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SUMMARY

Biodiversity is one of the major themes of modern
biology, but it is difficult to grasp the concept. Among
them, biological specimens are considered to be a
stepping stone for understanding biodiversity as
materials that support biodiversity. As part of
biodiversity education, the Hirakura Insect Pinning
Project is a project launched jointly with the Mie
Prefectural Museum from 2018 to 2020 with the
support fund for regional activities of Mie University.
The target is unpinned insect materials collected by
Mie University faculty in the Mie University
Experimental Forest (commonly known as the
Hirakura Experimental Forest). The importance of
biological specimens was mentioned in lectures of
the authors, but this project provided an opportunity
for participants to actively understand the
importance of specimens in terms of experiencing
actual specimen preparation work. Through this
project, the participants considered the significance
of preparing specimens to make the best use of local
biological materials, and shared the opportunity to
consider the insect fauna at that time based on the
specimens. Since such projects have important
significance as practical education on biodiversity, it
is desirable that such project will continue in the
future.

KEYWORDS: Fund for community contribution
activities, Mie University, Biodiversity education,
Natural history resources, cooperation between
universities and museums
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