
1.Introduction

InancientJapan,incorporatedintothelawcodesoriginallydraftedintheHakuh�era

（A.D.646-710）culminatingintheNaraera（A.D.710-794）,therewerelawsforthe

developmentofanearlymilitaryforceinadditiontoestablishingaseriesofcheckpoints,or

Seki-sho関所andthreemainfortifiedbarrierstations,orSan-Gen三関tobemannedbythese

forces（seepicture1）.ConcentratedinthecentralYamatodomaincalledtheKinai,atotal

ofnineteencheckpoints,includingthethreemajorfortifiedbarrierstationswereunder

operation.StrategicallypositionedalongtheextremeeasternedgeofthecentralKinai

domain,thethreemainfortifiedbarrierstationswere:SuzukanoSekioftheIseprovinceor

Ise-KuniSuzukanoSeki伊勢国鈴鹿関locatedatthebaseoftheSuzukaMountainrangeinthe

present-daytownofSekiinMieprefecture.FuwanoSekioftheMinoprovinceorMino-Kuni
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〈摘要〉

白鳳時代（西暦646～710年）から奈良時代（西暦710～794年）にかけての約

150年は、日本における国の形成において非常に重要な時期と認識されている。そ

れまでの日本は、村ごとに独立しており、国と呼べるものではなかったが、畿内

（大和国）に国を統制する中核組織を設置し、国の仕組みが作られた。本稿は、こ

の時期における三大関所（三関）を含む大規模な関所の開発が、古代の日本国家の

発展のための極めて重要な役割を提供したことを説明する。そして、そこには、ど

のような防御システムがあったのか、そしてそれはどのように機能していたのか、

またその防御システムの主な目的は何だったのか?本稿では、それらの問について

調査するため、鈴鹿関の西暦7～8世紀の遺跡の発見、研究、採掘に直接携わって

きた2人の主要人物、嶋村明彦氏と森川幸雄氏にインタビューした。また彼らとの

ディスカッションにより、鈴鹿関とこの時代の歴史的背景についての情報も得た。

さらに、関所が本州の東部と東北地域全体に渡り、大和国の支配を拡大することに

大きな役割を果たしたこともわかった。
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FuwanoSeki美濃国不破関 locatedatthebaseoftheIbukiMountainsinthepresent-day

townofSekigaharainGifuprefecture.AndArachinoSekioftheEchizenprovinceor

Echizen-KuniArachinoSeki越前国愛発関 believedtohavebeenlocatedintheNosaka

MountainsintheHikidaarea疋田inpresent-dayFukuiprefecture.

OnlywiththearchaeologicaldiscoveriesofremnantsoftheFuwanoSekifortificationsin

the1970・s（1974-1977）andmostrecentlytheeight-year（2006-2014）excavationofthe

SuzukanoSekiearthenwalls,hastheancientdocumentationbeensubstantiatedtosome

degree.Although,asofthiswriting,thethirdmainbarrierstationofArachinoSeki,despite

fieldsurveysconductedoverseveralyears（1996-1999）hasyettobeconfirmedbyany

physicalevidence.However,itseemsclearertodaythattherehadbeenawell-designed

checkpointandfortifiedbarriersystem,butforwhatspecificpurpose（s）diditserve?Was

itusedtosimplycontrolpersonsandpassage,tocollectfees?Ordiditalsotakeonamore

strategicaspectsuchasintimesofmajorconflict?InhisbooktitledAntiquityandAnachronism

inJapaneseHistory（1992）,Dr.JeffreyMass'sanalysisofthemajorforeignresearchonearly

JapanbringsintoquestionthebeliefthatearlyJapandevelopedorganically,inamoreorless

peacefulandharmoniousstate.Onthesomewhatextremeend,hewrites,consideringthe

seriesofpowergrabs,thedevelopmentoftheearlyJapanesestatemayhavebeencloserin

realityto・ataleofinvasionandwarfare・（pg.11）.ItwastheJinshinWarofA.D.672,and

nottheimperialpalacecoupinA.D.645,whichdeservesourattentioninunderstandingthe

beginningofthegreattransformationsoftheTaikaReformera.Inresponsetotheeffectsof

thiscivilwarinthesummerofA.D.672,aformalmilitaryforce,anewcheckpointand

fortifiedbarriersystemwithroadsconnectedbyhorse-relaywasprioritizedinthecentral

Yamatodomain.

2.T・angChinaLawCodes&EarlyJapan

LongbeforetheYamatokingdom ofearlyJapanattempteditsownvariationonthe

fortificationdesign,therulingpowersinancientChinahadformulatedanextensivesystem

ofdefensivewalls,includingheavilyguardedcheckpointswithgates,observationtowersand

adjoiningmilitaryfacilities.Additionally,vastnetworksofroadsconnectedbywayof

horse-relayallowedformovementsoftravelers,goods,militarypersonnelandinformationas

neverbefore.ProfessorofancientJapanesehistory,TatenoKazumi（2016）statesthatthe

ancientlawcodes,whichincludedthecheckpointsystemwithfortifiedbarrierstationsas
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wellthehorse-relaysystemwereadoptedfromT・angeraChina.

AccordingtoProfessorRichardJ.Miller（1979,pg.37）,theT・anglawcodesof7th

centuryChinawereaninvaluabletemplateinthecraftingofJapan・sownlawcodeinthe

7thand8thcenturiesalbeitwithitsownYamatoeradistinctions.AswrittenintheChronicles

ofJapan日本書紀（Aston.1972）,beginningintheNewYearA.D.646,newlyascended

EmperorK�tokupromulgatedaseriesofimperialedicts,thesecondproclamationreads,・

Thecapitalisforthefirsttimetoberegulated,andGovernorsappointedfortheHome

provincesanddistricts.Letbarriers,outposts,guards,andpost-horses,bothspecialand

ordinary,beprovided,bell-tokensmade,andmountainsandriversregulated・（BookXXV,

pg.206,paragraph14）.

