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I

As some criticspoint out,1thereisanexplicitchangeordegenerationofthehero

throughthe"TwoTragicalDiscourses"ofMarlowe'sTbmbu血inetheGrew£Judging丘om

thefbrm,Tbmburhzinemayberegardedastragedywhichtreatstheprocessofasuperhuman

hero's obtainingpowerandhis Bnalcatastrophe throughtheinevitable death.InPartI

Marlowe describes the splendour ofthe humanwi11which seeksafterits ownlimitless

enlargement,andinPartIIheillustratesthatthefu1皿血entofman'sdesiresandaspirations

isultimatelylimited.Tamburlaine'schangecanbesaid,tObeshort,thechangeffomaman

Who embodied thein丘nite humanfacultytoasavageslaughtererwholosthisaimoflifb.

WhenTamburlainepursues"thesweet丘uitionofanearthlycrown"(PartI,II.vii.29)in

PartI,hisactionisinspiredbytheauthor'scentralideaof"aspiringminds"げartI,II.vii.

20),andthereisaclearandpersonalmotiveinal1hisexploits.InPartII,however,hecomes

tolosehisinnermotiveforkillingpeopleanddestroylngnations,butneverthelesshekeeps

On COnqueringcountriesunderthe title of"the scourgeofGodandterrortotheworld"

Whichheimposedonhimselfatthehighestpointofhisfbrtune.Consequently,degenerating
to a"perfbrmer"ofthe role ofdivinely appointedinstrument fbrpunishi血gmen,heis

Obliged meaninglessly
to repeat conquest after conquestandmurder aftermurder.We

COuld say that the essenceofTamburlaine'stragedyliesinthechangeffomanimpetuous

Seekeroftheimpossibletoamerebloodthirstyslaughtererdeprivedofanyhopefbrfuture,

andhistragedyseemstoreflectsomeaspectofthefateinherentinRenaissancehumanism.

InthisessayIwouldliketofouowTamburlaine'schangethroughthetwoparts.

ⅠⅠ ､

ThegeneralimpressionwegetofTamburlaineinPartImaybethatheisamanOfgreat

enthusiasmandhighaspiration.Attheoutsetoftheplayherefbrstohimselfandhisclose
friendsasthosewho

inconceitbearemplreSOnSPearS

Affbctingthoughtscoequalwiththeclouds.

(PartI,Ⅰ.ii.64-5)2
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Theimagehererevealsnotonlywhathisvisionislikebutalsohisunderlyingcharacter;heis

described as avisionnai[ethroughoutPartI.Hehasvisionfarmoremagnificentthanany

Othercharacteroftheplay,andmostofhisbombasticspeechesareveryoftenrichinpoetic

beautyandeloquent force.Itis suchadazzlingvisionthatnrstawakenshisinstinctfor

POWertObeatwork.ButheisnotameredreamerOfimpossibledreams.Healsopossesses

PaSSionand a fbrce ofwillsufもcienttobreakdownthebarrierbetweenthepossibleand

theimpossible.

ThethemeofPartIisexpressedinTamburlaine's丘nestspeechinActIISceneiii.After

attacking Cosroe who hasjust gained kingship,Tamburlainejusti丘es his breach ofthe

agreementhemadewithCosroe,declaringthatmansouldhaveaspiration:

Naturethatfram'dusoffburelements

Warringwithinourbreastsfbrreglment,

Dothteachusal1tohaveasplnngminds.

Oursouls,WhosefacultiescanCOmPrehend

Thewondrousarchitectureoftheworld

Andmeasureeverywand'ringplanet'scourse,

Stillclimbingafterknowledgein丘nite,

Andalwaysmovingastherestlessspheres,

Willsustowearourselvesandneverrest

Untilwereachtheripestfruitofal1,

Thatperfbctblissandsolefe1icity,

Thesweethlitionofanearthlycrown.

(PartI,ⅠⅠ.Ⅴ軋18-29)

ThisfamousspeechexpressesnotonlyMarlowe'spersonalviewofmanbutalsothespiritual

atmosphereandmoralsentimentthatwerecommoninhisage.Theideaof"asplrlngminds",

thesubstanCeOfwhichisnotsomuchphilosophicalasmoral,isTamburlaine'sfundamental

PnnCipleofaction･Heisshowntousas=theembodimentofavision,ffamedofaspiration,=3

a figure who,1edbyhighaimand strongpower ofwi11,mayOVerCOmethelimitationof

humanbeings.Itisjustin this respectthathedifftrsffomothercharactersintheplay.

