
Introduction

ThetownofSeki,nestledatthebaseoftheSuzukaMountainsinthenorthernpartofMie

prefecture,wasoriginallyestablishedasthefirstofthethreemainbarrierstations,or

San-Gen三関inthelatterhalfofthe7thcenturyCE.Fornearlyonehundredfiftyyears,the

barrierstationatSeki,knownasSuzukanoSeki鈴鹿関,functionedinseveraluniqueways.

Foritwasnotonlyamilitarybasewithavastdefensivewallstructure,butalsoacentral

crossroadofactivitymarkingtheeasternborderregionoftheYamatokingdom ofearly

Japan.Servingadualpurpose,theSan-Gensystem wasdevisedtoguardtheYamato

kingdomagainstadirectassaultfromthefar-easternterritories,inadditiontopreventing

thoseseekingtodestabilizepowerstructureswithintheYamatokingdom bygathering

oppositionfromoutside.However,withthefurtherweakeningofcentralizedgovernment

control,theturnoverofpubliclandsintoprivatelandedestatesorsh�en,andthecontinuing

expansionintotheeasternregions,bytheearlyHeianperiod（c.9thcentury）thethreemain

barrierstationsfellintodisuse.Insubsequenteras,anincreasingnumberofSeki-shoor

smallercheckpoints,wouldproveaneffectivemeansofcontrollingtheflowofpeople,goods

andtrade,whileprovidingasteadyrevenueresource.From theEdoera（1603-1868）,
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SuzukanoSekireemergedasacentralcrossroadofactivitywhentheTokugawaShogunate

establishedtheT�kaid�thoroughfarethuslinkingthecapitalatKyotowiththatofEdo.

Today,Sekitown・smain1.8kilometerstretchoftheT�kaid�isremarkablywell-preserved

withsometwo-hundredpropertiesregisteredasimportanttraditionalbuildingsbythe

Japanesegovernment.Seki・sannualsummerfestivalinlateJulyandthearrivalofthegate

from IseShrineeverytwentyyears,arejusttwoincredibleremindersofthelinkageto

ancientNara,KyotoandIse（seefigures1,2）.

1.ImaginingSuzukanoSeki

BytakingacloserlookatthegeographicoutlineoftheareaoftheoriginalKinaidomain

oftheYamatokingdominearlyJapan（seeFigure3）onecannoticehowadvantageousan

areaitwasforestablishingabaseofrule.ThecentralYamatoprovince（present-dayNara

prefecture）surroundedbyarangeofheavilyforestedmountainswaslargeenoughtoprovide

protectionbutnottoosubstantialastocompletelynegatetheflowofpeopleandgoods.The

widevalleyoftheYamatoplains,includingseveralmajorriversanditsmyriadofestuaries,

madeitpossibletofurtherdevelopandmaintainitsownlivelihood.Movingslightlypastthe

firstrangeofmountainsinaneasterlydirection,thetopographicalarrangementsoon

providesforanalmostunbrokenridge-lineofmountainsrunningfromtheSeaofJapaninthe
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Figure1:Seki-Juku'sSummerFestival. Figure2:ThegatearrivesinSeki-Juku

fromIseShrine.
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Figure3:TheKinaiDomainofEarlyJapan,Middle-Late8thCentury

CE.Conceptbyauthor,ArtworkbyMatsunagaMoe.
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north,tothePacificOceaninthesouth,withseveralpeaksreachingmorethan1,000meters

inheight.Itwasinareasalongthisrangeofmountainsthatthethreegreatfortifiedbarrier

stations,orSan-Gen古代三関 werelocated,theywereasfollows:SuzukanoSekioftheIse

province,orIse-KuniSuzukanoSeki伊勢国鈴鹿関,FuwanoSekioftheMinoprovince,or

Mino-KuniFuwanoSeki美濃国不破関,andArachinoSekioftheEchizenprovince,or

Echizen-KuniArachinoSeki越前国愛発関.Atthetimeoftheancientbarriersystem,thisspan

ofmountains,whichincludestheNosaka,theIbukiandtheSuzuka,wasineffecttheeastern

borderlineoftheYamatokingdom（SeeFigure3）.

2.CircuitofAncientTransportationRoads

ThemainarteryoftrafficfromthecentralYamatoprovincemovingdueeastwasalong

theoldT�kaid�（KodaiT�kaid�古代東海道）connectingwiththeSuzukanoSekibarrier

station（seeFigure3）.Firstdocumentedin672CE（NihonShoki,BookXXXVIII,para.