Consistingmainlyofadministrativestatutes,theveryfirstlawcodesdevelopedinconcert

withthereformedictsofEmperorK�toku,whereforthefirsttime,thelandandthepeople

werebroughtundercentralizedcontrolandinadditiontothetotalreorganizationof

government,amilitaryforce,barriersystemwithcheckpointsandahorse-relaynetwork

weredevised.TheinitialversionofthelawcodewasenactedcircaA.D.668andcametobe

knownasthe�mi-Ry�,or�mi-Code,socalledasatthistimetheseatoftherulingfamily

waslocatedneartolakeBiwaintheprovinceof�mi（Miller,1979,pg.22）The�miCode,

consistingofsometwenty-twovolumes,wasintroducedduringthereignofEmperorTenji

（A.D.661-672）,whohadbeencrownprinceduringtheseminaltransformationofpowerin

A.D.645（Miller,1979,pg.23）AccordingtoJapanhistorianJamesMurdoch（1910,pg.

189）andMiller（1979,pg.23）thosetaskedwiththedevelopmentofthecodesborrowed

extensivelyfromtheYung-Hui-Lu-LinglawcodeoftheYung-Huiperiod（A.D.650-5）of

China・sT・angDynastyera.

FollowingthedeathofEmperorTenji,undersubsequentrulers,EmperorTemmu,who

reignedfromA.D.673-686,andEmpressJit�（A.D.687-697）,theadministrativelawcode

wasrevisedandupdatedinwhatisknownastheAsuka-Kiyomigahara-Ry�,orAsuka-

KiyomigaharaAdministrativeCode（Miller,1979,pg.29）.Again,timeandplacehadtodo

withthenamingofthenewlawcodeasatthistimetheseatoftherulingfamilyhadmoved

fromthe�miprovincetothatofKiyomigaharaintheAsukaregioninthesouthofYamato

province.The�miCodeandtheAsuka-KiyomigaharaCodewererevisedandintroduced

inA.D.701astheTaih�Ritsu-Ry�,orthecriminal（ritsu）andadministrative（ry�）codesof

Taih�（Miller,1979,pg.22）.TheTaih�Ritsu-Ry�,itselfbasedonChinalawdoctrine,was
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acentralforceofinfluenceonthelifeandtimesoftheNaraera.

WhiletheoriginalTaih�Ritsu-Ry�isnolongerextant,afurtherrevisionofthelawcode

completedinA.D.718andcalledtheY�r�-Ry�,orY�r�Code,remainspreservednearlyin

itsentiretyinacommentaryonthecodesknownasRy�-No-Gige（Miller,1979,pg.33）.In

theladderhalfoftheNaraera,theoriginalY�r�codesweregivenanupdateandofficially

annotatedin・NotesontheCode・orRy�-No-GigewhichwaspublishedinA.D.833（Miller,

1979,Pg.38）.ContainedwithintheY�r�Code（養老令全 30編）,arethelawsthat

specificallycoverthemilitary,knownastheGunb�-Ry�,orMilitaryCode,foundinVolume

5,Section17（Miller,1979,pg.35）,andthatofGen-Shi-Ry�,orBarriersandMarketsCode,

foundinVolume9,Section27（Miller,1979,pg.35）.TheMilitaryCodeincludes76

Articles（軍防令全76条）describingtherulesandregulationsgoverningtheconscription

anduseofamilitary.TheBarriersandMarketsCodeincludes20Articles（関市令全20

条）describingthespecificoperationandtherulesandregulationsofthemainbarrier

stationsandthemarketplaceslocatedadjacenttoorwithinthebarriersthemselves（・Y�r�

Code・,2017）.Asdocumentedinthe・NotesontheCode・,therewerethreemainfortified

barrierstations,oneestablishedinIseprovince,Ise-KuninoSuzukaSeki,anotherintheMino

province,Mino-KuninoFuwaSeki,andoneinEchizenprovince,calledEchizen-KuninoArachi

Seki（Miller,1979,pgs.239,240）.

3.FurtherResearch:PersonalInterviews/SiteVisit

Forthefollowinghistoricalresearch,in-depthinterviewingoftwokeyindividuals,

includingasitevisittogetherwithoneoftheparticipants,wasconductedinordertofurther

investigatethetopicandcollectrelatedinformation.Thetwoparticipants,Mr.Shimamura

Akihiko,andMr.MorikawaYukio,haveextensiveexperienceinbothJapanesehistorical

studiesandarchaeologyandareconsideredexpertsonthetopicoftheancientbarriersystem.

AlldiscussionswereconductedinJapaneseandwhilesomewhatinformalinstylealistof

questionswaspreparedtonotonlyorganize,butalsohelpincomparingandcontrasting

informationregardingthetopic.

Thefirstparticipant,Mr.ShimamuraAkihiko,wasuntilDecember2018,thedirectorof

theHistoricCulturalPropertiesDivisionofKameyamaCity,Mieprefecture,Japan.His

majorresponsibilitiesincludedoverseeingtheconservationandrestorationofSeki-Juku東

海道五十三次の関宿 anEdoera（A.D.1603-1868）post-stationtownregisteredasan
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importanttraditionalbuildingconservationareabytheJapanesegovernment.Foreight

yearsfrom2006-2014,hewasdirectlyinvolvedintheexcavationsoftheSuzukanoSeki

earthenwallfortifications.Mr.Shimamurawasthecentralfigureinthecity・sefforttohave

thearchaeologicalruinsofSuzukanoSekidesignatedanationalhistoricproperty,although,

asofthiswritingthesitehasyettoreceivesuchclassification.Ourdiscussionstookplace

overthreesessionsathisofficeintheKameyamaCityHallandtotaledaroundeighthours.

