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Acceptance of Christmas culture and Santa Claus myth in China

TomITA Shohei

{Abstract)

In Study 1, we collected articles related to Christmas and Santa Claus on the Web,
and analyzed the contents using 34 articles as samples. As a result, it was confirmed
that the popularity of Christmas and Santa Claus in China has increased rapidly in
the last 10 years, and activities to celebrate it have been widely carried out. However,
its awareness was only noticeable among young people, not among those in their 40 s
and above and children. In addition, there was a critical view on the overheating of
festivals of different cultures, and there was a “Christmas ban” as a symbolic
movement. In Study 2, we conducted a questionnaire survey of 20 Chinese students
asking about their beliefs and understanding of Santa Claus. As a result, it was shown
that only 509 of the respondents believed in Santa Claus in their childhood, which is
less than the results of Japanese students (88%). Chinese students were less likely to
encourage their children to believe in Santa Claus than Japanese students. They often
preferred to convey scientific knowledge and truth rather than make children believe
it. Also, more students from southern China believed in Santa Claus in their
childhood than students from northern China.

Keyword . Christmas, Santa Claus, belief, imagination, cross-cultural comparison,
China
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