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New Education and Wartime

— Kuniyoshi Obara’s View of the Education of Women —

Toshiko ITO

Abstract

The similarity of New Education and the educational policies adopted in Japan during World
War I has frequently been discussed, and the similarities are well established. Traditionally,
girls were taught the feminine virtues that would enable them to become good wives and wise
mothers. The official definition of womanhood rested on supposedly unchanging qualities of
Japanese women, which set them off from both Western women and Japanese men. During the
war, however, the definition of womanhood became markedly more western and masculine.
Obara, an influential promoter of New Education who was familiar with both the Japanese and
the Western educational tradition, increasingly came to adopt this westernized, de-feminized
view of women, which he promoted in a ladies’ magazine named Josei Nippon. Are New

Education and Japan’s wartime education based on the same principles?
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