ThedateswereFebruary24th,2017,August15th,2017andJanuary26th,2018.

Thesecondparticipant,Mr.MorikawaYukio,precededMr.Shimamuraasheadofthe

HistoricCulturalPropertiesDivisionofKameyamaCity,andpriortothisworkwasa

researchteammemberforseventeenyearsatMiePrefecture・sCulturalPropertiesResearch

Center.Amonghismanyresearchactivities,hewaspersonallyinvolvedintheexcavations

oftheJ�monerasiteinMatsuzakacityknownasTenPakuIseki天白遺跡 datingfromthe

KokieraofJapan・sprehistoricalantiquity（c.2000－1000B.C.）,whichinturnreceived

formaldesignationasanationalhistoricproperty.ItwasMr.Morikawawhomadethe

initialdiscoveryoftheearthenwallremainsofSuzukanoSekiin2005.Andfrom2005to

2007hedirectedtheinitialexcavationsoftheSuzukanoSekisite.Ourfirstdiscussiontook

placeonJanuary31st,2018.Afollow-updiscussionincludingasitevisittogethertothe

remainsoftheSuzukanoSekitookplaceonFebruary24th,2018.Ourdiscussionsandsite

visittotaledaroundtenhours.

QuestionOne:HowweretheancientearthenwallsofSuzukanoSekifirstdiscovered?

Mr.Shimamurarecalledthatin2005,Mr.MorikawaYukio,whowasatthattimethe

directoroftheCulturalPropertiesDivisionofKameyamacity,foundwhatappearedtobe

piecesofancientrooftilesinawoodedareaatthesouthwesternedgeofKannonMountain

観音山locatedinthetownofSeki（seepictures2,3）.Afterthetileswereconfirmedtobe

fromtheancienttimeperiod,principleexcavationswerebegunin2006incoordinationwith

Kameyamacity,Sekitownandateamfromtheprefecturaluniversity,MieUniversity.The

initialexcavationseventuallyrevealedthreeclearlydefinedlayers,orsub-sectionsofthe

ancientwall,thatinitsentiretyformedasectionofthewallshapedlikean・L・.This・L・

sectionwastheelbowcurveofthenorthernportionofthewallandincorporatedthe

naturallyelevatedbaseofthemountainasitsdeepestandsubsequentlylargestsub-section.

Situatedtenmetersabovethis・L・sectionsitsalargenaturalboulderoutcropextendingjust

outoverthetreelinecreatinganadvantageouslookoutpointoverthevalleybelow.
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QuestionTwo:CouldyoudescribehowyoufirstdiscoveredtheancientwallsofSuzukanoSeki?

Mr.Morikawabeganwiththepointthathehadknownabouttheancientbarrierstation

SuzukanoSekibecauseofpeople,mostnotably,ProfessorHachigaSusumu（1999）,whohad

spenttimeresearchingandtryingtolocateitsremains.However,itwasn・tuntilMr.

MorikawahadmovedfromtheMiePrefecturalCulturalPropertiesResearchCentertothe

CulturalPropertiesDivisionofKameyamacityin2005,thathehadtakenadirectinterest

inthesubject.AlthoughhewasbornandraisedinthetownofSeki,notfarfrom the

proposedareaoftheancientwalls,itwasnotuntilalltheseyearslaterthathewouldtryto

searchfortheremains.Hesetoutinandaroundthehillsandwoodedmountainareaswhere

thewallswerethoughttohavebeenlocatedsearchingforcluestoitswhereabouts.Oneof

hismajordiscoveriespriortohisfindingancienttilefragmentsindicatingsegmentsofawall,

wasaforestpathwayconfirmedtobethatoftheoriginalT�kaid�pathwaythatonceran

fromthecapitalofancientNaratoSuzukanoSekiduringthe7thand8thcenturiesA.D.

AfterexitingtheforestandcrossingovertheSuzukaRiver,theoriginalT�kaid�pathway

leadtravelersuptothewestgateentranceatSuzukanoSeki.

AccordingtoMr.Morikawa,basedonpersonalresearchandinformationfromhistorical

chroniclesofthetimeperiod,ProfessorHachiga（1999）hadconcludedthattheancient

barrierstationofSuzukanoSeki,wasnotonlythelargestofthethreeancientbarriersbut

thatithadactuallybeendividedintoaneasternhalf東城 andawesternhalf西城.

Furthermore,asProfessorHachigasurmised,uponenteringthebarrierstationfromthewest,

theoriginalT�kaid�soonforkedeithercontinuingeast-northeastwardstowardtheIse

ProvincialGovernmentHeadquarters伊勢国府（IsenoKuniKokufu）orsouthwardsalong

anoldriverbisectingwiththeSuzukaRiveratthesiteoftheancienthorse-poststopcalled

Furumaya古馬屋.Itwasherethataconnectingroad,theIsePilgrimageRoad伊勢街道took

aturnsouthtoSaigu斎宮 andontotheIseShrineregion.

AsMr.Morikawaexplained,infact,therewasanoldriverknownasOtoro-gawathathad

rundirectlythroughthebarrierstation,essentiallycuttingtheareaintotwohalves.Today,

thisriverhavingbeenreducedtomoreorlessastream,doesnotprovideaclearanswer,but

accordingtoMr.Morikawa,twopiecesofinformationhelpedconfirmedProfessorHachiga・s

conclusion.Firstofall,intheearlyEdoera（beginningofthe17centuryA.D.）whenthe

TokugawaShogunate徳川幕府（Tokugawabakufu）revisedtheancienthorse-postsystem,

thesettlementofSeki,havinglongagobeentheancientbarrierstationofSuzukanoSeki,
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wasremadeintoaposttownforthenewT�kaid�thoroughfarelinkingEdo（present-day

capitalTokyo）withthethencapitalcityofKyoto.TheproblemwasthattheOtoroRiver

intersectedwiththeproposedroad.So,andaccordingtodocumentationofthattimeperiod,

theTokugawaShogunatelandfilledthatsectionoftheOtoroRivertoextendtheroad

throughthesettlementthusconnectingthetwohalves.Anothercrucialfindwasonethat

Mr.Morikawapersonallyoversaw.Inthissameareawheretheriverhadbeenlandfilled

somefourhundredyearsprior,anoldhomewasbeingtorndowninordertobuildanewone.

