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The Relationship Between Literary Japanese and Characters in Manga

MATSUOKA Chizuko, PODZIERSKI Andre

{Abstract)

This paper examines the use of bungo (Literary Japanese) by certain characters
in the Japanese manga series “Bungd Stray Dogs” and “Sailor Moon.” The study
uncovers the following points: (1) In these works, entities that are feared
(resembling demons or witches) utilize bungo. (2) While some characters
consistently employ elements of bungo, others use it only sporadically, and the
sporadic use of such language does not necessarily signify a frightening presence.
(3) Characters who use Literary Japanese in specific, limited scenarios are
believed to do so to add depth and significance to their dialogue in particular

scenes or situations.
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