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Efforts to Teach about Japanese Language Education at the Teacher Training Stage
—Relationship with Regional Characteristics —

HATTORI Akiko, UEDA Jin, ITO Haruna and HAYASHI Asako
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In the school education system, there is an increasing number of foreign schoolchildren needing of
Japanese language instruction. According to an investigation by the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology, it was reported that despite there being 33,470 foreign schoolchildren
who are in need of Japanese language instruction today— which is approximately 50% higher than the
figure seen ten years ago—around 20% of these children are not able to receive Japanese language
instruction, supplementary lessons for subjects, or any other form of special instruction. It has also been
indicated that in public schools, the system for accepting and instructing foreign schoolchildren differs
according to the situation in each region, and that the maintenance of this system varies in terms of content
and stages, depending on the local government.

This paper highlights the characteristics of different regions and demonstrates how subjects related to
the education of such foreign schoolchildren are being taught at universities that have teacher-training
courses. To this end, the paper clarifies the relationship between regional characteristics and the efforts
made by teacher-training universities, which are factors that lead to the implementation of classes.
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