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Le Guin’s The Tombs of Atuan:

Animus as the Deliverer of a Repressed Female Self

= fF 5
(Nobuhiro Miyachi)
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The throne itself was black, with a dull glimmer of precious stones or gold
on the arms and back, and it was huge. A man sitting in it would have
been dwarfed; it was not of human dimensions. It was empty. Nothing sat

in it but shadows. (p. 2) 5
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The subject of The Tombs of Atuan is, if I had to put it in one word, sex.
There’s a lot of symbolism in the book, most of which I did not, of course,
analyze consciously while writing; the symbols can all be read as sexual.
More exactly, you could call it a feminine coming of age. Birth, rebirth,

destruction, freedom are the themes.$
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He was there. He must be there. Yet he had escaped her. He would die

of thirst before she found him. She would have to send Manan into the
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maze to find him, once she was sure he was dead. That was unbearable to
think of. As she knelt in the starlight on the bitter ground of the Hill,

tears of rage rose in her eyes. (p. 79)
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It was jeweled with crystals and ornamented with pinnacles and filigrees
of white limestone where the waters under earth had worked, eons since:
immense, with glittering roof and walls, sparkling, delicate, intricate, a
palace of diamonds, a house of amethyst and crystal, from which the

ancient darkness had been driven out by glory. (pp. 68-69)
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... ‘Well, she said at last, and gathered her skirts together to rise. The
wool rustled strangely as she moved. She looked down at herself, and
stood up in startlement.

The heavy black she had worn for years was gone; her dress was of
turquoise-colored silk, bright and soft as the evening sky. It belled out full
from her hips, and all the skirt was embroidered with thin silver threads
and seed pearls and tiny crumbs of crystal, so that it glittered softly, like
rain in April. (p. 106)
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... She dreamt of the souls of the dead on the walls of the Painted Room,

the figures like great bedraggled birds with human hands and feet and
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faces, squatting in the dust of the dark places. They could not fly. Clay
was their food and dust their drink. They were the souls of those not
reborn, the ancient peoples and the unbelievers, those whom the
Nameless Ones devoured. They squatted all around her in the shadows,
and a faint creaking or cheeping sound came from them now and then.
One of them came up quite close to her. She was afraid at first and tried to
draw away, but could not move. This one had the face of a bird, not a
human face; but its fair was golden, and it said in a woman’s voice, ‘Tenar’,
tenderly, softly, “Tenar’.

She woke. Her mouth was stopped with clay. She lay in a stone tomb,
underground. Her arms and legs were bound with grave clothes and she
could not move or speak.

Her despair grew so great that it burst her breast open and like a bird
of fire shattered the stone and broke out into the light of day — the light of

day, faint in her windowless room. (pp. 115-16)
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Did you truly think them dead? You know better in your heart. They do
not die. They are dark and undying, and they hate the light: the brief,
bright light of our mortality. They are immortal, but they are not gods.
They never were. They are not worth the worship of any human soul. (p.

128)
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... he hesitated a moment. ‘You are like a lantern swathed and covered,
hidden away in a dark place. Yet the light shines; they could not put out
the light. They could not hide you. As I know the light, as I know you, I

know your name, Tenar...." (p. 130)
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He answered softly. “‘You must make a choice. Either you must leave me,
lock the door, go up to your altars and give me to your Masters; then go to
the Priestess Kossil and make your peace with her — and that is the end of
the story — or, you must unlock the door, and go out of it, with me. Leave
the Tombs, leave Atuan, and come with me oversea. And that is the
beginning of the story. You must be Arha, or you must be Tenar. You

cannot be both.” (pp. 137-38)
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When she said that, the man named Ged put his hand over hers that held
the broken talisman. She looked up startled, and saw him flushed with

life and triumph, smiling. She was dismayed and frightened of him. (p.
140)

TT=PEERLD, AT 2DRERARDOALSDOELEE T IEEFL 257
SELWEBH L OHEEMIZ L > TREB Sh ko eRrou 20BN
TH5H, LinL, ZNEVWELRRBLIOZATHY, BLORELERNVER
W2oTRY, 7T —RRENE+RTHIET S Z LR TR,




BXDT =LA — =17 4D The Tombs of Atuan —

5. BEOHEHE—BHNET

HTRELOBHIIREELBO DD Tholz, 7 R CHEEDT
THEESTHIEL TS iV R, KERSERIZHAERZ D & 5 RIEVWRKERZ
FENEL, ZAZEORE~LIETVBAL, HHIAL I LTHHREE
DR EFHGEEROERLNE LTEEHTOTH D, Elc BT 28819,
FNETHHROED LI ICAVHALEKEOREZRDTITHEL Z N TE
T —DEICEKD W FEREL S, Ziud, ThE TR BIZRA TV
BEROEIROBIGLI D2 MBE DZERIC—E LI LE2RTHDEAD,

