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  “I had Barbara”  
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 (Gerlach, Mortimer, Phelan, White ) 1

Armine Kotin Mortimer

“I had Barbara”

(192)

 (196)  “I had 

Barbara”

 

Alida Slade Grace Ansley

25

Grace

Alida

����



 

surprise ending

 

25

Alida Grace Alida

Delphin Slade Grace

Alida Delphin Grace

Alida Grace

 “Roman fever or pneumonia” (756) 

Grace Alida

Grace Horace Ansley

Alida Delphin Slade 25 2

 

Alida

Alida Grace

Grace

Delphin

Alida

Grace Delphin

Alida  

Alida Grace

Alida

Grace  

 

 

 

����



Roman Fever  

“[…] After all, I had everything; I had him for twenty-five years. And you had nothing 

but that one letter that he didn’t write.”  

Mrs. Ansley was again silent. At length she turned toward the door of the terrace. She 

took a step, and turned back, facing her companion. 

“I had Barbara,” she said, and began to move ahead of Mrs. Slade toward the stairway. 

(762; ) 

 

Delphin 25

Grace ( )   Alida

Grace Grace  “I 

had Barbara” 3 Grace

Barbara Delphin

 (Bauer, Berkove, Hoeller, 

Mortimer, Petry, Sweeney )2
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“I had Barbara” Grace
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Rachel Bowlby Grace Barbara

 

(Bowlby 227-29)3 Grace Bowlby Grace

 “I had Barbara” Delphin Alida
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1. Old New York    

“Roman Fever” 1920

 (Rewis 522) Grace Ansley Alida Slade

 (Museum specimens of old New York) (751) 

 (old-fashioned) (750) 

Wharton The Age of Innocence (1920) 

“respectability”4 Old New York

Grace Ansley  

Alida

Grace

Alida Grace

Grace

Alida

Alida

“When we first met here we were younger than our 

girls are now. You remember?” Grace  “Oh, yes, I remember”

Alida “There’s that 

head-waiter wondering”  (750) Alida

Grace

Alida Grace

“she and her friend were old lovers of Rome, and would like 

to spend the end of the afternoon looking down on the view” (750; ) 
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Grace  “There’s bridge at the Embassy at five”

Alida “Bridge, did you say? Not 

unless you want to. . . But I don’t think I will, you know”

 (754) Alida Grace

 

Alida Grace  (knitting)

Alida Grace  “It’s so 

lovely here; and so full of old memories, as you say” (754) 

Grace

“knitting” Alida Grace

Alida “old memories”

5 Alice Hall Petry  (an evasion 

tactic)  (effective psychological weapons)  

(Petry 165) Grace Alida

Grace

Alida

Alida

Alida

6  

“Her bag, her knitting and gloves, slid in a panic-stricken heap to the ground” 

(758) Grace

Delphin Alida
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Grace

Grace

Alida  “I I daresay. I don’t remember” (757), “Perhaps 

I had” (758) 

Alida  (the only letter I 

ever had from him) (759) Alida

Grace Alida

Grace Delphin

Alida

Grace Alida
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 (Petry 165-66 )
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Mrs. Ansley rose, and drew her fur scarf about her. “It is cold here. We’d better 

go. . . I’m sorry for you,” she said, as she clasped the fur about her throat. (761) 

 

Grace 7

Grace

 (very delicate throat) (756) 

Grace

“I had 

everything; I had him for twenty-five years. And you had nothing but that one letter that he 

didn’t write” Alida “Mrs. Ansley was again silent. At 

length she turned toward the door of the terrace. She took a step, and turned back, facing her 

companion”  (762) Grace Grace

Alida

Grace

 (she took a step)  (762; ) 

Grace Alida “I had Barbara”

Grace

Grace Alida

Alida  

 

2.   Babs for Barbs 

Lawrence I. Berkove Grace Barbara

 “Grace’s final retort to Alida is vengeful, and Grace has to have known how 
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deadly it would be”  (58) Barbara Grace

