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The Study of Short Stories( 8 )
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Such a man as this, once stood by the bed-side of his dying wife, while his children
knelt around, and mingled low bursts of grief with their innocent prayers. The room
was scantily and meanly furnished; and it needed but a glance at the pale form from
which the light of life was fast passing away, to know that grief, and want, and
anxious care, had been busy at the heart for many a weary year. An elderly female
with her face bathed in tears, was supporting the head of the dying woman—her
daughter—on her arm. But it was not towards her that the wan face turned; it was
not her hand that the cold and trembling fingers clasped; they pressed the husband’s
arm; the eyes so soon to be closed in death, rested on his face; and the man shook
beneath their gaze. His dress was slovenly and disordered, his face inflamed, his

eyes bloodshot and heavy. He had been summoned from some wild debauch to the



bed of sorrow and death. (Dickens, p.555)
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And when at last the mother’s grasp relaxed; and turning one look from the children
to their father, she vainly strove to speak, and fell backward on the pillow, all was so
calm and tranquil that she seemed to sink to sleep. They leant over her; they called
upon her name, softly at first, and then in the loud and piercing tones of desperation.
But there was no reply. They listened for her breath, but no faint sound came.
They felt for the palpitation of the heart, but no faint throb responded to the touch.
That heart was broken, and she was dead! (p.556)
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Glass succeeded glass. His blood mounted, and his brain whirled round. Death!
Every one must die, and why not she. She was too good for him; her relations had
often told him so. Curses on them! Had they not deserted her, and left her to
whine away the time at home? Well; she was dead, and happy perhaps. 1t was
better as it was. Another glass—one more! Hurrah! It was a merry life while it

lasted; and he would make the most of it. (p.557)
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And now the long-forgotten scenes of a misspent life crowded thick and fast upon



him. He thought of the time when he had a home—a happy, cheerful home—and of
those who peopled it, and flocked about him then, until the forms of his elder children
seemed to rise from the grave, and stand about him—so plain, so clear, and so distinct
they were that he could touch and feel them. Looks that he had long forgotten were
fixed upon him once more; voices long since hushed in death sounded in his ears like
the music of village bells. But it was only for an instant. The rain beat heavily

upon him; and cold and hunger were gnawing at his heart again. (pp. 563-364)

Suddenly, he started up, in the extremity of terror. He had heard his own voice
shouting in the night air, he knew not what, or why. Hark! A groan!—another!
His senses were leaving him; half-formed and incoherent words burst from his lips;
and his hands sought to tear and lacerate his flesh. He was going mad, and he

shrieked for help till his voice failed him. (p.564)

Again he rose, and struggled for life. For one instant—for one brief instant—the
buildings on the river’s banks, the lights on the bridge through which the current had
borne him, the black water, and the fast flying clouds, were distinctly visible—once
more he sunk, and once again he rose. Bright flames of fire shot up from earth to
heaven, and reeled before his eyes, while the water thundered in his ears, and stunned

him with its furious roar. (p. 565)
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An occasional policeman may alone be seen at the street-corners, listlessly gazing
on the deserted prospect before him; and now and then a rakish-looking cat runs
stealthily across the road and descends his own area with as much caution and
slyness—bounding first on the water-butt, then on the dust-hole, and then alighting on
the flag-stones—as if he were conscious that his character depended on his gallantry
of the preceding night escaping public observation. A partially opened bedroom
window here and there, bespeaks the heat of the weather, and the uneasy slumbers of
its occupant; and the dim scanty flicker of the rushlight, through the wiondow-blind,
denotes the chamber of watching or sickness. With these few exceptions, the streets

present no signs of life, nor the houses of habitation. (pp. 69-70)
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We love to walk among these extensive groves of the illustrious dead, and to
indulge in the speculations to which they give rise; now fitting a deceased coat, then a
dead pair of trousers, and anon the mortal remains of gaudy waistcoat, upon some
being of our own conjuring up, and endeavouring, from the shape and fashion of the

garment itself, to bring its former owner before our mind’s eye. (p. 98)

We were occupied in this manner the other day, endeavouring to fit a pair of
lace-up half-boots on an ideal personage, for whom, to say the truth, they were full a
couple of sizes too small, when our eyes happened to alight on a few suits of clothes

ranged outside a shop-window, which it immediately struck us, must at different



periods have all belonged to, and been worn by, the same individual, which will occur
sometimes, come to be exposed together for sale in the same shop. The idea seemed
a fantastic one, and we looked at the clothes again, with a firm determination not to
be easily led away. No, we were right; the more we looked, the more we were
convinced of the accuracy of our previous impression. There was the man’s whole
life written as legibly on those clothes, as if we had his autobiography engrossed on

parchment before us.  (pp. 98-99)
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We had been looking on at this little pantomime with great satisfaction for some
time, when, to our unspeakable astonishment, we perceived that the whole of the
characters, including a numerous corps de ballet of boots and shoes in the
back-ground, into which we had been hastily thrusting as many feet as we could press
into the service, were arranging themselves in order for dancing; and some music
striking up at the moment, to it they went without delay. It was perfectly delightful
to witness the agility of the market-gardener. Out went the boots, first on one side,
then on the other, then cutting, then shuffling, then setting to the Denmark satins, the
advancing, the retreating, then going round, and then repeating the whole of the
evolutions again, without appearing to suffer in the least from the violence of the

exercise. (p.103)

