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A Study on the Regional Harmonization
in the Educational Policy Borrowing

Hisaharu OKUDA

Abstract

This study aims to inquire how the perspective of region can be recognized in the educational policy borrowing
theories in comparative education. Following questions were considered: the opportunities that organize region-
al harmonization in education, the processes, and the effects that may results. In this article, I focused on the
harmonization that Steiner-Khamsi suggested in her study and classified some new trends of educational policy
borrowing.

Based on those theoretical studies, I discussed that international bodies play roles to organize regional harmo-
nization in education. In other cases, educational reforms toward decolonization and international standardiza-
tion can be opportunities to form regional harmonization in education .

However, in any case, we should recognize the countries that have bilateral relationship do not merely borrow
educational policy in the region, but interact with each other to learn. We should also recognize a nation state and
its educational policy at multi-level. Also there should be a lot of local contexts in education. Regarding the

effects of the regional harmonization on education in each country, various conditions can be considered.