Alida Delphin

Barbara

Alida Grace “I had Barbara”

 

Grace

Bowlby “I had 

Barbara” (Grace) (Barbara) 

(Delphin) Grace Alida

Alida

 ( ) Barbara

Alida Grace

Old New York

Grace

 

Grace

Berkove

Delphin

 (Berkove 59) Grace

Alida  (attempted murder) (Berkove 59)8 

Grace

Delphin

Grace Alida

Delphin

Grace Alida  “Ah, how you care for him still!” (760; ) 
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Grace “I cared for that memory” (760; ) 

( ) (

) Grace

Delphin

Alida  Grace Alida

Alida  

Alida

Alida

25 Grace

Grace Alida

 

 

“I wish now I hadn’t told you. I’d no idea you’d feel about it as you do; I thought you’d 

be amused. It all happened so long ago, as you say; and you must do me the justice to 

remember that I had no reason to think you’d ever taken it seriously. How could I, when 

you were married to Horace Ansley two months afterward?” (760; ) 

 

 Grace Horace 

Ansley Delphin Alida

Alida Grace

 

 

“I suppose I did it as a sort of joke ” 

“A joke?” 

“Well, girls are ferocious sometimes, you know. Girls in love especially. And I 

remember laughing to myself all that evening at the idea that you were waiting 
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around there in the dark, dodging out of sight, listening for every sound, trying to get 

in . Of course I was upset when I heard you were so ill afterward.” (761; 

) 

 

 ( )  Grace

Alida “a sort of joke”

Delphin Grace

 

Grace Alida

Barbara “Babs”

“barbs” ( ) Grace “I had Barbara” Alida

 (“I had everything; I had him [. . .]”) 

 

Delphin Grace

Alida  “Ah, now you’re lying!” (761) “You must be raving!” (761) Grace

Grace  “I had Barbara”  “I had his daughter”

Alida Grace Alida

 (I did [said] it as a 

sort of joke)  (I had no reason to 

think you’ve ever taken it seriously)  Grace

Alida

Alida Grace
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3. Barbara  

Grace Grace

Delphin

Delphin Grace Barbara

 

Barbara Delphin Grace

Alida “People always said that expedition was what caused 

your illness” (757) Grace

Alida  

 

“[. . .]you must do me the justice to remember that I had no reason to think you’d ever 

taken it seriously. How could I, when you were married to Horace Ansley two months 

afterward? As soon as you could get out of bed your mother rushed you off to 

Florence and married you. People were rather surprised they wondered at its being 

done so quickly; but I thought I knew. I had an idea you did it out of pique to be able 

to say you’d got ahead of Delphin and me. Girls have such silly reasons for doing the 

most serious things. And your marrying so soon convinced me that you’d never really 

cared.” (760; ) 

 

Grace 2

Horace Ansley Grace

 (Berkove 58 , Campbell 128, Mortimer 190 )9
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“You don’t 

remember going to visit some ruins or other one evening, just after dark, and catching a bad 

chill?” (757) Alida

Alida

Grace Grace

Grace

10

Grace Alida

 (deathly cold)  (even colder and 

damper)

(757)11 Grace  

Grace

 (sentimental dangers) (754) 

Alida Jenny  ( ) 

Delphin Jenny

Alida “Jenny would fall in love

with the wrong man, even; that she might have to be watched, outmanoeuvred, rescued” 

(753) Grace Alida

 (how we were guarded) (754) 

Alida

Grace Barbara

Grace  

“the wrong man” ( ) 

Grace
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2

 

(its being done so quickly) Grace Delphin Barbara

 

Barbara Alida Jenny

Barbara Grace Horace

Alida Jenny Grace Barbara

 “I had Barbara” Grace Alida

Alida Jenny

“Funny where she got it, with those two nullities 

as parents”(751), “how two such exemplary characters as you and Horace had managed to 

produce anything quite so dynamic” (755) Barbara

Ansley Alida

Alida Horace  “just the duplicate of 

his wife. Museum specimens of old New York. Good-looking, irreproachable, exemplary” 

(751) Grace 12 Alida

“exceptional couple” (752) Delphin Slade Jenny

 (never quite 

understood why I got an angel instead) (755) 

Alida

Grace

Jenny Delphin Slade
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Barbara Horace Ansley

 

Grace Horace Ansley

Barbara Ansley

 

 

4.    

