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Abstract
This article employed discrete choice experiments to women living in Mie Prefecture and drew consumers’
willingness to pay (WTP) for various strawberry attributes by estimating discrete choice models that incorporate
consumer heterogeneity. In this analysis, we included sugar/acid ratio and flavor components into strawberry
attributes and tested the effects of individual characteristics, food consumption behavior, and tasting behavior on the
WTP. Our empirical results found that the WTP were affected by consumers’ age, number of children, fruits expenses,
places of fruit purchase, purchase frequencies of pesticide-free or organic agricultural products, concerns about fruit
flavor at the time of purchase, etc. Tasting strawberries also made the averaged WTP higher for those with high

sugar/acid ratio and lower for those with fresh and fruity flavors.
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