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A study on the changes in students' intercultural competence: from classroom

practice in a rural Chinese middle school

YU TAO
September 2023

1.Introduce

In today's globalized society, intercultural
competence and international understanding are
considered essential for global citizens. However,
curriculum

regional  differences in  the

implementation of international understanding
education in primary and secondary schools in China
are stark. [1] The challenge is how to develop
intercultural competence among students in rural
areas. This study attempts to design an educational
programme to create a place for developing
intercultural competence in rural areas in China. In
addition, by analyzing and discussing the changes in
the intercultural competence of the participating
students, we would like to find the factors that
change the intercultural competence of middle
school students in rural areas of China and contribute
to the improvement of international understanding
education in rural areas of China.

2.Method

In this study, we first clarify the issues of
international understanding education in rural areas
in China based on previous research. Next, we will
attempt to design an education programme by
referring to the intercultural competence
development philosophy prevalent in Europe and the
teaching methods used in previous research. [2]
Then, we carried out the educational practice of
international understanding education at X Middle
School in Chongqing and conducted semi-structured
interviews with five students who participated in the
education programme. The qualitative synthesis
method (KJ method) was applied to analyze the data.
3.Result

After analyzing the data from the interviews, 176

data were extracted from which 121 segments with
visible changes were extracted. The 121 segments
were then coded in three stages in consultation with
three native Chinese speakers. The results showed
that the students had changed in three aspects:
knowledge, skills and attitudes.

4.Discussion & Conclusion

First, based on previous research, the issues of
international understanding education in rural China
were clarified. Next, an attempt was made to design
a class of education practices that introduced the
pedagogy of Awakening to language. Then, the
study examined the factors that led to the change
from three aspects: the content of the educational
practices, environmental factors and the linkages
between knowledge, skills, and attitude change.
Finally, in accordance with the results of the
discussion, the implications for international
understanding education in China were made.
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