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0.Introduction
Englishteachersmaydifferintheirchoicesofteachingmethods,whichmay,inturn,haveagreat

influenceontheirteachingeffects.Larsen-FreemanandAnderson(2011)holdthatthereisnotasinglebest

method,soeveryteachingmethodhasitsownadvantagesanddisadvantages.TheGrammar-Translation

Method(GTM)haslongbeenusedbymanylanguageteachersaroundtheworld.Isthismethodpopular

inJapan?Besidesthismethod,arethereanyothermethodsandskillsthatareusedinJapan?Doany

problemsexistinthepracticaluseofdifferentteachingmethodsintheclassroom?Withthesequestionsin

mind,wewillsumupourobservationsofdifferentEnglishclassesandactivitiesinseveralschoolsandtryto

findsomethingmeaningful.

1.CommunicativeLanguageTeaching
1.1CommunicativeLanguageTeachinginajuniorhighschool

InNovember2013,wehadachancetoobserveanEnglishclassinajuniorhighschool.ThisEnglishclass

wastaughtbyaCommunicativeLanguageTeaching(CLT)method.Allthestudentsweredividedinto

groupsandtookturnsingivingtheirpresentationsabouthousesindifferentcountries.Thestudentswho

werenotgivingtheirpresentationshadtolistencarefullyandaskquestionsaftereachpresentation.The

Englishteacheractedasafacilitatorandstudentshadmorechancestointeractwitheachother.

Atthebeginningoftheclass,theteacherbrieflymentionedthatinthatclassthestudentswouldgivetheir

presentationsondifferenthousesfromdifferentcountries.Itisimportanttoletstudentsknowwhattheywill

doduringtheclass,since・whenstudentshaveanideaofwhatwillhappenineachactivity,theyfeelmore

secure・(Larsen-Freeman&Anderson,2011:91).Ofcoursestudentshadpreparedtheirpresentationswell

beforehand.Aftertheteacherdeclaredthatthe35studentsshouldbedividedintotheusualninegroups,

withthreeorfourstudentsinonegroup,theybegantomovetheirdesksandchairsquickly,whichshowed

thatinthisclass,studentshadbeenusedtomovingdesksandchairsaccordingtotheteacher・sinstructions;

otherwise,theycouldnothavedoneitsoquickly.Infact,teachersshouldknowhowtoletstudents

rearrangedesksandchairsefficientlysothat・itisbotheasierandmorenaturalforstudentstoseeandtalk

toeachother・(Lewis&Hill,2002:40).RearrangingdesksandchairsisespeciallyimportantinCLT,for

itmayhaveagreatinfluenceontheeffectsofdifferentactivities.

BeforethestudentsinGroup1startedtheirpresentationinthefrontoftheclassroom,theteacherhad

stressedthatallthestudentsinclassshouldgivetheirpresentationsloudlywithsmileandalotofeye-contact
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withthelisteners.ThenthestudentsinGroup1gavetheirpresentationinabout3minutesandthestudents

intheothergroupswererequiredtolistentothemcarefullyandtrytofigureoutquestionsaboutthecontent

ofthepresentation.Thenthestudentsintheothergroupstookturnstogivetheirpresentations.Some

groupsperformedbettersincetheywereabletopresentloudlyinEnglishwithoutresortingtoomuchtothe

scriptstheyhadpreparedbeforehand.Atthesametime,theyhadmorenaturaleye-contactwithother

studentswithsmileontheirfaces,whichshowedthattheywerenotnervouswhenspeakinginEnglishin

frontofmanypeople.Onthecontrary,somegroupscouldnotperformsowellsincethestudentsinthose

groupshadtoreadtheirscriptsinalowvoiceandtheycouldnotraisetheirheadsandhaveenough

eye-contactwithlisteners;theabsenceofsmileontheirfacesshowedthattheywerealittlenervousorlacked

confidenceinusingEnglish.Aftertheendofeachpresentation,theteacherremindedtheotherstudentsof

givingbighandstothepresentersandencouragedthemtoaskquestionspositively.Studentswererequired

toraisetheirhandsfirstiftheyhadquestions,buttheycouldnottalkuntiltheteachercalledtheirnames.