8）,SuzukanoSekiwassituatedatthebaseoftheeasternsideoftheSuzukaMountainrange

whereboththeKabuto加太峠andSuzuka鈴鹿峠MountainpassesconvergeattheSuzuka

River鈴鹿川.FromthemaingateofSuzukanoSeki,theoldTokaid�extendedthroughthe

mainmilitaryareaandintoSeki・svillagewhereitbranchedoff.Onerouterannortheast

eventuallyrunningparallelwiththeBayofIseandthenturningdueeastintotheT�kai

frontier.TheotherroutewastheRoadtoIse伊勢別街道 whichbeganfromFurumaya

HorseStation古厩駅馬justacrosstheSuzukaRivercontinuingsouthwardstoanimportant

governmentsiteatSaigu斎宮 andeventuallyintoShimaprovince,theIseShrineregion

島国の伊勢神宮（SeeFigure3）.

Bythe8thcenturyNaraera（CE710-794）,acircuitoftransportationroadsoriginating

from thecapitalcityatNarahadsteadilydevelopedwiththethreemainbeingthe

Yamato-kaid�大和街道（thenewnamefortheoldT�kaid�）,theT�sand�東山道 andthe

Hokuriku-d�北陸道.TheT�sand�（easternmountainroute）ranfromNarainanortheasterly

directiontowardsthesoutherntipofLakeBiwacontinuingalongtheeasternsideofthelake

finallybranchingdueeastintothegreatbarrierfortificationofMino-KuninoFuhaSeki.

Fromhere,accesstoandfromtheMinoprovince（present-dayGifuprefecture）andoninto

themiddleinteriorknownastheT�sanfrontier.Thethirdmajorroute,theHokuriku-d�

（northernlandroute）ranfromNarainanortherlydirectioncontinuingnorthalongthewest

coastofLakeBiwaeventuallyleadingtoEchizen-KuninoArachiSeki,providingaccessto
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theEchizenprovince（present-dayFukuiprefecture）andonintotheHokurikufrontier

alongthecoastlineoftheSeaofJapan（SeeFigure3）.

Thecircuitroadswerepopulatedwithofficialmainstations（posttowns）andvarious

sub-stations,whichemployedahorse-relaysystem.Packhorsesandattendantsferried

travelersandgoodsfromonetoanother.Earlyrulesoftravelincludednodetouringoutside

ofthedesignatedroute,andthattravelersbeassignedabell（apostbell）thatwouldeither

becollectedorexchangedalongroute.Additionally,atmainstations,forexample,travelers

wouldneedtoacquireanewhorse（s）andattendant（s）forthenextlegoftheirjourney.The

mainhorse-relaystationofSuzukanoSekiwasFurumayaHorseStation（SeeFigure6,Map

ofSuzukanoSeki）.

3.NewDiscoveriesofIse-KuniSuzukanoSeki

Ofthethreemainfortifiedbarrierstations,thelargestwastheoneclosesttotheNara

capital-Ise-KuniSuzukanoSeki.ProfessorHachigaSusumu（1999,pg.257）writesofthe

greatsizeoftheSuzukanoSekibarrierstationwhichhebelievesincludedalarge

western-half西内城andaneastern-half東内城.InAprilof2005inthetownofSeki（東

海道五十三次の関宿）,Mr.MorikawaYukio（PersonalCommunication,MorikawaYukio,

Fed.24th2018）,whilelookingforevidenceofancientfortificationsinandaroundKannon

Mountain観音山discoveredwhatappearedtoberemnantsofrooftilesfromtheancientera.

Hisinitialdiscoveryledtohisoverseeingthesubsequent2006-2007excavationoflarge

earthenwallfortificationsonthesouthwesternsideofKannonMountain.Overaperiodof

nineyears,concludingin2015,atotalofsevenadditionalsitesunearthedearthenwall
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Figure4:Tilesfromwall,c.8thcentury. Figure5:Wet-clothstyle.Photosbyauthor.



fortificationsspreadoutacrossthenorth-southplainbetweenKannonMountainandShiro

Mountain城山.Ancientartifactsincludednumerouswell-preservedexamplesofNaraera

tilesthatwereoncelaidacrosstheupperportionofthewallsandreddish-brownclaypottery

orHajiki土師器,whichwascommonfromtheprehistoriceraonintotheearly10thcentury

（Seefigures4,5）.

