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Abstract : This paper focuses on memorial events for Masashige Kusunoki, in 1935, who is
medieval warier and was regarded as a national symbol of the Japanese spirits before the World War
I, in Kobe city. As this year was the 600 th anniversaries for an establishment of a dynasty
Kusunoki had been involved, some national memorial events for him were held in Kobe city where
Kusunoki had been killed. Especially this article is attentive to a domestic expo organized by Kobe
city and a series of activities held by Kobe Newspaper. The domestic expo, Kobe Kanko Hakurankai,
had three venues displaying objects including archives, photos, artificial historical sceneries using
special visual devices. It posited local objects with national one in order to stress their mutual
relation.

Kobe Newspaper organized a campaign to build up a bronze statue of Kusunoki in Kobe city.
Not only this campaign related with Kobe city, but also it needed a donation from local people in
same prefecture. Newspaper showed names of individuals or groups, their residential cities, and
amount of donation of the local people. Many local places, even in a local island where had a big
disaster which caused a loss of their properties, collected the donation systematically. It evoked local
identity to support a construction of a national symbol. Moreover, newspaper’s article implied a
connection such a local identity and national identity. Local identity was easily and effectively
translated into national identity.

This process indicates how the local and the capital helped a constitution of the national. Capital,

local and national had indeed complex layers.

Keywords : local identity, national identity, capital, Masashige Kusunoki, Japan
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