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International Exchange and Regional Internationalization through
Bon Festival Dance Involving International Students and Local People

— Conclusions from a Questionnaire Survey—

FUKUOKA Masako

{Abstract)

At Mie University, as the number of international students from overseas partner
universities is increasing, international students have been trying to have international
exchanges with local people through Bon Odori. Unfortunately, the event has been
canceled due to the Corona disaster, but it is a summer project of the International
Exchange Center, which has been held for nearly 10 years since 2009. Up to now, 50
international students have participated in the Bon Odori party held at the special
temple at the knee of Mie University every year.

This paper reports a questionnaire survey to international students and local people
in 2018. International students wore yukata and participated in the Bon Odori dance,
and enjoyed the cross-cultural experience from the bottom of their hearts by dancing
with the local people. On the other hand, it turned out that the local people were
delighted and welcomed the fact that Bon Odori, whose number of participants was
decreasing year by year, became lively and internationally. Many international
students and local people were able to exchange internationally through Bon Odori,
and many requested that they continue in the future. While multicultural coexistence
and SDGS are being called for, there are a wide variety of ways in which international
students can interact with the local community, but we would like to connect them to
the future in a way that is beneficial to both parties and the university.
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