Mr.ShimamuraAkihiko（PersonalCommunication,ShimamuraAkihiko,Jan.26th2018）

explainedthattheearthenfortificationsareinfactonelongwallthattwistedandturned

eventuallyrunningparallelwiththeSuzukaRiverandhadanapproximatelengthof600

meters（SeeFigure6）.Heexpressedthatcurrentevidencesuggeststhegreatbarrierof

SuzukanoSekihadonlytheoneverylargemainwallwithadditionalsmallerwallsandgates

enclosingwhatwasthelargestofallthethreemainbarrierstations.Thereislittledoubt

thatSuzukanoSekiwas,asbothShimamuraandMorikawahavedescribedandshownto

me,dominatedbytheonelargewall,andsimilarinrespecttotheobservationsofProf.

Hachiga（1999）,Mr.Morikawa（2007）,Mr.Shimamura,etall（2016）,andProf.Tateno

Kazumi（2016）,thatSuzukanoSekiincludedtwoseparateareas-awestern-halfandan

eastern-half.Withtheseideasinmind,IhaveincludedanoriginalMapof8thcentury

SuzukanoSeki.

4.SuzukanoSeki:TheWesternSection西内城,andtheEasternSection東内城

BytakingacloserlookattheMapofSuzukanoSeki（figure6）,Icanimaginethatthe

western-halfwas,amilitaryarea軍営withitslargebarrier（大関）andfortification（城）

atopShiroMountain,andtheeastern-half,theactualvillageofancientSekiwithitssmaller

barrier（s）（小関）.Intheancient76ArticleMilitaryCode,orGunb�-Ry�（軍防令全76条）,

Article6,itiswrittenthatthemainbarrierstationskeptanarmory,whichhousedweapons,

bowsandarrows,spearsandarmorforusebythesoldiers,andmusicalinstruments（Article

39）,includingflutesanddrums.Smokeandfirebeaconsforsignalingwerealsokeptatthe

barrierstations.Therefore,inthewestern-halfarea,militaryrelatedbuildings,suppliesand

thebarracksforhousingsoldierswouldlikelyhavebeenincluded.However,itisunclearas

tothetotalnumberofsoldiersandadministratorswhowereassignedtothemainbarrier

stations,sincethespecificfigurewasnotwrittenintheoriginalmilitarycode.Setbetween

thetwosmallmountainsofKannonandShiro,witha600meterswallrunningin-between,

strategicallyspeaking,thisareagivestheimpressionofaveryimpressivedefensivelocation
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（SeeFigure6,MapofSuzukanoSeki）.

Ontheotherhand,theeastern-halfwouldhavebeenmostsuitableforvillage-life

organizedaroundforestry,riceandteafarming,andtrade,withthecentralmarketplaceof

thebarrierstation（oya-ichi親市）setinthetemplegroundsoftheJizoBodhisattvastatue

whichdatesfrom742CE（関宿地蔵院の地蔵仏像c.742）.Afinalpointoccurredtome

whileindiscussionwithMr.Morikawa,whohelpedmerealizethereasonforthetwo

separateareaswasperhapsasmuchanaturaldivisionasitwasastrategicone.Theonce

largeOtoroRiverおとろ川 thatbisectedSuzukanoSekiistodaybutasmallstream.In

ancienttimes,therivercouldhaveeasilyswelledwideenoughthatasmallboatwas

necessarytopass. Itwasn・tuntilveryearlyinthe17th centurythattheTokugawa

governmentlandfilledthearea,greatlyconstrictingtheflowoftheriverandartificially

rearrangingthearea・stopography. Thisnationalbuildingprojectwasundertakento

revitalizetheancienttravelroadsandtheirstationsforthenewT�kaid�thoroughfare

runningtoandfromEdo（Tokyo）andKyoto.

InArticleTenoftheoriginalBarrierandMarketsCode（関市令全20条）,itstatesthatat

thethreemainbarrierstations,thetwomaingates,thewesterngate（大関）andeasterngate

（小関）ofSuzukanoSekiforexample,wereopenedfromthetimeofthesunriseandwere
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Figure7:TheMainGate（大関）ofSuzukanoSeki,ca.middle8thcenturyCE.

SketchbyMatsunagaMoe.



closedatthetimeofthesunset.SuzukanoSeki・smaingate（大関）wassituatedapproxi-

matelyinthemiddlesectionofthe600plusmeterlongwalljustseveraltensofmetersfrom

theSuzukaRiver.Theguardtowerincludedthelargedrumforsignalingtheopeningand

closingofthegates,andintimesofemergency,thetroopstotheirdefensivepositions（See

figure7）.