TNTH AT & DERICH T RE D DAOHFICHRET 5, Z A, K
WOBINIHEHLAEN TOHEEZBIZL T, ZAREOLZEBX, 7 KoMk
Lookfar & CHRICH THROF.ONTF—%2 BT Z &7 5, LB DOEF
TTF—3HFRREERIET 08 20, BEONLIEWEROPTARD., [
ERBEWV] ZHbW, FEOEVELETHLD, L, ZO&ES LIRS
HIdEL BT, BHEL I ONTRGIELS, Fie 20BN T F—%
B, HLEES ARIIRKLBED ZSOFMNLL D,

fED—21FT = AR L OFUL~DOLBERCH D, T —IEF B
L7z U D |EIORBROZ L S—— L3 > TV 2 DIV & B E
DH— ZIIHRRIZE L LEEARRERNTHBER, ZORENRREL DI
SONT, Kk b HEZET., LONIEBZIED T o 2DES & FEOON»
THELWHIBEATT =4 R=4 NEDRIL~E[AD D, EMORLITH X5
R 20T, BREILOTT—HITEA TS b 2R H & 5 KT BT 5,
ZRiZ. BTG L TEZIZTHIT D, B E¥EH 2 &idTE
BNWEeTFIT—DFEWETIEIT 5,

FRIET = &tEE LTHEM L, —EIXEA T 7 ICHBUEHN 3TY
EZENLELIFETHY . RLUTKBEE TV DHEETIERY, FRELD
WWELTZL, Thbb, 7T=2A2AL0ORILIZZOFICECERELS> Z L TH
D, EOBWTOHEI TR, 27 = ARXMEEOFHRBET, T=42X



Bi fE34

BEEOPICH->THEEESBEEOFTH S, HETIRRY, FIUTES
REANT, BEERI Z LiZhD, B 20713 7= AR 2L THEHA
ENHRDVIZ, T2LZANLHESERRI L, 7T=LRZHHILTEHS B
THILITHITIRD, ToARILIIREREZAMREIEDHL 725 2
EEY. FNE TBIXORTREMREL L Y, ERIZRB] LRKiox
TOMELERATT = AADNLDOBEMERT, £/, TFH—0ORLIHELDOH
TRBZBDIEI 2T VT4 ORERTLHHH., 7 FIZRRARKTTOE
7227 VT 4 DWREEST D, THITE LWILOBEE TIERVN ST,
A—DDfEMITRDEHD < 5 HCAFOBFHRTH 5, A OIS o7-
RERBAETH ST, T — BB EITHT AREER ST S TRy
VS BEDOREEL IR o T D, TTICABD—EBIZ R o TN T — 28
TR FIANERBILL T NEEE YTV ORI T 2 ROEBRSD 2 125
ERIIRTTRERNEN) BVBEL S, FORER, BTHITTO~LYFT
BDT = A~O—REHRIBTRRZ B, F/2, EBITELZ D & LAV Ricktd
DMEBAEL, FRIET VA7 7 b OBl 2 B BNEZ R L, bITvES %%
BELTORWERW, BOEBRINZOE L) AL Ry [Zibn 3,

He had made her follow him. He had called her by her name, and she
had come crouching to his hand, as the little wild desert rabbit had come
to him out of the dark. And now that he had the ring, now that the Tombs
were in ruin and their priestess forsworn forever, now he didn’t need her,
and went away where she could not follow. He would not stay with her. He

had fooled her, and would leave her desolate. (pp. 169-70)
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‘Listen, Tenar. Heed me. You were the vessel of evil. He evil is poured
out. It is done. It is buried in its own tomb. You were never made for
cruelty and darkness; you were made to hold light, as a lamp burning

holds and gives its light. (p. 177)
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What she had begun to learn was the weight of liberty. Freedom is a
heavy load, a great and strange burden for the spirit to undertake. It is
not easy. It is not a gift given, but a choice made, and the choice may be a
hard one. The road goes upward towards the light; but the laden traveler
may never reach the end of it. (p. 172)
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In the boat moved by magic over the great deep, the girl lay looking up
into the dark. All her life she had looked into the dark; but this was vaster
darkness, this night on the ocean. There was no end to it. There was no
roof. It went on out beyond he stars. No earthly Powers moved it. It had
been before light, and would be after. It had been before life and would be

after. It went on beyond evil. (pp. 173-74)
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Certainly Arha/Tenar would better satisfy feminist idealists if she did everything all
by herself. But the truth as I saw it, and as I established it in the novel, was that she
couldn’t. My imagination wouldn’t provide a scenario where she could, because my
heart told me incontrovertibly that neither gender could go far without the other. So,
in my story, neither the woman nor the man can get free without the other. (Le Guin,
“Afterword,” The Tombs of Atuan. p.186.)
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