Obtainingpermissiontomakeanarchaeologicaldigtosearchforanysignoftheancient

periodpriortothelandfillintheearlyEdoage,Mr.Morikawa・sarchaeologicalhunch

uncoveredsomepositivelyhistoricalclues. Reachingsome1.5metersdown,ashand

fragmentsofpotteryconfirmedtobefromtheMuromachiera（A.D.1336-1573）werefound.

Theearthenformationsalsoconfirmedtheexistenceofalargeriverbedthatwasindeedthe

remnantsoftheoldOtoroRiverthathadoncefloweddirectlythroughthisarea.

ThesetwomajorfindshelpedMr.Morikawaunderstandinmoreconclusivedetailthatthe

siteoftheancientbarrierstationofSuzukanoSekiwasquitedifferentingeographical

relationtoitspresentself,theoldEdoeraposttownofSeki.FromtheEdoeraandthe

establishmentoftheT�kaid�thoroughfare,theposttownofSekihasconsistedofthreemain

neighborhoods,thatofShinjo新所,Naka-machi中町andKozaki木崎.PriortotheEdoera,

themaincentralareaofNaka-machididnotexist,onlythewesternhalf（Shinjo）andthe

easternhalf（Kozaki）.Inessence,theoldriverprovidedaseparationbetweenthesetwo

areasthusconfirmingtheideasofProfessorHachigathattheancientbarrierstationof

SuzukanoSekiwasintwohalves.MoreimportantlyforMr.Morikawa,thisrevelationgave

himtheideatotakeamuchcloserlookatthestreamanditsformationsthatwasoncethe

centralOtoroRiver.Hebeganbyfollowingthestream asitwindsitselfupintothe

northwesternhillstoitsoriginatthebaseofKannonMountain.Theoldriverbedledhim

towhatappearedtobeaseriesofunnaturalearthenformationsintheheavilyforestedarea

atthebaseofKannonMountain.Soonsearchingandsiftingaroundtheselandformations

hecameacrossvarioussmallfragmentsofveryoldtilesthatconfirmedsomethingancient

hadonceexistedthere.Thetileswerethenproperlyexaminedandconfirmedtobeofthe

ancientnunomegawarastyle,astyleoftilemakingcommonintheancientNaraandHeian

timeperiods.

QuestionThree:HowdidyouknowthatthesetileswerefromtheseventhoreighthcenturyA.D.?
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Mr.Morikawaexplainedthatintheancientperiod,theflatroof平瓦 hiragawaraand

roundedroof丸瓦 marugawaratilesweremadebyusingwetcloth,inatechniquecalled

nunomegawara布目瓦 orwet-clothtilestyle（seepicture4）.Whenthistechniquewas

applied,thetilesalwayshadlinesrunningonthesurfaceindicatingthegroovesthatthewet

clothcreatedduringthewetanddryprocessing.Furthermore,thetemperaturethatwas

obtainedtobaketheclaywasnotashighasinlatertimes,sothemiddlesectionofthetile

wouldretainitsgray-likecolorwhiletheinnerandoutersidesofthetilewouldbeearth

toned,beige-likeincoloration.Mr.Morikawafurthernotedthatafragmentoftilefromthis

timeperiodincomparisonwithastoneofsimilarsizewouldbefarlighter.Itwasthisfact

thatmadeiteasierforhimindetectingpossibletilefragmentswhensiftingthroughthedirt.

Thenunomegawarastyleindicatesanancientperiodstyleoftileprocessingthatcontinued

atleastintotheHeianperiod（A.D.794-1185）.Mr.Morikawaexplainedthatitwasn・tuntil

acircularsymboltilerepresentingtheimperialmarkofEmperorSh�mu重圏文軒丸瓦 was

unearthedfromtheaforementioned・L・section,thatthevariousrooftilefragmentscouldbe

authenticatedasNaraeratiles,indicatinganA.D.724-749timeframe.Mr.Morikawanoted

thattheancientIseProvincialGovernmentHeadquarters伊勢国府（IsenoKuniKokufu）

locatedashortdistancefromtheSuzukanoSekiBarrierStationalsohadtheseEmperor

Sh�musymboltiles.RecordsindicatethattheIseProvincialGovernmentHeadquarterswas

constructedinapproximatelyA.D.742.

Accordingtotheinformationfrom SuzukaCity・sArchaeologicalMuseum（2018）,

followingtheestablishmentofthefirstsetofprovincesinthemiddleseventhcenturyA.D.,

thecreationofprovincialgovernmentheadquartersprovidedforalocalizedpoliticalcenter

ofactivitythatincludedbranchesforthejudiciary,militaryandreligiousrights.The

ancientIseProvincialGovernmentHeadquartersisbelievedtohavebeenerectedbetween

theyearsA.D.741-744.IntheyearA.D.789,itwasrecordedthatagreatfaminestruckIse

province.Nofurthermajoractivitiesarelistedforthegovernmentheadquartersfromthis

yearafter.