MostofthestudentsaskedtheirquestionsinEnglish,whiletherewerestudentswhoaskedtheirsinJapanese.

MostofthequestionswereansweredbythepresentersinEnglish,whiletherewerealsocasesinwhich

Japanesewasused.Duringthepresentations,moststudentslistenedcarefully;however,therewereafew

studentswholookedabsent-mindedormurmuredwiththeirteammates.Theteacherdidnottalkmuch

duringtheclass.InCLT,studentsareencouragedtospeakmore,whiletheteacherdoesnottalktoomuch.

Butitisnecessaryfortheteachertobeabletocontroltheclasswell;otherwise,classactivitiescannotgo

smoothly.

ItisofouropinionthatinacommunicativeEnglishclass,agoodtopichasagreatinfluenceonthe

activitiesandeventhelearningeffects.Inthisclass,thestudentswererequiredtotalkaboutdifferent

housesindifferentcountries.Thiswasaninterestingtopicwhichgeneratedstudents・interestandmotivated

themtostudyEnglishbyusingit.However,inevitably,studentswouldmeetmanynewwordsthatwere

connectedwiththedescriptionofdifferentkindsofhouses.Forexample,itseemeddifficultforsome

studentstopronounceandspellthenamesoftheirchosenhouses,whichmighthavehadanegativeeffecton

students・learningenthusiasm andmotivation.Itisessentialfortheteachertobeabletochoosean

interestingtopicwhichcanbeeasilyexpressedbythestudentsbyusingtheirknowledgeavailable.

TeachersshouldjustactasadvisorsinCLT,・answeringstudents・questionsandmonitoringtheirperfor-

mance・(Larsen-Freeman&Anderson,2011:122),butmoreinteractionwithstudentswillbebetter.For

example,intheclassweobserved,moreteachingskillscouldalsohavebeenused.Inonesituation,astudent

askedhowtospellahouse・snameinEnglishandreceivedtheanswer,buttheymighthavebeenstill

confusedaboutitspronunciationandspelling.Inthiscase,theteachercouldhavewrittenthewordandits

pronunciationontheblackboardandreadthewordtogetherwiththestudentsseveraltimes.・Thetechnique

ofchoralpronunciation,inwhichallthestudentsoftheclassrepeatsimultaneously,ismuchunder-used,・

sayLewis&Hill(2002:67).Thistechniqueisalsoeffectiveinreducingstudents・anxiety,sincestudents

worrylessabouttheirpronunciation,stressandintonationwhenreadingtogether.

TheEnglishteachertoldusthatinthisjuniorhighschool,Englishclasswastaughtthroughpresentation

onceortwiceeverysemester.However,Larsen-FreemanandAnderson(2011)claimthatsomeotherskills

suchaslanguagegames,picturestripstoriesandrole-playingcanalsobeusedinaCLTEnglishclass.Using

differenttechniquestogetherinoneEnglishclasscanmaketheclassmoreinterestingandattractive.Inthe

followingcommunicativeEnglishevent,amorecolorfulCLTmodelwasobserved.

1.2CommunicativeLanguageTeachingactivitiesinanelementaryschool

OnFeb.１,2014,FangjoinedabigEnglishevent,whichwasnamedtheSchoolEnglishWorldinan

elementaryschool.Itwasabigeventbecausemanystudents・parentsandmanyforeignerswhospoke

Englishwereinvitedtojointhisevent.At9:30inthemorning,theopeningceremonyoftheSchoolEnglish

Worldwasheldinthegymnasium.OnethingthatwaseffectiveforcreatinganEnglishlearningatmosphere

wasflagsofdifferentcountriesonthewalls.Visitorslaterfoundthatnotonlyinthegymnasium,butalso
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inthecorridorsandintheclassrooms,flagswereseenhereandthere.Thoseflagsimpliedthattheschool

isveryinternationalandtheguestsfromallovertheworldandstudentswereexpectedtocommunicatewith

oneanotherinEnglish.TherewereeightstudentswhointroducedtheguestsinturninbothEnglishand