BelowinFigures8and9,photographsfromFebruary2019showtheextentofthemost

recentexcavationstakingplaceatthesectionofwallatthebaseofKannonMountain.Here

itispossibletoseethethicknessofthefortificationanditsgreatheightrisingsometen

meters.（Formoredetailedinformationregardingtheearthenfortifications,etal.,pleasesee:

Mahoney,2019）.

5.Kai-Gen開関（barriersopen）Ko-Gen固関（barriersclosed）

Whenthethreemainbarrierstationswereinregularoperationitwasknownaskai-gen

開関.However,intheeventoftheemperororempress・sillness,orinthecaseofhisorher

death,thethreemainbarrierstationswereclosedindefinitelyinaperiodknownasko-gen

固関.SeveralimportantexamplesfromtheShokuNihongiincludethebarrierclosurefrom

thetimeofthedeathofEmpressGenmeionDecember7th,intheyear721CE.Itwasunder

EmpressGenmei・srule（707-715）thatthecapitalatNarahadbeenestablished.Another

significantbarrierclosureoccurredatthetimeofdeathofEmperorSh�muin756.Although

naturaldisastersandcivildisturbancebroughttemporaryclosure,itwasespeciallyduring

ImaginingSuzukanoSeki
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Figure8:Remainsof

SuzukanoSekiwall.

Figure9:Remainsofwall,KannonMountainsection.

Photosbyauthor.



thetimesofimperialsuccessionthatbroughtabouttheurgentneedforclosingandsecuring

themainbarrierstations.Thisform ofmartiallaw withintheYamatodomainwas

increasinglynecessaryastheprobabilitywashighthatacoupsd・・tat,evenacivilwarcould

breakout-whenthemostpowerfulleadershippositionswereleftunresolved.

6.Gen-Kei関契（WoodblockCode-EmergencyMessageRelaySystem）

Whetherintimesofrelativepeaceorburgeoningconflict,relayinginformationtoand

from themainbarrierstationswasnotonlytimeconsumingbutsomewhatunreliable,

especiallywhenconjectureoroutrightsabotagedisruptedcommunication.Tocounteract

theseproblems,auniquecommunicationsystemwasdevisedusingasolidblockofwood

withfourChineseideographs,cutverticallydownthemiddleintoequalhalves.Thiswood

blockwascalledgen-kei関契.OnehalfofthewoodblockwithonehalfofthefourChinese

ideographswaskeptatthemainbarrierstationwhiletheotherhalfoftheoriginalblockwas

kept,forexample,attheNaracapital.Bymatchingthehalfofthemessenger・sblockwith

thatheldatthemainbarrierstation,boththemessengerandthemessagecouldbe

authenticated.Infact,thereweretwodifferentwoodblocksthatwereused.Oneblockwith

twoequalhalveswasusedwhenthemainbarrierstationwasopenbutwouldneedtobe

closed.Theotherblockwithtwoequalhalveswasforwhenthemainbarrierstationwas

closedbutcouldbeopenedonceagain.

7.TheBarriersandMarketsCode

TheBarriersandMarketsCodeincludes20Articles（関市令全 20条）,describingthe

specificoperationandtherulesandregulationsofthemainbarrierstationsandthemarket

placeslocatedwithin.InArticleOneoftheBarrierandMarketsCode,itiswrittenthatthe

governingofficialinchargeofthemainbarrierstationwasrequiredtocheckandvalidate

eachperson・sgovernmentcertifieddocument（tsuk�-kyokasho）.ArticleTwooftheCode

statesthatforthosewhodesiretopassthroughamainbarrierstationitwasrequiredthat

theybeprocessedinorderofarrivalandthateachpersonmustbeproperlypreparedwith

officialdocumentation,forthosewhoarenot,accesswouldbedenied.InArticleThreeof

theCode,itstatesthatthecertifieddocumentcontainedinformationaboutwhichmain

barrierstation,i.e.Ise-KuninoSuzukaSeki,onehadbeengrantedaccesstoandthedetails

ofone・sbusiness.Inaddition,thecertifieddocumentcouldonlygrantaccessthroughone

三重大学国際交流センター紀要2021 第16号（通巻第23号）

―86―



mainbarrierstationanddidnotapplytotheothertwomainbarrierstations.

