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As the train traversed the empty vastness of the land, the thoughts of Barry ran ceaselessly
backwards and forwards from the past to the future. His ancestor, the Rev. Andrew Flood,
had thrown away his white heritage, and for a hundred years at least one branch of his
descendants had struggled to reach it again. They had ever diluted the blackness of their blood
with whiteness until it was more white than black, until it was almost indistinguishably white,
until there had resulted, in short, himself.

And he, again, had followed the family tradition and had married upwards, and his child:--.

A spasm of terror passed over Barry Lindsell’s face. His child. Nora’s child. The vagaries of
heredity. Who knew but that he, Barry, had made poor innocent Nora the vehicle of the
vengeance of the Lord for the sins of the fathers? Who knew but that his child might be the
sacrifice. His mind stood still for a moment, then began feverishly grinding out thoughts again.
And yet it did not happen. And yet it might happen. And yet-:-. Ah, what was God going
to do with them all? (p. 304)

But he was able to understand these days how it was possible that his mother might not have
been able to bear this marriage with a man forty-six years older than she was---. He tried to
think of her in terms of Nora. The same age as Nora she must have been when she ran away,
and pretty too, as even Edith, in her grudging but honest way, was compelled to admit, very
pretty.

He wondered what she looked like now, how she had passed all these years, what sickness it
was that this Christina Kleinhans had so vaguely described in her letter. But he could not
think of her as if she were really his mother. He was going to see her because he felt it to be
his dury, but it was a duty he hated. It appalled him to realize that he, the Rev. Barry
Lindsell a white man to all the world, was on his way now to identify himself filially with this

coloured woman who had returned to die in the bosom of her coloured family----his coloured

family! (p.305)
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