Barbara

Grace  “I had Barbara”

Grace

Wharton Barbara Alida

 

Wharton Alida

Grace

 

 

The clear heaven overhead was emptied of all its gold. Dusk spread over it, abruptly 

darkening the Seven Hills. Here and there lights began to twinkle through the foliage at 

their feet. Steps were coming and going on the deserted terrace waiters looking out of 

the doorway at the head of the stairs, then reappearing with trays and napkins and flasks 

of wine. Tables were moved, chairs straightened. A feeble string of electric lights 

flickered out. Some vases of faded flowers were carried away, and brought back 

replenished. A stout lady in a dustcoat suddenly appeared, asking in broken Italian if 

����



Roman Fever  

any one had seen the elastic band which held together her tattered Baedeker. She poked 

with her stick under the table at which she had lunched, the waiters assisting. (760-61; 

) 

 

Alida Grace

 (broken)  (tattered)

13
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1934 Liberty
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 (I simply can’t bear it any longer ) (758) Alida
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Grace Delphin
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1. James Phelan surprise 

ending  

2. Dale M. Bauer Grace Grace Alida

Hildegard Hoeller

Wharton

Wharton  

3. Bowlby Grace Barbara Delphin

 (Bowlby 222, 226 )

Bowlby

 

4. Alida “Those were the days when respectability was at a discount, and 

it did the irreproachable no harm to laugh at them a little” (752) 

New York  “respectability”

New York Ansley Grace Alida

Grace

 

5. Alida Grace Alida

Grace Alida

1 2 3  (One, two, three slip two)

(754) Delphin Alida

 

6. Petry Grace  “it serves as a physical barrier behind which 

to protect herself from Alida’s probing. Closely aligned with this, the knitting offers Grace an ideal excuse 
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for responding neither immediately nor extensively to Alida’s painful interrogation. Further, it enables her 

to avoid making eye contact with her tormentor”  (Petry 164)  

7. Petry Grace  (Petry 166)

19

 Grace

Old 

New York Wharton Lucretia Wharton

 (Joslin

)  

8. Alida 25 Grace Grace  (a 

dreadfully wicked great-aunt) (756)  ( Forum

) Alida Grace

Berkove Alida

“murder”  (Berkove 57-58 )  

9. Mortimer  “Two months after that evening, apparently having recovered from the “Roman 

fever” she caught actually her early pregnancy artfully concealed as a fever brought on by the chill

Grace was hustled off to Florence to marry Mr. Horace Ansley, evidently to give a father to the child she 

was expecting”  (Mortimer 190)  

10.  (hyperemesis gravidarum) 

The Johns Hopkins Manual of Gynecology and Obstetrics  

11. Sweeney Wharton  “Roman Fever”  Henry James Daisy Miller

 (Sweeney 318-20 ) Grace Daisy

Sweeney Grace

“I 

remember how ill you were that winter. As a girl you had a very delicate throat” (756) Grace

Alida Grace Daisy
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12. Alida Horace Grace

Horace Ansley

Delphin Slade Horace

Old New York respectable

Wharton Horace

 

13. Wharton The Writing of Fiction (1925) “Telling a Short Story”

 (sign-post) “One of the chief obligations, in a short 

story, is to give the reader an immediate sense of security. Every phrase should be a sign-post, and never 

(unless intentionally) a misleading one: the reader must feel that he can trust to their guidance” (The Writing 

of Fiction 30). “unless intentionally”

Wharton misguide
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