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Abstract

In this study, we aimed at clarifying the recent trends in narrow-ridged finless porpoise stranding on the
west coast of Ise Bay. We analyzed the annual/monthly change in the number of stranded individuals, the
status found, the length and sex of the individuals, and the seasonality of the geographical distribution
data from 486 individuals collected along the northern central coast of Mie Prefecture for 10 years from
January 2011 to December 2020. The annual number of stranded individuals fluctuated between 2011
and 2015, although it was stably around 60 individuals after 2016 when a local stranding network of
universities, aquariums, museums, and local governments were established. As for the status of stranding,
96.5% of the individuals were found alone and they were dead except one. More males were observed
among the stranded individuals than females with a sex ratio of 1.4. The body length frequency data
showed that 75-85 cm individuals, approximately of birth length, accounted for 51.19] and 39.19 in the
male and female groups, respectively, and stranding during the newborn period was overwhelmingly
predominant. Several individuals below the birth length were found in April-July while the peak of
calving season was considered to be April-June. The monthly number of stranded individuals peaked in
May-June every year, and dead newborn calves were major factors in boosting the number of stranded
individuals found during this period. The geographical distribution of stranded individuals displayed
seasonal changes. Most stranded animals were recorded in the central part of the west coast of Ise Bay in

April-June, exhibiting a gradual decrease and becoming scarce by January-March.
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