In1957,ateamledbyKyotoUniversityProfessorFujiokaKenjir�begunthefirstsurvey

oftheareabasedonhistoricalgeographicinformation.Atthistime,theresearchteam

uncoveredanumberofrooftilesbelievedtohavebeenfromthemilitarybarracksthatwere

apartofthestructureusedtohousethearmycorps.Itwasnotuntil1992though,that

principleexcavationswerebegununderthesupervisionoftheSuzukaCityBoardof
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Education.Andin2002,thesitewasofficiallydesignatedanationalhistoricsiteofJapanese

antiquity.Intotal,threemajorareasiteshavebeenexcavatedcoveringatotalof7.4

hectaresor18.3acres.

Amongsttheseveralimportantdiscoveries,includingthecircularsymboltilesdesignating

theeraofSh�mu・sreign,thecentralfacilityofthegovernmentheadquarterswasfoundto

havebeenenclosedbyafencethathadacentralgatelocatedinthesouthandcoveredan

arearunning80meterseasttowestand110metersnorthtosouth.Insidetherewasa

rectangularmaingalleryhallwithoblongsubhallsoneitherside.Arectangularmainshrine

waslocatedjustbehindthemaingallery.Allthebuildingsfeaturedtiledroofswithpost

beamconstruction.Confirmingtheinitial1957survey,agreatnumberofrooftilesdating

fromthemiddleNaraera（A.D.729-741）wereuncoveredin1997.Thevastnumberofroof

tilesfoundindicatedanunusuallylargebuildingstructurethatmostlikelywasthemilitary

barracks.Itistheorizedthatduetotheconditionandplacementoftheremainsthatperhaps

amajornaturaldisasterdestroyedthecomplex.

Mr.MorikawasensesthestrongpossibilitythatatthetimeoftheSuzukanoSekifortified

barrierstation,themilitarycorpswereactuallystationednearbyattheIseProvincial

GovernmentHeadquarters.Mr.Shimamuracommentedthatoperationalstaffmayhave

alsobeenstationedattheIseProvincialGovernmentHeadquartersandthusmannedthe

SuzukanoSekibarrierstationduringregularoperationalhours.Duringanemergency

situation,mostlikelythebarrierstationwasstaffedandfortifiedwithsoldiersonafull-time

basis,whileremainingclosedtotravelersandmarketactivities.

QuestionFour:WhataboutthesizeoftheSuzukanoSekibarrierfortifications?

AccordingtoMr.Shimamura,excavationshaverevealedpilesofrooftileslyingsome3

� metersacrosswallsectionsfromotherpilesofrooftiles.Consideringthatthetopsection

hadlongdisintegratedandlefttheremainsoftilesoneithersideofthebasewall,theremains

ofthebasewallitselfsuggestanimmensestructure.Itishighlyprobablethatinsomeareas

thewallsmayhaverisentotenmeters.

Mr.ShimamurastatedthatcurrentexcavationsoftheSuzukanoSekibarrierfortifications

indicateawallstretchingsome600metersfrom thebaseofKannonyama（Kannon

Mountain）acrossthevalleyandendingneartotheelbowcurveoftheSuzukaRiver.He

explainedthatonlyremnantsofwallsthatappeartohaverunasonelongwallhavebeen

unearthed.RemnantsofFuwanoSekifoundinthe1970s（1974-1977）inthetownof
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present-daySekigaharainGifuprefecturerevealedearthenfortificationsmeasuring460

metersforthenorthernwall,432metersfortheeasternwalland112metersforthesouthern

wall.Inthislocation,theFujikoRiverprovidedanaturalembankmentwhichmostlikely

createdthewesternhalfofthefortifications.AsMr.Shimamuradetailed,theFuwanoSeki

fortificationdesignresembledmoreofalargeenclosurethanwhatisbelievedtohaveexisted

atSuzukanoSeki.Mr.MorikawaexplainedthattheSuzukanoSekibarrierfortifications

mostlikelyincludedthisonelarge（600meterslongwall）asthenaturalcharacteristicsofthe

areaincludingKannonMountain漢音山providinganorthernbarrierandShiroMountain

城山asouthernbarrier.Inotherwords,accordingtoMr.Morikawa,itappearslikelythat

SuzukanoSekididnothaveadditionalwallsnorwasitdesignedasanenclosuresimilarto

thatofFuwanoSeki.

QuestionFive:EventsfromtheJinshinWarofA.D.672madefirstmentionofthebarrieratSuzuka.

WhatwastheJinshinWarandwhat,ifanyrole,didtheSuzukanoSekibarrierhaveinthisconflict?

AsMr.Shimamuraexplained,atthistimeinearlyJapan,thereigningemperorbythe

nameofTenjihadfallenillandhisson,theprince�tomo,wassettotakehisplaceonthe

throne.ItsohappenedthattheailingEmperorTenjihadayoungerbrotherbythenameof

prince�ama.Itisknownthattheyoungerbrotherhadactuallyrefusedtoascendthethrone

preferringtobecomeaBuddhistmonkintheareaofYoshinointhefarsouthernpartof

Yamatoprovince,present-dayNaraprefecture.Infact,asitturnedout,theyounger

brother,�ama,hadmisleadhisolderbrother,theailingEmperorTenji,whilecarefully

concoctingplansforhisownpowergrab.Uponthepassingofhisfather,theEmperorTenji

inJanuaryofA.D.672,son�tomobecamethenewemperorwithanewname,K�bun.His

reignwouldlastanill-fatedeightshortmonths.

WhileunderdisguiseandlivingthelifeofahermitmonkinYoshino,theformercrown

prince�amabegantomaneuverforthethronecurrentlyoccupiedbyhishalf-nephew,the

newcrownedEmperorK�bun.InajourneydocumentedintheChroniclesofJapan日本書

紀（Aston.1972）,prince�amatraveledwithasmallgatheringofloyalistsupandthrough

southernYamatoprovinceandthroughtoIgaprovince.Alongthewayhemanagedin

gatheringanassortmentoffollowersdedicatedtohismissionofsecuringthethronefor

himself.AccordingtoMr.ShimamuraatthetimeofhisarrivalattheSuzukabarrierinIse

province,hewasmetbyacertainnumberofmembersoftheimperialcourtwhosecretly

supportedhisideas.Atthispoint,itismentionedinthehistoricalchroniclethatsomefive
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hundredsupportershadjoinedhim.

