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What is Loyalty? : ideological state apparatus
and its contradiction in modern Japan
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in 28 May 1872 (in National Archives of Japan; figure a and b were traced by the author).
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Abstract

What is Loyalty? : ideological state apparatus
and its contradiction in modern Japan

Masato MORI (Mie University)

My aim here is to provide the complex aspects in the Japanese modernization from the late 19¢
to the early 20c highlighting the revival of historical character Masashige Kusunoki who lived in
the 13c and 14c. Especially I focus on its materializing process; the establishment of a shrine, the
placement of a monument and the fixture of the legitimacy of emperor. As Anderson (1991)
pointed out clearly, a modern nation-state system with a specific module had been invented in
European countries, and following countries accepted it to be modern nation-state. As this module
of nation-state, museums played a significant role to show the nation our history connecting the
past and the present. Japanese modern government which took over the regime from the Edo
Bakufu (Samurai government from 1603-1867) established the imperial museum in 1900 and
gathered many materials concerning imperial house.

In understanding the national ideology, Althusser's idea of ideology will be helpful. Althusser
(1980) stressed the work of the ideological state apparatus to transform individuals into be
subjects. This ideological calling is accomplished with a materiality which reproduces the social
relationships. In short the ideology exists within the apparatus or the practices of apparatuses.
These practices embody the ideology, and national ideology is constituted and maintained within
the apparatus or the practices of apparatuses.

The two tensions in Japanese modernization have been pointed out by many studies; on the one
hand it tried to catch up the Western countries by establishing material infrastructure and so on.
On the other hand it revived a classic political system which placed emperor on the top.
Therefore Masashige Kusunoki had taken the notable role as a national hero to concrete historical
continuity from the past to the present, and to invoke the people's loyalty to emperor and
nationalism, as it was spoken his death was for emperor based on the loyalty to emperor, in the
Japanese modernization. He had taken a role to call individuals to be a subject of nation-state.

The late Edo period had the active Sonno-Joi movement for the exclusion of interventions of
foreign countries and the protection of Japanese, especially emperor's purity. This movement
stressed some historical individuals who related to emperor, and among them Kusunoki was
specific. Therefore they had ceremonies to celebrate the spirit of Kusunoki and planned to
construct the shrine that was dedicated not to god but to human Kusunoki.

This plan was accomplished by Meiji government which was the first modern government in
Japan. For example it established many special shrines Shokon-sha to enshrine the human spirits
of the war dead occurred in the beginning of Meiji period. In this process Minatogawa shrine in
Minatogawa where Kusunoki had died for emperor, in Kobe city, was established for enshrining
Kusunoki’s spirit in 1870. At first wooden boards covered the monument of Kusunoki, but the

boards were removed, and the new fence was built instead to make it visible for people from the
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Hyogo prefecture (Figure 1). Minatogawa shrine established a small shrine in Tokyo to cultivate
national loyalty too. In short it must have been seen by people because it was the visible symbol for
loyalty to the emperor.

Showing the relationship between royal house and Kusunoki, Minatogawa shrine had asked the
government to lead emperor there for several times. In 1875 emperor visited Minatogawa shrine
and awarded Kusunoki a rank. This remarkable visit ensured the orthodoxy of the shrine and
Kusunoki. This shrine visualized a significance of the loyalty to the emperor and integrated the
national identities.

In 1900 the government placed the bronze statue of Kusunoki just outside the Kyujo (imperial
palace; now it is called Kokyo) in Tokyo. This had been planned in 1890 but it was delayed due
to some problems. A famous sculptor, Koun Takamura, who made another bronze statue of
national hero at the break of modern nation state, Takamori Saigo, lead this project and made the
face of Kusunoki. Another sculptor Sadayuki Goto made the horse which Kusunoki rode on.

In this process some discussions took place and I paid attention to two controversies; what
Kusunoki looked like and what kind of horse was appropriate. The former related to the fact that
there were a few visual materials of Kusunoki and a sculptor could not have a model to carve.
This was somehow solved by Takamura, however another issue about shape and type of horse
remained. If they regarded a historical correctness as important, they had to choose Japanese.
However if it had, it was not suitable for European art style due to the size of Japanese original
horse. In short it was controversial issue because, on the one hand it was the issue concerning the
historical correctness, on the other hand it was the issue of negotiation between the Japannesque
and the framework of Western art. The completed product looked like an Arabian horse and the
sculptor explained it in the convoluted logic; it was modelled on the highest-grade Japanese horse
which never appeared in Japanese history. In fact, it was an idealised shape (Figure 2).

This conclusion implies the ambivalence of non-West European countries aiming to be modern
nation state (Bhabha1994). These countries could identify their own selves only within European
framework. If the statue was indeed aimed to be a national symbol, it must have accepted
Japanese horse, which was not within European art style and concept. The seemingly contradic-

tory conclusion indicates the ambiguity of Japanese modernization.
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