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Vinara Kickoff Symposium 2022
(November 19, 2022, 14:30-15:10 J5T)

Introduction to the Vihara Project*

Taiken Kyuma
(Mie University, Japan)

Supported by JSPS KAKENHI, Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (A),
Grant No. 22H00002, April 2022 -March 2026:
“Monasteries and Secularity in Indian Buddhism from the Gupta Period Onward”

*This presentation is based on the newsletters of the project (vols. 1.7) and my spplcation
submitted 1o the JSPS In September 2021
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Interactions with the Built
Environments of Bodhgaya

Abhishek S. Amar
Hamilton College, New York
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Why Niya?

The records from Niya, written in Kharosthi script in
the Gandhari language, date to roughly 250-350 CE,
and constitute the earliest body of sources
anywhere in the world describing the social and
economic life of Buddhists from a non-Buddhist
point of view (in this case, how the Buddhists
appear in local legal documents).

The Niya documents are descriptive documents
and, as such, differ from canonical texts, such as
vinaya texts, which are often prescriptive.
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Secularity in the Kriyasamgrahapaijika
(Ryugen Tanemura)

The Kriyasamgrahapaiijika is a collection of Tantric Buddhist manuals.

A kind of temple construction manual.
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Buddhist Viharas and “Secularity”;
What Epigraphy Can Say and
Cannot Say
Vihara Kickoff Symposium 2022 (19-20 November 2022)
Presentation by the Team of Epigraphy
Ryosuke Furui
Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia,

The University of Tokyo
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Monasticism and the Secular World in Early Medieval Indian Buddhism:
Art and Archaeological Perspectives

Abhishek Singh Amar, Hamifton College
Nicolas Maorrissey, University of Georgia
Akira Shimada, SUNY New Paltz
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