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A method for preparations of spermatogenic cells in chaetognath.
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ABSTRACT

Chaetognaths are hermaphrodites and the male reproductive organs are located in the tail
coelom. Spermatogonia released from the testes develop while circulating in the tail coelom.
To understand the process of spermatogenesis, we tried to make preparations for observation of
various stages of spermatogenic cells. The tail coelomic fluid put on a glass slide was complete-
ly dried and fixed with methanol, giving good profiles by staining with acetic orcein or Hoechist
33342 dye. This preparation was also available to immunocytochemical staining, indicating that it

is useful for the study of spermatogenesis in chaetognath.
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