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Kant’s Pre-Critical Theory of Causation
God-Centered Metaphysics and the Question about Its Possibility

Hiroto AKIMOTO

Abstract

In this paper I consider Kant’s pre-critical theory of causation, and make two points about it. First, his pre-critical theory of
causation, as it appears in the Nova delucidatio (1755) and in his Inaugural Dissertation, entitled De mundi sensibilis atque
intelligibilis forma et principiis (1770), is incorporated in God-centered metaphysics, which states that the causal interaction
between the finite substances has its ground in the infinite being, that is, God. Second, as can be seen in the Versuch den Begriff’
der negativen Groflen in die WeltweifSheitei einzufiihren (1762) and in the Trdume Eines Geistersehers (1766), in the early
1760s, the question about the possibility of such metaphysics occurred to Kant, which prepared the way for the development

of his critical philosophy.
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