The nrststeptotheachievementofhisambitionistheconquestofTheridamaS,"the

Chiefbst captain ofMycetes'【kingofPersia's】host."Atthe丘rstmeeting,SurPrisingly

enough,Tamburlaineand TheridamS COmPrehend each other throughthe homogeneous

qualityoftheir"looks":

THERIDAMAS

Hislooksdomenaceheavenanddarethegods;

His丘eryeyesare丘Ⅹ'dupontheearth‥.

(PartI,Ⅰ.ii.157-8)

TAMBURLAlNE

Withwhatamajestyherearshislooks!-

(PartI,Ⅰ.ii.165)
【MyItalics]

At丘rstsightTamburlaine seesthroughatonce"the folly ofhisemperor"andhisbasic

Characterofloyalty,andTheridamaS,inspiteofTamburlaine,smeanandshabbyappearance

Ofasheherd,knowsimmediatelybyintuitionthatTamburlainehassuperhumanquality

andpotentialmajesty.WhenTamburlainebegantopersuadeTheridamaStOCOmeOVertO
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hissidewithhiseloquentspeech,hewasconfidentfromthebeginningthathispersuasion

wouldbesuccessful,becauseheperceivedthatTheridamaS,smindwasalreadydrawntohis

ownnobility･So,byofftringhimarewardforstayingwithhim,SuChasathousandhorses

andashareoftheEgyptianpnze,Tamburlaineintendednotsomuchtomovehismindby

themastogivehimamerelyoutwardsignofguaranty.ItisTamburlaine's丘rmresolution

and grandvisionasbentsthefutureconqueroroftheworldthatfascinateTheridamas:

Forsakethykinganddo butjoinwithme,
Andwewilltriumphoveralltheworld.

IholdtheFatesboundfastinironchains,

AndwithmyhandturnFortune'swheelabout,

Andsoonershallthesunfaufromhissphere

ThanTamburlainebeslainorovercome.

(PartI,Ⅰ.ii.172-7)

Itisslgni丘cantthatTamburlaine'ssuccessinwinnlngOVerTheridamaSisnotbytheuse

Ofarmsorthreatbutwho11ybyhisinnercharacter:

Wonwiththywordsandconqueredwiththylooks,

I[TheridamaS]yieldmyself,mymenandhorsetothee,
Tobepartakerofthygoodorill

AslongaslifemaintainsTheridamaS.

(PartI,I.ii.228-31)

=Evenwhenhehasanarmyathisback,=saysE11is-Fermor,パitisthemindofTambudaine

thattriumphs,nOthiscohorts･=4This wayofconqueringthemindsofothersbyhisinner

qualityis one ofTamburlaine,s outstandingcharacteristicsintheearlystagesofPartI･

Itgivesustheimpressionthatheisdiffbrentinkindandscalefromotherambitiousmen

cravingfbrpowerlikeCosroe,thebrothertoPersianking,Mycetes,andthatsomedestiny

leadshimtothetopoftheWheelofFortune･ThepartnershipbetweenTamburlaineand

TheridamaSWhichlaststothemomentofTamburlaine'sdeathisultimatelybasedupontheir

mutualunderstanding and mutualtruSt,in sharp contrast with the corruPt human

relationsin the PersianCOurtSWhere Cosroeisplottingto usurp hisbrother's throne by

takingadvantageofthecivilwar.

AsanotherexamPlewhichillustratesTamburlaine,ssuccessinthewinnlngOfminds,We

mayglVethesuddenchangeofZenocrate,sattitudetohimfromhatredtopassionatelove･

InonlyaftwminutesafterhiscaptureZenocraterealizesTamburlaine'slordlyspiritwithout

beingdeceivedbyhisoutwardshowofshepherd.AtnrstTamburlaineappearstoheronly

ameanshepherd,"aPaltryScythian":

Ah,Shepherd,Pitymydistressedplight
(If,aSthouseem'st,thouartsomeanaman)

(PartI,Ⅰ.ii,7-8)

Amomentlater,however,Sheaddresseshimas"mylord":

Iam,mylord-forsoyoudoimport.

