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She appeared to be walking in a dream; or, more truly, the vivid life and
reality, assumed by her emotions, made all outward occurrences unsubstantial,
like the teasing phantasms of a half-conscious slumber. She still responded,
mechanically, to the frequent summons of the shop-bell ... There is a sad con-
fusion, indeed, when the spirit thus flits away into the past, or into the more
awful future, or in any manner, steps across the spaceless boundary
betwixt its own region and the actual world, where the body remains to guide
itself, as best it may, with little more than the mechanism of animal life. It is

like death, without death’s quiet privilege; its freedom from mortal care.
(66-67)
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The young girl, so fresh, so unconventional, and yet so orderly and obedient
to common rules, as you at once recognized her to be, was widely in contrast,
at that moment, with everything about her...But — even as a ray of sunshine,
fall into what dismal place it may, instantaneously creates for itself a propriety
in being there — so did it seem altogether fit that the girl should be standing at
the threshold.  (68)
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Many of the servants of the Province-House had caught glimpses of a visage
frowning down upon them, at morning or evening twilight, — or in the depths

of night, while raking up the fire that glimmered on the hearth beneath. (260)'
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Clifford saw, it may be, in the mirror of his deeper consciousness, that he was
an example and representative of that great chaos of people, whom an inexplic-

able Providence is continually putting at cross-purposes with the world. (149)
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As Clifford stood on the threshold, partly turning back, he pointed his finger
within the parlor, and shook it slowly, as though he would have summoned not

Hepzibah alone, but the whole world, to gaze at some object inconceivably ridic-
ulous. (249)
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But on the other hand, if an impressible person, standing alone over the brink
of these processions, should behold it, not in its atoms, but in its aggregate—as
a mighty river of life, massive in its tide, and black with mystery, and, out of
its depths, calling to the kindred depth within him—then the contiguity would
add to the effect. (165)
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Meanwhile the twilight is glooming upward out of the corners of the room. The
shadows of the tall furniture grow deeper ... lose their distinctness of outline in
the dark, gray tide of oblivion, as it were, that creeps slowly over the various
objects...The gloom had not entered from without; it has brooded here all
day...The Judge’s fase, indeed, rigid, and singularly white, refuses to melt into
this universal solvent....Now it is no longer gray, but sable....the swarthy
whiteness of Judge Pyncheon’s face. The features are all gone; there is only the
paleness of them left. And how looks it now? There is no window! There is no
face! An infinite, inscrutable blackness has annihilated sight! Where is our uni-
verse? All crumbled away from us; and we, adrift in chaos, may hearken to the
gusts of homeless wind, that go sighing and murmuring about, in quest of what

was once a world! (276)
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“The House of the Seven Gables as an Allegory of Romance-Reading”
Atsuko ODA

Hawthorne's motivation in writing The House of the Seven Gables is to recast Romance in a
more familiar tone than that of The Scarlet Letter, so as to make the reading public acquainted
with his concept of Romance. In The House of the Seven Gables he deals with the contemporary
world around him, drawing upon the conventions of the comedy of manners. The result is it

becomes an allegory which tells the reader how to read Romance and leads him to the depths
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of human nature, while conveying the surface story about the disclosure of a family skeleton
in the House of the Seven Gables.

The house is an emblem of a human heart, whose depths Romance seeks to penetrate. The
characters who are representaives of the reader enter the house. Characters living inside the
house ventures outside. Thus the opposition between the world inside and outside is to be
neutralized, which provides to the novel the structure of the mirror, or “the neutral territory”
of Romance where life inside the house reflects the life of people outside the house looking in.

The likenesses of the protagonists, references to which are a notable feature of the novel,
help the reader’s knowledge of them and of the structure of the mirror. When the reader
understands how the neutral territory reveals the common nature shared by people in and out

of the house, the Romance-reading allegory is complete.



