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Online Japanese Course for Overseas Partner Universities of Mie University
— [Discussion in Japanese] —

FURKUOKA Masako

{Abstract)

Since the 2020 academic year, the spread of the new coronavirus infection has
dramatically changed the way international exchange can be, and at the same time,
new educational methods have been developed. Most notably in the field of
education, face-to-face classes are no longer possible, and so classes are conducted
online using software such as Zoom and Teams. Acceptance and dispatch of students
to study abroad has, of course, been canceled, and participation in field studies,
overseas language programs, etc. has all had to be conducted online. The fact that it
became possible to learn and interact without going to the actual sites, despite the
drastic changes in the educational environment that were unprecedented and
unimaginable, was a new educational achievement. This article reviews and reports
on the International Relations Projects Expense Assistance (Mie University) “Discussion
in Japanese” class which were planned and implemented for international students
who have been unable to come to Japan due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

From the questionnaire data, it is clear that since it was conducted online there
were occasions when the audio and video were interrupted, and further it was often
difficult to attend due to the time differences. However, for international students
who have been deprived of the opportunity to study abroad due to the severe
restrictions on movement between countries, they have been able to take the courses
for free, interact with Japanese students and students from overseas partner
universities, and further improve their Japanese language skills. It seems that the
significance and impact of the implementation were high and provided students with

a strong sense of improvement.
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