(PartI,I.ii.33)

Here,thoughZenocrate'schangeinmindisnotcomplete,theunderstandingofTamburlaine's

truenatureisobviouslypresent,andinActIIISceneiiwe丘ndherpassionatelyinlovewith
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him.Unlike Agydas,her con丘dant,Who advises Zenocrate not to=honor=him who

CaPturedand held themin bondage,She tries toestimateTamburlaine fbrthekindof

PerSOnheis,nOtaSaScythianthief:

Leavetowoundmewiththesewords,

AndspeakofTamburlaineashedeserveS.

Theentertainmentwehavehadofhim

Isfarffomvilainyorservitude,

Andmightinnoblemindsbecountedprincely.
(PartI,ⅠⅠⅠ.ii.35-9)

ZenocratealsounderstandsTamburlaine,snoblemindandiswonbyitlikeTheridamaS.

AsfbrTamburlaine,hedoesnotman1Pulatetheflatteringwordsjustinordertomakeher

Servehimasaconcubine.Heissinceretoherandnevertriestodeceiveher:

Techelles,WOmenmuStbeflattered.

ButthisisshewithwhomIaminlove.

げartI,I.ii.107†8)

Thisfaithfu1nessofTamburlainetohisowninnervoiceshouldbekeptinmind,forheis

toloseitlaterintheplay.

InActIITamburlainebecomeskingofPersiaafterhekillsCosroewhousurpedhis

brother'scrown･ItiswhenhehearsMenaphonspeakaboutCosroe,striumphantmarCh

throughPersepolisthat astronglustfbrthePersianCrOWnbeginstogrowinhismind:

AndrideintriumphthroughPersepolis!
Isitnotbravetobeaking,Techelles,

Usumcasane,■andTheridamaS?

Isitnotpasslngbravetobeaking,

AndrideintriumphthroughPersepolis?
げartI,ⅠⅠ.Ⅴ.50-4)

FirstthevisioncomesandkindleshisambitiousmindandthenurgeshimtoruShstraight

toward the realization ofthe visionasisalwaysthe casewithhim.Thushis actionis

inspiredbyhisownclearvision,thevisionofthesweetnessofcrown.

WhenheconquersBajazeth,theTurkishemperor,inActIII,Weareimpressedbyhis

rapidrisetothesummitofhisfbrtune･ItcouldbesaidthathisconquestofTurkeyhas

beendonebytheextrapowerleftoverfromtheconquestofPersia･Atthisstagehehasnot

yetfallenintomotivelessnessasinPartII,fbrheisdoinghisbesttorealizehisvision.In

Otherwords,thevisionmotivateshimtobetheconqueroroftheworld.Andthesuccessin

Subduingonecountryexciteshimandleadshimtoattemptan0therconquest･Heseems

tobeelt]Oyingdemonstratinghissuperhumanpower.InActIVSceneiiTamburlaineasserts

thatheisnowatthehighestpointofhisfbrtune,1ikeninghimselftothesunatthemeridian

1ine:

Smile,StarSthatreign'datmynativity,

AnddimthebrightnessoftheirneighborlamPS;
DisdaintoborrowlightofCynthia,
ForI,thechiefestlamPOfal1theearth,

Firstrisingintheeastwithmildaspect,

But丘xednowinthemeridianline,
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Willsendup丘retoyourtumingspheres

Andcausethesuntoborrowlightofyou.
(PartI,ⅠⅤ.軋33-40)

Furthermoreheftelsneitherhesitationnorfearatbeinginthemidstofbloodsheddingand

War;Onthecontrary,heisproudofthem,lookinguponthemasaslgnOfthepowerhehas

latelyobtained:

Then,Whentheskyshallwaxasredasblood,

Itsha11besaidImadeitredmyself,

Tomakemethinkofnoughtbutbloodandwar.
げartI,ⅠⅤ.ii.53-5)

Hereheshowshimselftobeanembodimentofwar,nOta丘aidofthebloodofslaughterand
thefire ofconquestatall･Tamburlaine,scrueltyismostvividlyshownusinhissadistic

treatmentofBajazethinakindofcomicreliefinActIV:

Sirrah,Whyfallyounotto?Areyousodaintilybroughtup,
youcannoteatyourownflesh?

