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Regional gap of pediatrician workforce in Mie Prefecture of Japan:

Will it expand in the future?

Susumu TANIMURA

Abstract

To raise children healthily both mentally and physically, enhancing allocation of pediatrician
workforce is essential. Toward regional equality in providing pediatric care in Mie Prefecture of
Japan, the objectives of this study are to clarify the regional gap in the number of pediatricians per
1000 children, and to evaluate influence of the gap by further declining birthrate in the future
under unchanged pediatrician's distribution. The author tried to estimate the regional gap (Gini
coefficient) of the number of pediatricians per 1000 children with local empirical Bayes estimation
using population projection until 2040. It resulted that the gap would expand in monotone from
2015 to 2040, while, in Mie Prefecture as a whole, the number of pediatricians per 1000 children
increased as further decreasing child population. It was successfully demonstrated that the gap
would expand if we keep the current allocation of pediatrician workforce, which indicated that we

need more active efforts to close the gap in providing pediatric medical care.
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T B EEIB R R BNCIS 72, AT, T ORI
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ZHEBOWIHNEAL 025 145%) &, 2013
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2013) A S f57z. M U7z /5403, 2015 4, 2020 48,

2025 4, 2030 4F, 2035 4E, 2040 £ T 5. ATOFHE
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DTIERL, BERAMROHMENLEICIRS.

Fiz, HHTO K ST NOHEN K & < B/ 2 s i
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5 (Bailey and Gatrell, 1995). BFi#ia %= & O HEE
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BB, BORMICHY 2O 3 THD (Clark et al.,
1981), FERICPHZIREETIZ 0ICR D, K kEL
N5 %1EE 11t D < (Word Bank, 2016). Z D7z
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(version 0.6.8) % 7z (Bivand and Piras, 2015). Gini
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