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The purpose of this research is to clarify how people with disabilities
participate in politics in Japan. Specifically, the author worked on the following three analytical
issues: (1) why and how the right to vote of people under guardianship was restored (suffrage), (2)
how voters with disabilities participated in voting (participation in voting), and (3) how many
people with disabilities participate in the Diet and how that has changed (participation in the
parliament). The result of the analysis revealed that though formal equality has been achieved
through the fact that people under guardianship were restored to suffrage in 2013, substantial
equality of participation in voting and participation in the Diet has not yet been achieved.
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