(PartI,ⅠⅤ.iv.36-7)

Since hismaltreatmentoftheTurkishmonarchisdonewithinthecommonunderstanding

thatTambudaineisagreatpraiseworthyherowhoisdestinedtobecomeconquerorofthe

East,SuCh atrocities donotreducehisheroic virtuebut,rather,add tohis superhuman

quality."Frombeginningtoend[inPartI]," saysJ･D･Jump,"theincidentisso

manlPulatedastomagnifyouradmirationfbrTamburlaineandtominimizeourpityfbrhis
victims.=5 ButitcannOtbe denied,either,thatTamburlainestartstobeatyrantatthe

momentwhenhehasjustbecomekingofPersiaandremainssotothelaststage.Weshould
not overlook thatjustwhenhehasgotkingship the丘rstsign ofhislaterslaughterhas

alreadyappearedintheformoftheki11ingofAgydas,thoughitislikelytoeludeournotice

undertheleitmotifof"asplrlngmind"thatstilldominatesthewholeofPartI.

ThereisonemorethingtonoticeinActIII;hereforthe丘rsttimeTamburlainecal1s

himself"thescourgeofGod":

Ithatamterm'dthescourgeandwrathofGod,

Theonlyfearandterroroftheworld,

Will丘rstsubduetheTurk,‥.

げartI,ⅠII.iii.44-6)

Thisshowsthatassoonashebecamekingtheselflconsciousnessofamanofpowerbegahto

POSSeSShim,andatthesametime,ironical1yenough,hebegantolosehisnativenobilityof

SOulwithoutnoticing.ForexamPleheisnowconsciousofhimselfasfbllows:

Theagesthatshal1talkofTamburlaine,

EvenfromthisdaytoPlato'swondrousyear,

Shal1talkhowIhavehandledBajazeth.
げartI,IV.ii.95-7)

Ofcoursehehasoftenreftrredtohimselfsofarintheplay,andheisalmostalwaysaware

Ofbecomlng"fbrtune's master".Byreftrringtohimselfsooften,heseemstohavebeen

encouraglng himselfto"wear himself and never rest"tillhisvision wasfu11y achieved.
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Now,however,thenewimageofthescourgeofGodandterrortotheworldwhichhehas

givenhimselfhasamoreimportantmeaningintheperspectiveofthewholedrama.Whenhe

appliedthenewrole,OrSO-Called=persona=,OfthescourgeofGodtohimself,helimitedhis

limitless quality,and besides,his choiceis dramatical1y extremelyironicalbecause the

SCOurge OfGodis,aCCOrdingfo Battenhouse,an agentthatGodusesformanifestingHis

Wrathandpunishingthesinsofman,andisdestinedtobe丘nal1ydestroyed,Suffbringffom

thedivinepunislmenthimself.ThescourgeofGodis"atypeofpresumptuousobedience

whichGodprovidentiallyallowsbutalsoeventuallyconfoundstothedismayoftheScourge:,6

Inotherwords,hehaschosenhisowndeathinthemidstofliftpurelyofhisownfreewill.

TheresultisthathemustlivethroughandgoontoravageasaninstrumentofGodupto

thelastmomentofhisdeath,neVerPermittedtodoanythingelse,becausehehaslosthis

inner freedom when he chose the persona.Thatistheultimatecauseforhislater

lack ofmotivation.

Froman0ther viewpoint we could say that heis now being swept away by the

uncontrollablypowerfu1flow ofevents,eVen thoughhehimselfthinks thatitishewho

rules over the situation.UndersuchcircumstancesTamburlaineisonthevergeoffalling

intoakindofmotivelessaction.WecantraCethepersonalmotiveinhisconquestofPersia,

whereasitissomewhatdimctiltto丘ndanyCOnvincingmotiveinhisattemptatinvading

Egypt,StillmoresointheslaughteringofinnocentDamascanVirgins:

ⅤIRGINS.

0,Pityus!

TAMBURLAINE.

Awaywiththem,Isay,andshowthemDeath.

IwillnotsparetheseproudEgyptianS,

Norchangemymartialobservations

ForallthewealthofGihon'sgoldenwaves,

OrfortheloveofVenus,WOuldsheleave

Theangrygodofarmsandliewithme.

Theyhaverefus'dtheoffbroftheirlives,

Andknowmycustomsareasperemptory

Aswrathfu1planets,death,Ordestiny･

げartI,V.i.120-8)

Themorepowerhegets,themoreheisenslaved by the situation and the more savage

andferocioushegets.WhenZenocratepleadswithTamburlainetosaveherfather,Soldan

OfEgypt,hisattitude towardheristhesame aS thattowardtheVirgins;herqjectsher

request,anSWeringtoher,"Notfortheworld,Zenocrate,ifIhavesworn,"(PartI,IV.ii.

