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WIND

This house has been far out at sea all night,
The woods crashing through darknees, the booming hills,
Winds stampeding the fields under the window
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Floundering black astride and blinding wet

Till day rose; then under an orange sky
The hills had new places, and wind wielded
Blade-light, luminous and emerald,

Flexing like the lens of a mad eye.

At noon I scaled along the house-side as far as

The coal-house door. I dared once to look up—
Through the brunt wind that dented the balls of my eyes
The tent of the hills drummed and strained its guyrope,

The fields quivering, the skyline a grimace,

At any second to bang and vanish with a flap:
The wind flung a magpie away and a black-
Back gull bent like an iron bar slowly. The house

Rang like some fine green goblet in the note
That any second would shatter it. Now deep
In chairs, in front of the great fire, we grip
Our hearts and cannot entertain book, thought,

Or each other. We watch the fire blazing,

And feel the roots of the house move, but sit on,
Seeing the window tremble to come in,

Hearing the stones cry out under the horizons.
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The electricity stampeded the hollyhock
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The cornfield flung a squirrel away
ZOERMITY TEEICBRITFRITL 72

LETH5,

v—r BRI, Kic, eed I AN anyone lived in a pretty how town’ X\
FOTTHILIFCLAHIN TS, 205, ToBELERIC L > T, %%nﬁgfﬁﬂ)‘fé‘ﬁ}@
FEXRPEENTERLDTH D, TOFCIRKRNE ) ARHMTIEIN T 5,

anyone lived in a pretty how town
(with up so floating many bells down)
spring summer autumn winter

he sang his didn’t he danced his did

Women and men (both little and small)

cared for anyone not at all

the sowed their isn’t they reaped their same

sun moon stars rain
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The rain set early in tonight,

The sullen wind was soon awake,
It tore the elm-tops down for spite,
And did its best to vex the lake.
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In the north-eastern division of their territory, Bushmen bands are rather
larger than elsewhere, numbering on average fifty to sixty persons and each
having an hereditary headman. The members of a band are mostly relatives of
the headman, together with wives who will have come originally from
neighbouring bands. But the size of the group who are actually dwelling
together varies from season to season and according to the accessibility of
food or some exceptional circumstances. In some tribes a band breaks up in
the dry season and the different households scatter in search of game, to come
together again only in the rainy season when there is an ample supply of
water and edible roots. ?
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He is not here; but far away

The noise of life begins again,

And ghastly thro’ the drizzling rain

On the bald streets breaks the blank day.
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