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The second event that spurred me to write of Bigger was more personal 
and subtle. I had written a book of short stories which was published under 
the title of Uncle Tom’s Children. When the reviews of that book began to 
appear, I realized that I had made an awfully naïve mistake. I found that 
I had written a book which even bankers’ daughters could read and weep 
over and feel good about. I swore to myself that if I ever wrote another 
book, no one would weep over it; that it would be so hard and deep that 
they would have to face it without the consolation of tears. It was this that 
made me get to work in dead earnest. (“How ‘Bigger’ Was Born” xxvii) 
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Book I

Book I

: “‘Sometimes I feel like something awful’s going to 
happen to me,’ Bigger spoke with a tinge of bitter pride in his voice.” 23
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“Boy, sometimes I wonder what makes you act like you do.” 11
“Bigger, you the cause of all the 

trouble we ever have. It’s your hot temper.” 29
 

“It’s your hot temper.”

“You start cussing. You say 
I’m scared. It’s you who’s scared.” 29
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a poor thing 57
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She was an odd girl, all right. He felt something in her over and above the 
fear she inspired in him. She responded to him as if he were human, as if 
he lived in the same world as she. And he had never felt that before in a 
white person. But why? Was this some kind of game? The guarded feeling 
of freedom he had while listening to her was tangled with the hard fact 
that she was white and rich, a part of the world of people who told him 
what he could and could not do. (66) 

She did the unexpected every minute.” (64) 

 
He watched her with a mingled feeling of helplessness, admiration, and 
hate. If her father saw him here with her now, his job would be over. But 
she was beautiful, slender, with an air that made him feel that she did not 
hate him with the hate of other white people. But, for all of that, she was 
white and he hated her. (81)21 

 
He saw her smiling broadly at him, almost laughing. He felt that she knew 
every feeling and thought he had at that moment and he turned his head 
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away in confusion. Goddamn that woman! (65)22 
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6. 

“the heightened awareness of the suffering of another person as something to be 

alleviated”

“the attempt by one self-aware self to comprehend unjudgmentally the 

positive and negative experiences of another self”

accuracy

“empathy is a way of ‘knowing.’ Sympathy is a way of ‘relating’”
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He hated his family because he knew that they were suffering and that he was 

powerless to help them. He knew that the moment he allowed himself to feel to its 

fullness how they lived, the shame and misery of their lives, he would be swept out 

of himself with fear and despair.” (13) 

“his courage to live depended upon how successfully his fear was hidden from his 

consciousness.” 44  
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