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— Emerson’s Redefinition of Natural History ——
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It seems to have been designed, if anything was, that men should be
students of Natural History. Man is, by nature, a farmer, a hunter, a
shepherd and fisherman, who are all practical naturalists and by their
observations the true founders of all societies for the pursuit of science.
And even after society has made some progress, so that division of labor
removes men into cities, ... everyman ... is compelled to pick up in his

own experience, a considerable knowledge of natural philosophy,---as, an
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acquaintance with the properties of water, of wood, of stone, of light, of

heat, and the natural history of many insects, birds and beasts. (6)¢
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Natural history by itself has no value; it is like a single sex. But marry it
to human history, & it is poetry. Whole Floras, all Linnaeus’ and Buffon’s
volumes contain not one line of poetry, but the meanest natural fact ...
applied to the interpretation [of] or even associated [with] a fact in

human nature is beauty, is poetry, is truth at once. 7
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There is one mind common to all individual men. Every man is an inlet
to the same and to all of the same. He that is once admitted to the right
of reason is made a freeman of the whole estate. What Plato has thought,
he may think; what a saint has felt, he may feel; what at any time has
befallen any man, he can understand. Who hath access to this universal
mind, is a party to all that is or can be done, for this is the only and

sovereign agent. (237)
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.. as the poise of my body depends on the equilibrium of centrifugal ad
centripetal forces, so the hours should be instructed by the ages, and the

ages explained by the hours. (237)
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Then I thought,---could not a similar enumeration be made of the laws
and powers of the Intellect, and possess the same claims on the student?
Why not? These powers and laws are also facts in a Natural History.
They also are objects of Science, and may be numbered and recorded like
stamens and vertebrae. At the same time, they have deeper interest, as,
in the order of nature they lie higher and are nearer to the mysterious

seat of power and creation. (137)
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...The thought which was in the world, part and parcel of the world, has
disengaged itself, and taken an independent existence.

But of those elemental organic thoughts which we involuntarily
express in the mould of our features, in the tendency of our characters,
there is no measure known to us. The institution draws all its solidity
and impressiveness from the virulence and centrality of the thought.
The history of the world is nothing but the procession of clothed ideas.
(148)
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