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Changes in the usage of "‘educational inequality"* in newspaper articles
before and after temporary school closure due to measures against COVID-19

-Trend analysis by KH Coder in newspaper articles-
Ryo Konishi
March 2022

1.Introduce

The "Educational Inequality,” which indicates that
there are inequalities in educational opportunities, is
caused by various factors such as politics, economy,
society, and culture. In this paper, | focus on
temporary school closure due to the prevention of the
spread of COVID-19, and discuss changes in the
usage of "Educational Inequality” mainly using
newspaper articles.

2.Method

Focusing on the temporary school closure due to
COVID-19 countermeasure requested in March 2020,
from December 1, 2018 to November 30, 2019
"Before", December 1, 2019 The period is divided
into "Under Influence" from November 30, 2020, and
"After" from December 1, 2020 to November 30,
2021. Using newspaper article data, newspaper
articles including "Educational Inequality” were
extracted and organized by period. The data was input
to the text mining software KH Coder, and the number
of occurrences of educational inequality and changes
in the context were traced.

3.Result

The number of occurrences of educational inequalities
in newspaper articles varies from year to year, and
2020 and 2021 were the years with the highest number
of appearances overall. Looking at the number of
occurrences of "Educational Inequality" in newspaper
articles by the period of "Before", "Under Influence",
and "After", the number of appearances was 170 times
for "Before", 240 times for "Under Influence"”, and
270 times for "After", and the appearance of "After"
increased more than "Under Influence"”. In "Before",
"Examination™ and "University" appear in the article,
"Class", "School" and "School Closure” appear in
"Under Influence”, and "Children"”, "Society" and
"School" appear in "After". They occupied the top of
the number of times. In addition, these words were
close to “Educational Inequality” also differ
depending on the period, such as "Region" and
"System" in "Before", "Correspondence” and "Class"

in "Under Influence", "Necessary" and "Country" in
"After".

4.Discussion & Conclusion

Articles on specific events will be published more
often because they are a priority issue for society and
the interest of the recipients is increasing. The increase
in the "Educational Inequality™ examined in this paper
suggests that it represents a change in society.
Regarding the usage of "Educational Inequality", in
"Before", it was used at the time when the introduction
of private English exams was discussed in the
common test for university entrance exams, and the
educational inequality was used from the viewpoint of
the generation of examination fees and distant venues.
In "Under Influence", educational inequality was
regarded as a problem from the viewpoint of the
inability to do online lessons due to the financial
strength of the family and the inequality between
schools that could or could not do online lessons. In
"After", educational inequality has become a hot topic
in political events such as the establishment of the
ministry of children, the LDP presidential election,
and the House of Representatives election. In this
study, | considered the news articles of the three
newspapers, but | would like you to carry out similar
studies during the after COVID-19 and post COVID-
19 periods and further study their transitions.
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