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It is observed across languages that auxiliaries involved in perfective or
progressive aspects have the same morphological forms as verbs of possession or existence, for
example, "have® and "be" in English and "iru® and "aru® in Japanese. This project has aimed at
providing a grammatical account of this fact. It has been argued that two kinds of “iru” are
involved in progressives in Japanese; one is a verb of existence, whereas the other is an auxiliary
derived from the verb.
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