Japanese.AfterthattheysanganEnglishsongtogetherandtaughttheguestsadance.Thestudentswere

dividedintodifferentgroupsanddancedtogetherwiththeguestswhojoinedthem.Aftertheheadmaster

oftheschoolfinishedhisopeningaddress,theopeningceremonyoftheSchoolEnglishWorldcametoan

end.

Afterthelivelyopeningceremony,studentsfromGrade1toGrade6performedinvariousclassrooms

whattheyhadpreparedinadvance.Everyguesthadatimescheduleandaslongastheyfollowedthis

schedule,theyenjoyedsixwonderfulperformancesoneafteranother.Infact,thestudentsdidaverygood

jobinusingEnglishtotellstories,toactoutdramas,andtoplaygames.NotonlydidFangappreciatetheir

performancesinEnglish,buthealsointeractedactivelywiththem.Whatimpressedhimdeeplywasthe

gamescalled・SoybeansChangeintoManyThings・andthe・ChineseZodiac・.Theformerwasperformed

byfourboysandtwogirlsinGrade3.InthefrontoftheGrade3classroomtherewasalongdesk,onwhich

somebasins,pots,asoybeanmilkmachinewereorderlyplaced.Thenthestudentsshowedhowsoybeans

changedintodifferentthingsonestepafteranotherasinreallife.Forexample,inthefirststep,studentsput

somerealsoybeansintothesoybeanmilkmachineandpretendedtoturniton.Afterthat,theyaskedthe

audiencetoguesswhatthesoybeanswouldchangeinto.Inthisway,theydemonstratedhowsoybeans

changedintosoysauce,soybeanmilkandbeancurd.

TheZodiacgamewasveryusefulforstudentstomemorizethetwelveanimalsthatoriginallyindicatedthe

birthdatesofChinesepeople.ItwasagoodideatouseitinEnglishlearning,forthetwelvelovelyanimals

couldarousestudents・interest.Thereweretwobigcirclesonacartonboard;ontheleftwasaChineseera

diagramandontherightwasabirthdaydiagram.Abigfingerthatcouldbeturnedaroundwasinthe

centerofthebirthdaydiagram.Thensomevolunteerswereinvitedtothefrontandtestedtheirfortunes.

Oneofthestudentsaskedthevolunteerswhattheirzodiacsignswereoronwhatdaytheywereborn.Based

ontheiranswersthefinger・spointingdirectionwasadjustedbythestudent.Afterthatvolunteersturned

aroundthefingerandsawwhereitstopped.Usuallytheirfutureswere・Wonderful!・or・Lucky!・.After

havinglunchtogetherwithstudentsinGrade1,severalteacherguestswereinvitedtoplayacardgame

basedontheChineseZodiactogetherwithallthestudents.Thestudentsweredividedintofourgroupsand

therewasoneguestineachgroup.Everybodygottwelvecardswithtwelvedifferentanimalsonthem.But

threecardsfromeachparticipanthadtobeputaway.Thenthehomeroomteacherreadthenamesofthe

sixanimalsoneafteranother.Iftheanimaltheteachermentionedwasoneofthenineanimalsyouhad,you

scoredonepoint.Finallytheteacherandstudentscountedtogetherhowmanypointsthestudentsandguests

received.Thestudentswereabletoimprovebothlisteningandreadingabilitythroughplayingthisgame.

