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Relevance of Workshops in New Education-oriented Schools

— Change of “Openness toward Society” in the Context of Vocational Training—

Toshiko ITO

Abstract

The new Japanese Curriculum Guidelines, as announced by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology in March 2017, aim for a “curriculum that is open toward society” so that the rising generation may be able to
adapt to changing circumstances. The attitude of “openness toward society” can be cultivated not least in vocational training.
Some schools pursuing the ideas of New Education have offered curricula combining academic learning with vocational
training from their founding days in the early twentieth century up to the present time. This paper focuses on the variables
and invariables of the relevance that workshops have held in the vocational training at reformist German boarding schools
located in a rural setting. Odenwaldschule (1910-2015) emphasized students’ activities in the workshops, which, however,
were not intended directly to foster an attitude of “openness toward society” in the prewar period. In the postwar period, the
school revised the curricula, offering the acquisition of Abitur (baccalaureate diploma) in parallel with the recognition of
vocational credentials; in recognition of these achievements, Darmstadt’s Chamber of Commerce and Industry awarded the
school a certificate of “Zukunfiswerkstatt (workshop of the future)” in 2013. Urspringschule (1930-) has consistently
stressed students’ activities in the workshops. The school offers curricula which include not only the Abitur diploma, but also
apprenticeships in carpentry, tailoring, and precision engineering; in recognition of these achievements, Germany’s
Economic Juniors awarded the school a certificate of “Fit for Job School” in 2008. The reinforcement of vocational
education lends the New Education-oriented schools a high profile, at the same time expressing its attitude of increasing
“openness toward society”.
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LW HERE LY 25— (Wilhelm Stihlin, 1883-1975) °4#—/3L (Adolf Kéberle, 1898-1990) &\ o 7=
MEEFEDNFF SN D (vl Ginther 1980, S. 489),
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