Withhisgroupofloyalists,thedutifulbrotherprince-turnedBuddhistmonk-turned

imperialthroneseekersethissightstowardtheprovinceofMinosituatedseveraldays

journeynorthoftheSuzukabarrier（situatedontheborderofIga&Iseprovinces）.Arriving

atMinoprovince,prince�amahadnowassembledaforceofatleastthreethousandand

wouldforthefirsttime,engageincombatwiththeforcesofhisadversarytheEmperor

K�bun.Asthehistoricalchroniclenotes,aseriesofbattleswerewagedduringthelate

summermonthsofA.D672.InamajorbattleinMinoprovincefoughtintheareaofwhat

isthepresent-daytownofSekigahara,thehistoricchroniclesdescribethesuccessfulblockage

oftheroadtoFuwa.Mr.ShimamuracommentedthatalthoughtheFuwanoSekibarrier

isnotspecificallymentioned,thefactthattheFuwaRoadwasakeystrategicsitegivessome

notionthatthebarrierstationofFuwanoSekimayhavebeeninexistenceatthistime.

Mr.Morikawapointedoutthoughthatsincethehistoricalchronicleswerewrittennearly

fiftyyearsaftereventsoftheJinshinWar,itcannotbeknownforcertainthatthegreat

barrierfortifiedstationsactuallyexistedatthetimeoftheJinshinWar.Inhisassessmentof

theeventsoftheJinshinWar,whiletheformerprince�amadidreachIseprovincewithhis

groupofloyalists,theSuzukanoSekibarrierwasnotyetinexistence.Moreprobable,as

Mr.Morikawaexplained,isthatheandhismenwentaboutconstructingacrudebarrierto

helpaidinsecuringtheIgaprovince/Iseprovinceborderareas.Hissummationreferenced

thenaturallandscapesoftheareathatprovidedexcellentlookoutsoverthevalleyandthe

naturalmountainpasses.Inotherwords,theareaprovidedabaseofoperationforprince

�ama・sforcesandfromthere,theformerprincesoughttoshoreuphissupportintheMino

provincewhere,accordingtoMr.Morikawa,hewasheldingreatesteemquicklygathering

alargeforceofsupporters.

Sightingthearchaeologicalrecordtofurthersupporthistheory,Mr.Morikawaexplained

thatthearchaeologicalremainsoftheSuzukanoSeki・searthenwallfortificationspoint

stronglytowardstheprobabilitythattheywereredesignedandbuiltupsignificantlyin

preparationforthevisitofEmperorSh�muduringthemonthofNovemberintheyearA.D.

740.Untilthistime,accordingtoMr.Morikawa,thebarrierwallsofSuzukanoSekiwere

probablynomorethanreinforcedearthenmoldsatopnaturallandforms（seepictures5,6）.

Unlikeatypicalwalloftheperiodthatwouldencircleatempleforexample,thewallsof

SuzukanoSekiwerenotconstructedfromwoodenmoldsbutatfirstthenaturallandform
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itselfwasfixedwithpoundedearthtoform abasecalleddorui土塁 .Thesecondlayer

includedworkingwiththenaturalbaseusingamixedearthandrockmethodordobei土塀.

Mr.MorikawapointedoutthatupuntiltheproposedvisitofEmperorSh�muthebarrier

fortificationsweremostlikelyinthisstateofcondition.

Therefore,inpreparationfortheroyalvisit,Mr.Morikawatheorizesthattheearthenwall

fortificationsweresignificantlyimprovedandfurthermorethatatopwallsectionwasadded

givingaddedheightandanairofregalauthority.AsMr.Morikawaexplained,thistop

sectionwasinthetsuiji-beistyle築地塀 typicalofthegrandfencesthatencircledthemost

importantpropertiesofantiquity（seepicture7）.Twodiscoveriespointtothisprobability.

Firstofall,theaforementionedEmperorSh�mucircularsymboltilethatwouldhavebeen

affixedtothetileroofsectionwasuncoveredintheruins.Anotherimportantpointisthat

whilenothingofthetopsectionremains,thefragmentedrooftileswerefoundlyingmostly

alongthetopleftandrightsidesofthesecondlayerofearthenwall.Morikawaexplained

thatovertime,thethinnertopwallsectionwithitstiledroofwouldhaveerodedandthetiles

wouldthereforehavefallentoeitherside.

AccordingtoinformationfromtheYokkaichiCityBoardofEducationSocialEducation

Section（2018）,whenEmperorSh�muembarkedonhisroyaltour・eastoftheSekibarriers・

［暫く関東に住かん］inA.D.740,itwas,infact,beingcarriedoutduringaperiodofgreat

uncertainty. Somefiveyearsprior,inA.D.735,asmallpoxepidemicravagedthe

populationsinthefarwesternterritoriesandbyA.D.737hadspreadupintothecentral

regionoftheKinaidomain.Estimatesrangefromaquartertoathirdofallpeoplediedas

aresultofthehighlyinfectiousdisease.Inresponse,thedevoutBuddhistleaderEmperor

Sh�muorderedevenmoreconstructionofreligiousimages,templestohousethemandany

numberofceremoniestobeperformed.Notonlywerehumanresourcesexploitedbythis

effort,butsotothatofextensivenaturalresourcesneededforthesegrandreligiousprojects.

