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Lafcadio Hearn in the Children’s Literature of Japan:
A Study of the Adaptations of “The Story of the Futon
of Tottori”
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[But here I must interrupt the story for a few moments, to say a
word about Japanese beds. Never unless some inmate happen to be
sick, do you see a bed in any Japanese house by day, though you
visit all the rooms and peep into all the corners. In fact, no bed
exists, in the Occidental meaning of the word. That which the
Japanese call bed has no bedstead, no spring, no mattress, no
sheets, no blankets. It consists of thick quilts only, stuffed, or,
rather, padded with cotton, which are called futon. A certain

number of futon are laid down upon the_tatami (the floor mats), and

a certain number of others are used for coverings. The wealthy can
lie upon five or six quilts, and cover themselves with as many as
they please, while poor folk must content themselves with two or
three. And of course there are many kinds, from the servant’s cotton
futon which is no longer than a Western hearth rug, and not much
thicker, to the heavy and superb futon silk, eight feet long by seven
broad, which only the kanemochi can afford [. . .]. All such things
are neatly folded up and stowed out of sight by day in alcoves
contrived in the wall and closed with fusuma — pretty sliding screen
doors covered with opaque paper usually decorated with dainty

designs. (“By the Japanese Sea” 97 THIZZEHIZ L 3)
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Now, as a rule, one sleeps soundly after having drunk plenty of
warm sake, especially if the night be cool and the bed very snug.
But the guest, having slept but a very little while, was aroused by
the sound of voices, in his room — voices of children, always asking
each other the same questions:

“Ani-San samukaro?”

“Omae samukars?” (97)
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The presence of children in his room might annoy the guest, but

could not surprise him, for in these Japanese hotels there are no

doors, but only papered sliding screens between room and room. So
it seemed to him that some children must have wandered into his

apartment, by mistake, in the dark. (97 THIZZEEIZ X 3)
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