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1. Introduction

For the Japanese, speaking English is sometimes
challenging. One of the effective ways to feel at ease
when communicating in English is to be familiar with
speaking in the language. For this, it is necessary to
provide places to practice English in their lives.
Increasing the number of foreign tourists can provide
opportunities to practice English. This research focuses
on examining the present condition of the websites
managed by regional offices in Mie to find out how
much they contribute to the attraction of foreign tourists
to Mie. In addition, a questionnaire survey was
conducted to find out what internet resources foreigners
usually use to obtain the information they need to plan
their trip to Japan. The issues, that these websites
introducing regional attractions of Mie may have, were
studied and necessary alternations to increase the
number of foreign tourists were suggested. Focusing on
the websites operated by each city in Mie may provide a
positive impact on its economy and will create a
preferable opportunity for people to acquire English
speaking proficiency by communicating with foreign
tourists.

2. Methods

A questionnaire survey was conducted using Google
Form to clarify what sources on the Internet do
foreigners visiting Japan use to find information. In a 20-
day survey, 310 responses were obtained.

3. Results

An ordinal logic regression analysis was performed
on the experience of visiting Japan and the willingness
to visit Mie Prefecture compared with other variables.
The result showed that respondents who have visited
Japan do not use video sites but use personal blogs as
information sources on the Internet. Focusing on the
willingness to visit Mie, there was a negative

relationship between age and the willingness to visit Mie.

The relation of the willingness to visit Mie with age
groups showed a negative effect; therefore, it can be said
that the willingness to visit Mie is not related to the
respondents’ age.

4. Conclusions

In conclusion, it was suggested that foreigners who
want to visit Japan may choose Mie as their destination
if the charm of Mie could be conveyed. However, even
though information on Mie has been disseminated, the
contents may not be sufficient, and that the information
is not visible to foreigners. In order to increase the
number of tourists to Mie, it is necessary to devise ways
to make information available to foreigners as well as
the reinforcement of the information provided. The
increase in number of tourists will promote regional
development and provide a place to nurture the ability to
communicate in English in response to globalization. In
addition, it can provide a place where young people can
play an active role locally.
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Section 10f4

A4
A

Questionnaire on Traveling to Japan

Hello. I am Yuri Takahashi, studying at the Graduate School of Regional Innovation Studies at Mie University,
Japan.

Currently, | am studying on the effective way to share information through websites to increase the number of
foreign tourists in Mie, Japan. To investigate how people usually get information on the Internet while searching
what to do and where to visit in Japan, | would like you to fill out the questionnaire. It may take 3-4 minutes. The
data which is collected will be used for this research only. It will be considered as you agreed above upon your
submission. Thank you for your cooperation.

1. What is your gender?

Male

Female

Prefer not to say

2. How old are you? *

10s-20s
30s-40s
50s-60s
QOver 60s

Prefer not to say
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3. Where are you criginally from? Flease specify the country or region. (If yvou choose "Other”
please write the country or region in the space provided.

() Mexico
() Morway
() China
[ cermany

O Italy

() United States

O Morocco

() France

() United Kingdom

O Canada
() Other.

4. Where do you currently live? Please specify the country or region. *

Short answer text

5. Have you ever visited Japan? *

() Yes
() No

() 'mnot sure.

() Other..
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6. Which Internet source(s) do you usually use (or will you use) to get information about planning *
your trip to Japan? (Please mark all vou usually use, and if you choose "Other”, please specify
the source(s) in the space provided.)

Website(s) about Japan (Japan Travel, Japan guide , etc.)
Travel agent, airline, accommaodations’ website(s)
Regional tourism association websites

Review sites (TripAdvisor, etc.)

SNS (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc.)

Personal Blogs

Video websites (Youtube, etc.)

Other...

7. This is a short video introducing Mie Prefecture, Japan. Unforgettable Japan, Mie(Digest Version) It
is only 30 seconds.

8. After watching the video, do you want to visit Mie Prefecture? ©

Yes

Mo

I'm not sure.
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Section 2 of 4

9A. This is a question those answered "Yes" -
to Q8 (Do you want to visit Mie Prefecture?).
Why do you think so?

Description (optional)

Flease explain why you answered "yes" to Q8. (Maximum character count 1000} *

Long answer text

&

104, This is the last question. What do you think is important for you to choose your destination
when traveling to Japan? (Maximum character count 1000)

{e.g. Food is important. To visit shrines and temples is interesting for me. etc.)

Long answer text

Section 3 of 4

9B. This is a question those answered "No" -
to Q8 (Do you want to visit Mie Prefecture?).
Why do you think so?

Description (optional)

Please explain why you answered "MNo” to Q8. (Maximum character count 1000) *

Long answer text

#

10B. This is the last question. What do you think is important for you to choose your destination
when traveling to Japan? (Maximum character count 1000)

{e.g. Food is important. To visit shrines and temples is interesting for me. etc.)

Long answer text
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Section 4 of 4

9C. This is a question those answered "I'm =
not sure." to Q8 (Do you want to visit Mie
Prefecture?). Why do you think so?

Description (optional)

Flease explain why you answered "I'm not sure.” to 8. (Maximum character count 1000) *

Long answer text

10C. This is the last question. What do you think is important for you to choose your destination *
when traveling to Japan? (Maximum character count 1000)

{e.g. Food is important. To visit shrines and temples is interesting for me. etc.)

Long answer text
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