SuzukaCity・sArchaeologicalMuseumpointsoutthatahostofnaturalcalamities,including

amajorearthquakeinA.D.734,anddevastatingfaminesduetosignificantcropfailures,

wererecurrentthemesthroughouttheera.

WhileEmperorSh�musurvivedtheplague,severalleadingfigureswithintheimperial

governmentdidnot,includingtopcourtofficialsfromtheadversarialbuthighlyinfluential

Fujiwaraclan.Atthistime,animportantmemberoftheFujiwaraclan,Fujiwarano

Hirotsuga,whowasgovernorofthecentralYamatoprovince,wasremovedfromhisposition
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andsenttothefarwesternprovinceofChikuzen,present-dayFukuokaprefecture.Itwas

hereinA.D.740,ontheborderareasseparatingChikuzenprovinceandBuzenprovince,that

Hirotsugawastoinitiateanultimatelyunsuccessfulwarwithimperialforces-knownasthe

FujiwaranoHirotsugaWar.

Mr.Morikawaexplainedthatwhilediseaseandconflictsraged,EmperorSh�muwasin

effectmakingatourinA.D.740,toreassurethepopulaceandshoreuppoliticalsupportin

thecentraldomain.Asitturnedout,theroyaltourwasjustthebeginningofwhatbecame

anextendedhiatusfromthecapital,asEmperorSh�muremainedawayfromthecapitalat

NaraforsomefiveyearsuntilreturningforgoodinA.D.745.Duringthistimeperiodhe

establishedasatellitecapitaljustnorthofNaracalledKuni-kyo恭仁京,anotherlaterat

ShigarakiinOmiprovince紫香楽宮 ,andfinallysettledforatimeattheformercapitalof

Naniwa難波宮inA.D.744.

QuestionSix:InA.D.789,theoperationofthethreemainfortifiedbarrierstations,orSanGen

（三関）waseffectivelyended.Whatwasthereason(s)forthis?Whatwasthesituationlikeatthis

time?

Whenthethreemainbarrierstationswereinregularoperationitwasknownaskai-gen

開関.Intheeventoftheemperororempress・sillness,orinthecaseofhisorherdeath,the

threemainbarrierstationswereclosedindefinitelyinaperiodknownasko-gen固関.While

naturaldisastersalsoinitiatedtemporaryclosure,itwasespeciallyduringthetimesof

imperialsuccessionthatbroughtabouttheurgentneedforclosingandsecuringthemain

barrierstations.ThisearlyformofmartiallawwithintheYamatodomainwasincreasingly

necessaryastheprobabilitywashighthatacoupsd・・tatoracivilwarcouldbreakoutwhen

themostpowerfulleadershippositionswereinflux.Mr.ShimamuraandMr.Morikawa

bothcommentedthatwhilethehistoricalrecordindicatedthatthemainfortifiedbarrier

stationsystemwasendedinA.D.789,itisunclearastothespecificreason（s）why,andalso,

ifthebarrierswerecompletelyabandoned.Itisknown,however,thatthebarriersremained

closed,underthestatusofko-gen固関,untilatleastthefirsthalfoftheHeianperiod（A.D.

794-1185）.Nofurtherrecordsexist,iftheyeverdid,oftheoperationand/ordecommission-

ingoftheSan-Gensystemfromthistimeforward.

Furthermore,asMr.Shimamuraexplained,thatamongstthevarioustheories,itseems

likelythatasstabilitytookholdwithinthecentralKinaidomainandwiththesubsequent

driveforexpansionintotheeasternandfareasternterritories,thattheSan-Gensystemlost
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itsprimarypurpose.Mr.Morikawacautionedthoughthattheexpansionintotheeastern

frontierwasnotinaretaliatorysense,inotherwords,thesituationatthattimewasnot

entirelyhostile.Furthermore,hebelieves,thedevelopmentoftheeasternandfar-eastern

frontierswasnotaseriesofbattles,oranything,likeagreatcivilwar.Hisopinionsitesthe

archaeologicalevidencethatatbothbarrierstations,FuwanoSekiandSuzukanoSeki,the

barrierwallsandstationofoperationslayopposite（totheeast）themajorrivers（the

Fujiko-gawa&theSuzuka-gawa）andawayfromthemountainrange.Asisthecaseof

SuzukanoSeki,theIseProvincialGovernmentHeadquarters（IseKokufu）waslocated

furthereastofthebarriers.WhilebothMr.ShimamuraandMr.Morikawasupportthe

theorythatthemainfortifiedbarrierstationswereestablishedanddesignedtodefend

againstresistanceoriginatingfromwithintheKinaidomain,Mr.Morikawacautionsagainst

itsuseasadeterrenceagainstthreats,ifany,comingdirectlyfromtheeasternorfar-eastern

frontierplains.Inotherwords,inhisassessment,hadspecificthreatsoriginatedfromthe

eastorfareast,SuzukanoSekibarrierstationwouldhavebeenlocatedeitheronthewestern

sideoftheSuzukaRiveroratleastthebarrierstationwallswouldhavebeenontheeastern

side.Itisinterestingtonotethough,thatinthecaseoftheFuwanoSeki,whilethebarrier

stationwasalsolocatedeastofitsmajorriveratthebaseoftheIbukiMountainrange,its

main432meterslongwallwaslocatedonitseasternside.

Mr.Shimamuraexpressedthatbythistime,theneareasternlandsclosesttothemain

barrierstationsdidnotposeanyimmediatethreat,rather,themajorproblemslayinthe

pacificationoftheindigenouspopulationsscatteredthroughoutthefareasternlandsofDewa

andMutsu（present-dayT�hoku）andbeyondintoEzoisland.TheislandknownasEzo,or

Ezochi（present-dayHokkaido）,wasnotconsideredundertheJapanesesphereofinfluence

inthesetimesandwouldremainmostlyunderindigenousAinucontrolupuntiltheMeijiera

（A.D.1868-1912）.AccordingtoMr.Shimamura,inthelate8thandearly9thcenturiesA.D.,

indigenouspeoplesofthenortheast,mostnotablytheAinupopulations,clashedwith

JapaneseforcesovermanyyearsspecificallyinthelandsofDewaandMutsu. Mr.