TheSchoolEnglishWorldwasabigEnglisheventratherthananEnglishclassanditsscopewas

impressive.FromthiseventitcanbeinferredthataCLTmethodmusthavebeenusedtoteachEnglishin

thiselementaryschool;otherwiseitwouldbeimpossibleforallstudentsfromGrade1toGrade6togive

theirpresentationsinacommunicativeway.Inthisevent,studentstriedtouseEnglishtoconveymeaning

althoughJapanesewasusedmore.Butatleast,fromFang・sobservation,moststudentswerenotafraidto

speakEnglish.ThiswasaverysuccessfuleventbecausethestudentswereabletolearnEnglishbyusingit

indifferentkindsofactivitiesandatthesametime,theirmotivationandinterestweregreatlyenhancedin

theEnglishlearningenvironmentcreatedbytheschool.TheALTofthatschool,aJapanesewhohadgrown

upintheUS,madeagreatcontributiontothecultivationofstudents・speakingabilityandthesuccessofthis

event.

2.TheGrammar-TranslationMethod(GTM)
OnNovember19,2013,FangwasabletoobserveaTOEICclassfornon-Englishmajorsinoneuniversity.

Therewere24first-yearstudentsinthisclass.Afterabriefintroduction,theinstructorfirstledthestudents
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todotheexercisesassignedinthepreviousperiod.Thestudentsweregivenseveralminutestogooverthe

fivefill-in-the-blankquestionsagain,fortheymusthavedonethembeforehandasrequiredbytheinstructor.

Ineachquestion,studentswererequiredtofillintheblankswithseveralwordsbasedonthesentencesthat

werewritteninJapaneseorinEnglish(fourinJapanese,oneinEnglish).Tosomeextent,itwasequaltosay

thatstudentswerebasicallyrequiredtotranslatetheJapanesesentencesintoEnglishsentences,withmost

partshavingalreadybeentranslated.TakeQuestion1forexample,theJapanesesentencewas・公園に木

がありました（が、今はもうない。）・.Basedonthissentence,studentswereexpectedtocompletethe

followingsentence:There( )( )( )atreeinthepark.Onestudentwasinvitedtotellwhathe

hadfilledin.Hisanswerwas・usedtobe・anditwascorrect.Thentheinstructorwentontoexplainwhy

theyshouldchoose・usedtobe・andexplainedindetailsaboutthedifferencebetween・usedtobe・and

・beusedtodoingsomething・.Healsoanalyzedtheimportantgrammaritemsintheotherfoursentences

insimilarways.Hisexplanationswerethoroughandveryhelpfulforstudents.Afterfinishingthose

exercises,thestudentswererequiredtoexchangetheiranswerswiththeirneighborsforgradingthem.

ThenitwastimetostudythenewwordsofLesson15.Somestudentswereaskedtoreadthem.Ifthe

instructorfoundthatsomewordswerenotpronouncedcorrectly,hecorrectedthem immediately.For

example,whenastudentcouldnotpronouncetheword・fee・correctly,hedemonstratedhowtopronounce

itandexplainedthekeypointsofpronouncingthisword.Hethenwentonanalyzingthedifferencesbetween

fee,moneyandtaxbymainlyusingJapaneseandalittleEnglish.SomeEnglishteachersspeakmore

JapanesethanEnglish,whichisnotgoodfordevelopingstudents・integratedability.・Thecomprehensible

inputhypothesisisthatacquisitionoccurswhenoneisexposedtolanguagethatiscomprehensibleand

containsi+1・(Lightbown&Spada,2013:106).Teachers・lessuseofEnglishcannotgivestudentsenough

input,letalonecomprehensibleinput.Theinstructoralsotaughtsomeotherkeywordsorphrasesinthe

waymentionedabove.Thenextpartofthisclasswaslistening.Thestudentswererequiredtolistentothe

tapecarefullyandchoosethebestanswerfirst.Beforelistening,theinstructoralsocarefullyremindedthe

studentsofsomelisteningskillssuchasgraspingthekeywords.Afteransweringthequestionsaboutthe

listeningpassage,thestudentslistenedtothesamepassageagainwithitsscriptandthenreadthescript

togetherforonce.Thensomestudentswereinvitedtorepeatsentenceswiththetape.Healsopickedout

somesentencesandtoldstudentshowtoreadthem.Oneofthesentenceswas・Isthistheinvoicethatyou

werelookingfor?・.Heexplainedindetailhowtopronounce・thatyouwere・asawhole.