We were in the full enjoyment of these festivities when we heard a shrill, and by no
means musical voice, exclaim, ‘Hope you’ll know me agin, imperence!’ and on
looking intently forward to see from whence the sound came, we found that it
proceeded, not from the young lady in the cloth boots, as we had at first been inclined
to suppose, but from a bulky lady of elderly appearance, who was seated in a chair at

the head of the cellar-steps, apparently for the purpose of superintending the sale of



the articles arranged there. (pp. 103-104)

—BHOBIFIE. BORBICE AL EEOED RS THATRICEDEE
DHTEVSHETHY, ZBDOLNIE, FO LS IITEHL L ZHE TS
EFVEBEN D, HELLIEY 1L EEDS L O ICEERRERT~L 5| &
EESn3%FeiHvizboTths, MER) KBTI/ BEOBRBEHELTNDD
i, EE=FHOEECIENRLRVE, TAET T, Fo LTHTEES
DRVEEE L RZDED D,

PO hEE) ORENDL ER) OWME~ERBEBL WV oT 47
RiE, R T o7 ) —ICEENDERBE~LELEDDZ LITRD,
TAH) £1 2RO LD 9ERIE, 183 5F10ALRELHThi?
T, EPHICPERR SO THD, 10AIK4-, 11AL12AKC%E
heEh2o%5, LARLIDLWIRRTHD, £DLIIEHBEP LD
CITEBARH D, EWVIHIDL, bEbLEZOIERIT, SAX-TFALT A2
gy R RIZBWT, ‘Scenes and Characters’ W5 ¥4 FAD Y &, EfE
BICBBENELOENLTHD, ZITERTRERDIE, Z5LEFA b
MZEIT D ‘Scenes’ (MERJ) & ‘Characters’ (TA#]) &5 ETHETH
D, Hi THRE) 0L IATHRALL I, T9fE) L28E, W) L A\BL
i, BB L WBRICH D, TOURORERE LT, TAM) LRFOHK T
LR THoTREIREBDERDNIOREN, LZAR, Lo dWNTIE TA
Wi 21 2EREZELT, PRULESESEAIRTORVLE NS O ERF
ROTHB, BB, ZOFFEL, R b TAH) ~Lno#EBELNE,
WMBTED, (WEE ~LBRVTEOLVREILELRP2OEE LD,
FTNTYUARTHD, TRHBFERIE, 72 & 20T, TA®) OR&GERCIZ, T3]
WCBITBHEENREI Lo L I, ¥4 MRABEDOASTZLOBEROLH
DN, ENHIEBVWTHELETSETVADIR. £FTIIRL<, MER) Rk,
HMOX=#BETHD, TRbb, [N B IERBEIL. FRERDIEHO
., BHFORDLYICASD (ANH) CEEBRIZHOLELTRIMN->THD &N
HZEROER, Lixni, BETEAH (AH) LPEMETRNDITLDLSA



Thb, Belizh, TDLICEBERIONIRRE LTHRL 2o XE
LiE, EDXDRODESTDIED D B
BELIRINERLRVOI, X ROXIRXETHD.

The overture—to which these various sounds had been an ad [libitum
accompaniment—concluded, the second piece began, and Mr. Thomas Potter,
emboldened by impunity, proceeded to behave in a most unprecedented and
outrageous manner.  First of all, he imitated the shake of the principal female singer;
then groaned at the blue fire, then affected to be frightened into convulsions of terror
at the appearance of the ghost; and lastly not only make a running commentary in an
audible voice, upon the dialogue on the stage, but actually awoke Mr. Robert Smithers
who, hearing his companion making a noise, and having a very indistinct notion of
where he was, or what was required of him, immediately by way of imitating a good
example, set up the most unearthly, unremitting, and appalling howling that ever
audience heard. It was too much. “Turn them out!” was the general cry. A noise
as of shuffling of feet, and men being knocked up with violence against wainscoting
was heard: a hurried dialogue of ‘come out’—‘1 won’t’—You shalll” ‘I
shan’t’—‘Give me your card, Sir!’—You’re a scoundrel, Sir!’ and so forth,
succeeded. A round of applause betokened the approbation of the audience, and Mr.
Robert Smithers and Mr. Thomas Potter found themselves shot with astonishing
swifiness into the road, without having had the trouble of once putting foot to ground
during the whole progress of their rapid descent. (pp. 312-313)
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