapan.

ThemostsignificantresultofthisprogramisthefoundationofHCMUPSakuraScience

Club(HSSC)wheremembersoftheSakuraprogramjointosharetheirexperienceinthe
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〈Abstract〉

AspartoftheSakuraSciencePlan-ashort-termexchangeprogramsupportedby

JapanScienceandTechnologyAgency(JST)-acollaborativeprogram,namelySakura

program,wasestablishedbetweenMieUniversityandHoChiMinhCityUniversity

ofPedagogy(HCMUP).Ineachyear2015an2016,thisprogram facilitatedten

studentsandtwosupervisorsfromHCMUPtovisitJapanfortendaystoexperience

scienceeducationinJapanthroughavarietyoflaboratoryactivities,museumand

highschoolvisits. Thesetripshelpedwidenparticipants・view aboutscience

educationandledtotheestablishmentofHCMUPSakuraScienceClub(HSSC)-a

clubwheremembersoftheSakuraSciencePlangathertosharewhattheyhad

learnedintheprogram tocommunity.Thispaperreportsonthefoundation,

developmentandchallengesofHSSC.
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programwiththeircommunity.

Inthisdocument,wereportontheactivitiesofHSSCbeforeandaftertheSakuraprogram

2016.WewillstartwithageneraldescriptionofscienceactivitiesinVietnam,followedby

theestablishmentandactivitiesofHSSC.Weconcludewithadiscussionforfuturedirections

andchallengesconfrontingHSSC.

SCIENCEENLIGHTENMENTACTIVITYINVIETNAM

InVietnam,scienceistaughtfromelementarytohighschools.Atmiddleandhighschools,

thethreesciencesubjects(chemistry,physicsandbiology)aretaughtseparately.Inscience

lessons,studentsoftenstudyabstractcontentsandcram knowledgetopreparefor

examinations.Thecurriculumandteachingmethodsusedinsciencesubjectsareheavily

exam-oriented.Injustafewschools,studentsareprovidedopportunitiestogetinvolvedin

scientificresearch.Scienceclubsaswellasscienceoutreachactivitiesarenotpopularat

schoolsaswell.However,sciencesubjectsareseenashavingaprivilegedstatusbecausethey

areusedforhighereducationentry.Paradoxically,scienceatschoolsseemsnottobefun,

relevantandmeaningfultostudents.

InHoChiMinhCity,thereareveryfewpublicplacesthatprovideanopportunityto

exposechildren,atanearlyage,totheamazingworldofscienceandnaturesuchasmuseums

oraquariums.[3]Thereisanincreaseinthenumberofprivatecentersorclubsthatofferfun

scienceprogramsforchildren,buttheparticipationfeesareusuallyexpensiveandhence,

theseprogramscannotreachalargepopulationofstudentsinthecity.Therearealsoafew

scienceclubsthathostfreescienceprogramsforchildrenatschoolsorincommunities.The

demandformoresuchscienceclubsispressinginHCMCwheretheyoungpopulationis

highestamongthecountryandtherearemanyeffortstoaddfuntosciencelearning,toexcite

anddevelopalifelongloveforchildrenandyoungpeople.

ESTABLISHMENTOFHSSC

Theten-daySakuraprogramin2015helpedbroadentheparticipants・mind,enhanced

theirknowledgeandboostedtheirconfidenceanddeterminationtobecomeagentsofchange

inVietnamesescienceeducation.Afewmonthslater,duringthepreparationfortheSakura

2016program,HCMUPSakuraScienceClubwasinitiatedtohelprecruitandprepare

studentsforparticipationintheSakura2016programandtoconnectSakuraparticipants
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fromthetwoprogramsintoonegroup.

TheactivitiesofHSSCareaimedat

-introducingtheSakuraExchangePrograminSciencetostudentsatHCMUP,

-developingstudents・awarenessofandconcernforscientificissuesinpersonal,social,

environmentalandtechnologicalcontexts,

-arousingandcultivatingVietnamesestudents・interestsinlearningscience,

-strengtheningtherelationshipbetweenMieUniversityandHCMUP.

RightaftertheSakura2016completed,HSSCwasofficiallyestablishedwiththeapproval

ofthedeansofphysics,chemistryandbiologydepartments.Theadvisoryboardoftheclub

includesalltheleadersoftheSakuraprogram2015and2016.Thechairmanoftheclubis

TranCongHieuwhoisaseniorchemistrystudent.AlltheparticipantsoftheSakura2015

and2016programsaremembersoftheclub.Theclubalsocreatedapageonsocialnetwork

fordiscussingandsharingofscientificandeducationalinformationamongmembersand

friends.[4]

TheestablishmentofHSSChasasignificantmeaningtoscienceeducationinVietnam.

TheparticipantsintheSakuraprogram andHSSCarestudentsinphysics,chemistry,

biologyeducationmajorsandwillbehighschoolteachersofthesesubjectsinthenearfuture.

TheSakuraprogrambroadenstheirperspectiveaboutscienceeducationandHSSCprovides

opportunitiesforthem toapplytheirknowledgefrom theprogram topractice.These
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knowledgeandexperiencesarevaluablefortheirteachingpracticeandfortheirstudents・

learning.

ACTIVITIESOFSAKURACLUB

BeforetheSakura2016program

AlthoughHSSCwasofficiallyestablishedaftertheSakuraprogram2016,severalofits

activitiesofSakuraparticipantshadbeencarriedoutbeforetheprogram.