Basically,theinstructorstillusedGTM inhisclass.Buthealsopaidmuchattentiontolisteningand

pronunciation,soitwasnotatypicalGTM.Infact,ifGTMcanbeusedtogetherwithsomeothermethods,

theteachingeffectswillbebetter.Forexample,whenteachingnewwords,theteachercanbecome・the

HumanComputer・,andstudentsmayusetheteacherto・practicethepronunciationofanyEnglishwordor

phrase・.(Larsen-Freeman& Anderson,2011:89).Inthisway,theclassatmospherewillbegreatly

improved.Similarly,somepartofotherteachingmethodscanalsobeborrowedandusedtogetherwith

GTM.

3.Aninteractiveteachingmethod
Inthefirstsemester,2013,Fangattended・EnglishTeachingMethodologyⅠ・,acontentcoursetaughtin

EnglishbyHayase,whostartedeachclassbyaskingthestudentsaquestion・Areyouwaitingformypresent?・

Herethepresentreferredtoatrueorfalsequiz.Itwasahumorousexpressionsincethosestudentswhoh

adn・treadthetextbookcarefullywouldnothavewaitedsurelyforthepresent.Infactthiswasjustone

exampletoshowthathewasgoodatusinghumortoactivatetheclassatmosphere.Thentheinstructorread

tenimportantstatementsselectedfromthetextbookoneafteranother.Thestudentshadtomaketheir

judgmentandmarkTrueorFalseasquicklyaspossible.Inordertogetgoodmarks,thestudentshadto

readthetextbookcarefullyathome.However,thosestudentswhoselisteningwasnotgoodmighthave

obtainedlowerscoreseveniftheyhadreadthetextbookmeticulously.Whenthetestwasover,eachstudent

wasaskedtoexchangetheirquizpaperwithoneoftheirneighborsandcorrectthepaperwhentheinstructor
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readthecorrectanswers.Thensomestudentswereinvitedtoreadthestatementsonebyoneloudlyandtell

theclasswhytheymarkedTrueorFalse.Theinstructormadecommentsoneachstatementandstudents

wrotethemdown.Itwasagoodwaytoconductaclassbecauseontheonehand,inthiswayallofthefour

skills,listening,speaking,readingandwritingwerepracticed,andontheotherhand,studentswereableto

knowthekeypointsofthechaptertheyweregoingtolearn.Then,theinstructorusuallyaskedifstudents

hadanyquestions.Ifstudentshadnoquestions,heaskedquestionsandinvitedstudentstoanswerthemor

askedstudentstodiscussthemwiththeirneighborsfirstandthensharedtheirdiscussioninclass.・The

languageteachermustdevelopstrategiesformaximizingtheamountofstudenttalkingtime.Well-

organizedpairworkisoneofthemostimportantwaysofachievingthis,・sayLewisandHill(2002:46).

Theinstructoruseddifferentwaystoinvitestudentstospeak.Sometimeshecalledsomestudent・sname

directlyandsuchinvitationwasmorelikeanorder.Sometimesheaskedforvolunteers,andinthisway

thosestudentswhowerepositiveinparticipatinginclassactivitieswouldgetmorechancestospeakinclass.

Andsometimesheaskedthosewhohadn・treadorspoken.Soallofthestudentsinhisclasscouldget

relativelyevenchancestospeakinclassandthoseactivestudentscouldgetmorechances.Inordertomake

surethatstudentswereabletounderstandthedifficultparts,theinstructorwouldusuallywritekeypoints

andexamplesonthewhiteboardorhandedouttostudentsrelevantmaterialshehadpreparedcarefully

beforehand.Afterhisdetailedanalysis,thestudentswereusuallyinvitedtoreadwordsorsentencesonthe

whiteboardclearly,loudlyandchorally.Inthisclass,theinstructorledtheclass,butstudentshadmany

chancestoparticipateinclassactivities.Infact,studentshadtobereadyforansweringquestionsor

expressingthemselvesatanytimebecausesomanyclassactivitieswereusedandmostoftheseclassactivities

neededstudents・positiveparticipation.