Tohavepermissiontotravelthroughthemainbarrierstations,personswererequiredto

firstapplyateithertheprovincialgovernmentheadquartersor,ifpossible,todosoatalocal

governmentoffice.Inthecaseofgovernmentofficials,whiletheyonlyneededtopresent

theirgovernmentidentificationuponarrival,theyalsoneededtoapply.Theapplication

itselfincludedsixmaincategories,theywereasfollows:（1）Reasonfortravel.（2）Intended

destinationandnameofbarrierstation.（3）Familyname,rankandposition（forgovernment

officials）.（4）Forgovernmentofficialsspecifically:Iftravellingwithretainers,thoseperso

n・snameandage.（5）Typeofbaggage,andorgoods.（6）Numberofhorses,cattle,orother

livestock,whethertheyaremaleorfemale,theirindividualcolorsandtheageofeach

animal.AtthemainbarrierstationofIse-KuninoSuzukaSeki,travelerrecordswerekept

inwhatwascalledIse-Kunikeikaich�.InonespecificexamplefromanAugustreport（year

unknown）atotaloftwenty-fivecertifieddocumentswereapprovedforpassage.Whileno

furtherrecordsexist,basedonthetwenty-fivecertifieddocumentsfortheone-monthperiod,

perhapsasmanyasthreehundredcertifieddocumentswereapprovedinanygivenyear.
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Figure10:MapofEarlyJapan（645～800s）.Conceptbyauthor,ArtworkbyMatsunagaMoe.
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Regardingtemporarylaborersandskilledengineerswhoweresenttoworkatthemain

barrierstation,theirindividualinformation,includingname,homeprovince,villageor

township,andtheirage,wererecordedandkeptonalistatthebarrierstationwherethey

wereworking.Whentheyneededtopaytheirtaxestothenearestvillageortownship,they

couldpassthroughthebarrierstationtodoso.Villageleaderswerealsogivenaccesstopass

throughthebarrierstationtodelivertheirtaxpaymenttothenearesttownship.Whenthe

workprojectwascompletedanditwastimeforthelaborersandengineerstoreturnhome,

theworkerswerecheckedoffthenamelistonebyone.Sincetheworkerswerenotin

possessionofagovernmentdocument,thenamelistwastheironlywaytogainaccess

throughthebarrier.

8.IllegalPassageandPunishment

Attemptedillegalpassagethroughthebarrierstation（Seki-shoyaburi）wasstrictly

prohibitedandpunishmentsevere.Sincethemainfortifiedbarrierstationsdidnotextend

fromonemainsitetoanother,theopportunityforpassagethroughgapsinthedefensewas

problematic.Threeseparatecategoriesrepresentedthetypeofcrimeandtheseverityofthe

punishment,theywereasfollows:（1）Theattemptedpassingthroughthebarrierstation

withoutpermissiontodosowascalledShido.（2）Tryingtocircumventthebarrierstationby

usingasecretpathorroutethroughthemountainsknownasOtsudo.（3）AndBoudo,which

referredtothosewhotriedtoaccessthebarrierbyusingsomeoneelse・snameorwitha

counterfeitdocument.Committinganyoneoftheseviolations,especiallyatoneofthree

mainbarrierstationsresultedinthemostseverepenalties,withatleastoneyearofjailtime.

9.EastoftheBarriers

BythetimeofthereignofEmperorKanmubeginninginCE781,theYamatokingdom

hadalreadybeguntoforeseeitsmilitaryexpansionintothefareasternregionslyingwell

beyondthemainbarrierfortificationsoftheKinaidomain.Somesixtyyearspriorinthe

northeasternregionofMutsu（inpresent-dayMiyagiprefecture）,JapanhistorianJames

Murdoch（1910,pg.215）writesthattheTagaFortress多賀城wasbuiltandgarrisonedwith

asubstantialforceofimperialsoldiersmarkingthe・・extremeoutpostoftheEmpire・（see

figure10,MapofEarlyJapan）.Althoughby780,Murdochcomments,・Tagaandallits

munitionsofwarandsupplies・wereinthehandsoftheAinuchieftains.Eventually,the
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situationcametoaheadwhenin789,theimperialforcesofsome58,200menweresoundly

defeatedbyAinu-ledforcesatthebattleofKoromogawa.Atthissamedate,intheeighthyear

ofthereignofEmperorKanmu,theoperationofthemainfortifiedbarrierstationsofthe

Kinaidomaineffectivelycametoanend,remainingunderko-gen固関 forsometimeinto

theearlyHeianperiod.
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