UponrecognitionoftheimportanceofknowingbasicJapaneselanguageandculturetothe

participantsoftheSakuraprogram,aclassaboutJapaneselanguageandculturewashosted

byHSSCforthe10successfulcandidateswhowereselectedforthe2016programtoprepare

forthetriptoJapan.Thisone-monthclass,whichwasconsideredthefirstactivityofHSSC,

wasinstructedbyDr.VinhPham-analumnusPhD studentfrom TokyoUniversityof

ElectronicsandCommunication.Duringthattime,themembersoftheclubpreparedand

rehearsedthesciencedramaSonTinh-ThuyTinhwhichwouldbeperformedtostudentsand

teachersatMieUniversityduringtheprogram.

OnthefinaldayoftheprograminJapan,participantsmadepresentationsoftheirwork

andexperienceoftheprogram.TheyalsointroducedtheplanforHSSCaftertheyreturned

toVietnam.AlloftheparticipantsshowedtheirappreciationtothesupportofJSTandMie

University.TheyperformedthesciencedramaSonTinh-ThuyTinh(theGodofthe
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mountainandtheGodofthewater)whichwasoneofthefamousVietnamesemythsto

Japaneseteachersandfriends.Thedramawasintegratedwithseveralinterestingscience

experimentsandtraditionalVietnamesemusic.Fromthedrama,Japaneseparticipantsknew

moreaboutVietnamesecultureandthebeautyofscience.

MeetingwithstudentsandteachersatHCMUP

AfterreturningfromJapan,HSSCmembershostedameetingwithstudentsandteachers

ofchemistry,physicsandbiologydepartments.Inthemeeting,theyreportedonwhatthey

hadexperiencedandlearntfromthetrip.TheSakuramembersraisedaquestion・Japan

doesnothavealotofnaturalresourcesbut

alotofnaturaldisastersinstead.Sowhyis

Japansuchaglobalpower?・andthey

believedthatthekeyforJapanpoweristhe

Japanesepeople.Therearemanycharacter-

isticsthatmakeJapanesepeopleadmirable

worldwide.Theysharedwhattheyhadseen

withtheirowneyessuchastheutmostsenseofJapanesecommunityeverywhere,thehonesty

andamysteriouslyuniqueandrichculture.TheSakura-ersonceagainperformedtheshow

SonTinh-ThuyTinhdramaandofficiallyannouncedthelaunchofHSSCtothepartici-

pants.

Also,inthismeeting,theleaderandparticipantsofSakura2015and2016program

encouragedotherstudentstotakethisvaluableopportunitynextyeartolearnaboutscience

educationinJapan.

Stem Dayforchildren

OneoftheobjectivesofHSSCis・toarouseandcultivateVietnamesestudents・interestsin

learningscience・.Therefore,theclubcollaboratedwithStemhouseEducationtoorganizean

eventfor150childrenaged6to13.Intheevents,HSSCmembersworkedinteamsoftwo

orthreetoperformhalf-hourscienceshowswhoseformatsweresimilartothemuseumshows

inJapan.Theshowsexploredseveralcurioussciencetopicsthatmadechildrenkeptasking

whyandhow.EachteamofSakuramemberswereinchargeofonesciencetopic,including

Balanceandcenterofmassshow,Fireandwatershow,Heatandgasshow,Ballooncar
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competition,MagiccolorshowandBlowingballooncompetition.Thechildrenweredivided

intogroupsoffifteentotwentyforturn-takingvariousshows.Ineachshow,thekidswatched

experiments,interactedwiththeperformersandconductedtheexperimentsthemselves.

FUTUREDIRECTIONSOFHSSC

-Continuouslyupdatethesocialnetworkpagewithnewsaboutscience,technologyand

scholarshipsinareasofS&T.

-AttractmoreHCMUPstudentstojointheclub.

-Offerscienceprojectsandactivitiesforchildrenatprimary,middleandhighschools.

CHALLENGESFORTHEFUTURE

TheSakuraclubhasagreatadvantageinthattheestalishmentoftheclubhasapproved

bytheDeansofthethreeScienceDepartmentsandsupportedbytheteachers(supervisors)

intheSakuraprograms.However,itwillbeconfrontedwithtwoprimarychallenges.

First,theparticipantsintheSakuraprogramarefromdifferentacademicterms.Since

theyreturnedfromtheSakuraprogram,someofthemgraduatedfromHCMUPandmoved

toliveandworkinothercities.Therefore,itisnoteasytogatherallofthemforaparticular

activityoftheclub.Besides,alloftheparticipantsareorwillbeteachers,thustheywould

bebusywiththeirworkandcanhardlygetinvolvedinclubactivities.

Second,thefundingfortheclubislimited.Theinitialfundoftheclubwasfromthe

contributionofthemembers.Ofcourse,theclubneedstoattractmoresustainablefunding

toensurecontinuousoperationandqualityprograms,especiallyfreeprogramsforthe

community.

Theclubadvisoryboardandmemberswillworkonthoroughshortandlong-term

strategicplanstodealwiththeseproblems.
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CONCLUSION

TheestablishmentandoperationofHoChiMinhCityUniversityofPedagogySakura

ScienceClubwasthemostsignificantevidenceforthesuccessoftheSakuraScience

Programsin2015and2016.Theclubishopedtobealaunchstationfromwhichtalented

andenthusiasticscienceteachersstarttheircareer.
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〈要 旨〉

JSTの「さくらサイエンスプラン」の支援を受けて、2015年と2016年にホーチ

ミン市師範大学から10名の学生と2名の教員を招へいし、三重大学での授業参加

や先端研究の見学、高校の授業や科学クラブ参観、および科学館等での体験学習か

らなるプログラムを実施した。参加学生らは、この体験を基盤として、ホーチミン

市師範大学に「さくら科学クラブ」と名付けた科学クラブを設立した。このクラブ

では、プログラムで学生が学んだことを地域で共有することを目的としている。こ

こでは「さくら科学クラブ」の設立までの経緯、クラブの活動、および今後の計画

について報告する。
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