Shimamuraconcludedbyaddingthatitwasnotdifficulttoimaginewhatitwaslikeinthese

ancienttimes:withtheSeaofJapanprotectingitsnorthernandwesternside,andthePacific

itssouthern,themainfortifiedbarriersystemwastheYamatokingdom・seasternbarrier.

AndbyA.D.789,withthecentralKinaidomainexperiencingatimeofrelativecalmunder

theruleofEmperorKammu（A.D.781-806）,theextentoftheresistance,howevergreator
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small,wasconcentratedbeyondtheKant�inthefareasternfrontier.Thus,theSan-Gen

systemgraduallylostitsmainfunctionasacontrolmechanismforsuppressinganinternal

revoltturnedmajorcivilwarmuchlikethatoftheJinshinWar,sometimeago,duringthe

summermonthsofA.D.672.

4.Conclusion

ThethreemainfortifiedbarrierstationsknownastheSan-Gen,wereindividuallyaswell

ascollectivelyaborder-defensebuiltandmaintainedtoprotectthecentralKinaidomainof

theYamatokingdom.Initsinitialphase,accordingtoMr.Morikawa,thelocationsof

SuzukanoSekiandFuwanoSeki,werelittlemorethanameetingpointratherthana

strategicbaseformilitary-likeoperations.Lateron,theselocationsweresignificantlybuilt

upandfortifiedasgarrisonedbarrierstationswithaprovincialgovernmentheadquarters

locatedneartothebarrierasatSuzukanoSeki.Inthiscapacity,asbothMr.Morikawaand

Mr.Shimamurahavecommented,initsinception,theSan-Genwasdevisedinorderto

discourageanyadversaryoftheimperialcourtfrommovingoutsidetheKinaidomaininan

attempttogathersubjectstomountastrategiccounterattack.

AsProfessorTateno（2016）writes,intimesofrelativepeace,thebarriersplayedamore

nuancedday-to-dayroleasabuttressagainsttheflowofillegitimatepersonsfrominand

outsidetheborderregions.DuringthistimeoftheRitsu-Ry�era,thecheckpointsandthe

mainbarrierswerealsovitalinhelpingtoregulatethecitizenry,discouragetaxevasionand

themisuseofgovernmentallocatedfarmland,amongstotherinternalcontrols.TheSan-Gen

barrierstationseventuallyincludednotonlylargeearthenwallfortifications,gatesand

heavilyarmedsoldiers,butamarketplaceareawheregoods,andevenslaves,couldbe

barteredandsold.Andintimesofgreatestuncertainty,thebarrierswereclosedindefinitely.

WhatisnotcleariswhethertheSan-Gen,consideringitsstrategiclocationalongthe

historicalEast/Westdivide,didinfact,actasadefenseagainstspecificthreatsoriginating

fromtheeasternandfar-easternregionsofHonshu.Whileneitherhistoricaldocumentation

orcurrentarchaeologicalevidencehasbeenfoundtoestablishthistheoryattheSan-Gen,

whatisevidentlyclear,isthatthefortifiedbarriersystemoftheSan-Genwasreplicatedin

criticalareasthroughouttheeasternandfarnortheasternregionsofHonshu.Ashistory

notes,theYamatokingdomhadbeguntoinfiltratetheselandsestablishingamilitaryfortress

atTaga（A.D.724）andlaterasecondaryfortressfurthernorthatIsawa（A.D.802）.And
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aroundthissametime,thefareasternborderlinewiththebarriersofShirakawa,Nakoso

andNezuwassoonestablished.Inotherwords,whileindigenouspeoples,mostnotablythe

Ainu,mayormaynothavespecificallythreatenedthecentralKinaidomain,contraryto

this,theearlyJapanesetookthefighttotheminthelate8thandearly9thcenturiesA.D.with

increasinglyfavorableresults.

Untilfurtherarchaeologicalevidenceisuncoveredwiththepossibilityofsomeremnantof

thethirdfortifiedbarrier,thatofArachinoSeki,finallyrevealed,thefullunderstandingof

theSan-Genhistorywillremainsomewhatincomplete.Today,however,wecanrealizewith

evengreaterperspectivethatthethreemainfortifiedbarrierstations,collectivelycalledthe

San-Gen,hadaprofoundimpactonthedevelopmentofthegreaterJapanesestate,helping

tostabilizetheinteriorwhileexpandingitsborderstoeventuallyincludetheentireexpanse

oftheeasternhalfofthemainislandofHonshu.
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Picture1:FortificationsofIse-KuniSuzukano

Sekicirca740sA.D.OriginalSketchbyMoe

Matsunaga.

Picture2:SuzukanoSekiearthenremains.

Originallocationofdiscovery.PhotobyBrian

J.Mahoney.

Picture3:LargefragmentofSuzukanoSeki

tile.PhotobyBrianJ.Mahoney.
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Picture4:Noticeindentationsfromtheancientwet-

clothtilemakingstyle.PhotobyBrianJ.Mahoney.

Picture5:Themainsectionofthe600meterswallof

SuzukanoSekibeforeA.D.740.DrawingbyMoe

Matsunaga.

Picture6:Themainsectionofthe600meters

wallafterA.D.740.Noticetheadditionsto

upperwalland gate.Drawing by Moe

Matsunaga.

Picture7:Upperfence-likeportionaddedtotop

ofSuzukanoSeki・swallsfromafterA.D.740.

NoticetheEmperor・scircularsymboltile.

DrawingbyMoeMatsunaga.
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