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Abstract

In recent years, the use of domestic timber has been increasing nationwide due to the growing
demand for chip materials used in plywood production and biomass power generation. As a result,
the amount of logging has increased nationwide, the log production has increased, and the wood
self-sufficiency rate has now recovered to 33%. Meanwhile, the log production in Mie Prefecture
has not increased, and log production activities have been sluggish. The relationship between
log production activities and forest management indicators was analyzed, and the cause was
examined. Gifu Prefecture showed higher values in resource maturity and forest productivity
than Mie Prefecture, and Mie Prefecture showed higher values in the number of forestry workers,
forest road network density, and high-performance forestry machinery. As a result, it was found
that in Mie Prefecture has a high potential for log production, but the remarkably low activities
in comparison to the national trend. In the future, it is expected that progress will be made in
infrastructure development, such as extending forest roads, introducing high-performance forestry
machinery, and digitizing forest information with ICT. In addition, the plywood plant was built, and
a large number of biomass power generation facilities began operation in the prefecture, which is
likely to have a positive impact on log production activities in Mie Prefecture. With the progress of
the Cabinet Office's Biomass Strategy 2020, changes in wood distribution in the Tokai and Kansai
regions are also expected, and the log production volume in Mie Prefecture is expected to increase

in the future.
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