Fangalsolearnedafewtechniquesfromhisclass.Firstly,hecanmotivatestudentstolearnEnglishby

makinghisownclassvariedandenjoyable.・So,whoseresponsibilityisittomotivatelearners?Myguessis

thatitiseveryteacher・swhothinksofthelong-termdevelopmentofhis/herstudents・(Dornyei,2001:27).

Ateachershouldbeartheresponsibilitytomotivatestudents.Secondly,inhisclass,theinstructorhandled

therelationshipwiththestudentsratherwell.Ontheonehand,heusedhumorousjokesandstoriestomake

theclassatmosphererelaxing;ontheotherhand,hewasstrictwithstudentssothattheyhadtoconcentrate

ontheclassactivities.Thirdly,hetaughtmorethanwhatthetextbookoffered.Heusuallypreparedextra

materialsandhandedthem outtostudents.Lastbutnotleast,thereasonableuseofpairworkmade

studentshavemorechancestospeakinhisclass.

Onthewhole,theinstructordidarathergoodjobinorganizingandcontrollingtheclass,althoughthere

weresomepointsthatareworthreconsidering.Firstly,startingaclassbyatrueorfalsequiziseffectivein

examininghowwellthestudentshavepreparedfortheclass.However,thisconstantroutinemaymake

studentsfeeldullsometimes.Afterall,・iftheteacheralwaysdoesthesamethingsinthesameway,the

studentswillbebored!・sayLewisandHill(2002:15).Therefore,analternativeuseofothertechniquesto

startsomeclassesisexpectedtoarousestudents・interest.Secondly,toincreasestudents・talkingtime,not

onlypairworkbutalsosomegroupworkcanbeadopted.Instructorsshould・introducealternativeactivities

fromtimetotime-games,pairwork,groupwork,problemsolving,projectwork,etc.・(LewisandHill,

2002:15).Thereasonwhyhealwaysrequiredstudentstodopairworkratherthangroupworkmighthave

beenthatmovingdesksandchairs,anecessaryprocessfordoinggroupwork,wasawasteofpreciousclass

time.Butaslongasstudentsareusedtomovingdesksandchairsefficientlybasedontheteacher・s

instruction,itwon・twastetoomuchtime.Finally,sincethereareonlysixteenstudentsinthisclassandmost

ofthemwillbecomeEnglishteachersaftertheirgraduation,itisdesirablefortheinstructortoinviteone

studentineachclasstogiveapresentationonacertaintopic,whichwillbeanimprovementoftheir

confidenceinusingEnglishandanaccumulationoftheirteachingexperience.

4.Conclusion
InJapan,itcanbesaidthatEnglisheducationinelementaryschoolismainlytaughtwiththeuseofa
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CLTmethod.UsuallyEnglishistaughtfromGrade5mostlybyforeignteachersandJapanesehomeroom

teachersasactivitiesratherthanasubject.However,someelementaryschoolsthatpayspecialattentionto

EnglisheducationstartteachingEnglishfromGrade1;theschoolFangvisitedisanexample.Teachers・

goodpronunciationwillhaveapositiveinfluenceonstudents・pronunciationandconfidenceinspeaking

Englishfromtheverybeginning.

CLTispopularinjuniorhighschoolstooinJapan.ComparedwithGTM,CLTismoreeffectivein

improvingstudents・speakingandlisteningability.IntheEnglishclassweobservedinthejuniorhighschool,

theteacherusedpresentationtoteachEnglish,asagoodCLTtechnique.

Inuniversity,GTM isstillpopular,buttheroomforpureGTM isbecominglessandless,soitisbetter

tomakefulluseoftheadvantagesofdifferentteachingmethods.Aninteractiveteachingmethodisagood

modelthatcanbelearnedandspreadinthefuture.
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