125)andgivingnootherconvincingreason.ThisanSWerSuggeStSthathisactionisbeginning

tobedeterminedbytheflowofevents.HerewecannOlongerseetheearlyTamburlaine

withavirtueofspiritualnobility,butthedegradedTamburlainetryingtogainpowerfbrthe

Sakeofpower.TheimagesglVentOhimatthisstageareappropriatelytheimagesofabeast

OramOnSter:

Amonsterof丘vehundredthousandheads,

Compactofraplne,PlraCy,andspoil,

Thescumofmen,thehateandscourgeofGod,‥.

(PartI,IV.iii.7-9)
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Totametheprideofthispresumptuousbeast,‥.

(PartI,ⅠⅤ.山.15)

InActIVSceneivTamburlainedeclareshisviewof"honor":

Yourbirthsshal1benoblemishtoyourfame,

Forvirtueisthefbuntwhencehonorspnngs,

Andtheyareworthyshe【Fortune]investethkings.
(PartI,ⅠⅤ.iv.125-7)

"virtue"here means power or prowess,"the Renaissance'virttl,whichgives aman

greatness･=7so,infact,thisstatementisnothingbutanamrmationofpower･Tamburlaine

musthavedrawnthisviewfiomhislatestconquests,andthusbyjustifyinghisannihilation

and slaughter,he
seems togive some meaning to his essentiallyinsignificant Cruelty･

Otherwise he would be obliged to acknowledge that thereis nomeaninginhis action.

InActVthereisonethingthatchecksthestepsofTamburlainefbrashorttimewhois

abouttofbllowblindlythepathleadingtopower;itisZenocrate'ssadness.Zenocrateis

theobjectofTamburlaine'sloveofbeautywhichcoexistswithhiscravingfbrpower･Her

beautyalonecauseshimtohesitateinbecomingamanofpowerandtomeditateonwhat

beautyis:

Whatisbeauty,Saithmysufftrings,then?

Ifthese[al1kindsofbeautydescribedbypoets]had
madeonepoem'speriod,

Andal1combin'dinbeauty'sworthiness,

Yetshouldtherehoverintheirrestlessheads

Onethought,OnegraCe,OneWOnderattheleast,
Whichintowordsnovirtuecandigest.

(PartI,Ⅴ.i.160,169-73)

He,however,endsthisvascillactionbetweenZenocrate'sbeautyandhismasculinevalorby

COmmitting himselftothelatter,thinkingthatthe fbrmeris
athought"efftminate and

faint"and"howunseemlyitisformentohavesuchthoughts"(PartI,Ⅴ.i.174-7).He

OVerCOmeStheweaknessofhismindwhichcamenearbeingdeftatedbyhisloveofbeauty,

whenhesaysthatmen'sgloryliesinvirtue(power):

Ishallgivetheworldtonote,fbral1mybirth,

Thatvirtuesolelyisthesumofglory
AndfashionsmenwithtruenObility.

(PartI,Ⅴ.i.188-90)

ThisassertiononlyrepeatshisearlyviewofpowerinActIVSceneiv;"virtueisthefbunt

whence honor spnngs."His resolution has become much員rmer as a result ofthis

momentaryreflectiononhishumanweakness.Nowthereisonewayleftfbrhimtotake,

the wayofdevotinghimselfto"performlng"theroleofthescourgeofGodandterrorto

theworld.AfterhehasconqueredEgypt,amidstthedeadbodiesofBajazethandhiswifb,
Zabina,andbefbreSoldanwhomhesparedheoncemoreproclaimswhatkindofpathhe

hasmadeuphismindtofb1low:

Allsightsofpowertogracemyvictory.
AndsuchareobjectsBtfbrTamburlaine,
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Wherein,aSinmirror,maybeseen

Hishonor,thatconsistsinsheddingblood

Whenmenpresumetomanagearmswithhim.

げartI,Ⅴ.i.474-8)

Wenoticewitheasehowmuchhisviewoflifehasdeviatedfromtheearlierspeechaboutthe

"aspiringminds".What matters fbr him hereis only toacquirethehighestpoweron

earth even at the cost ofhis noble soulandinnerfreedom.Zenocrate reflects fbraftw

minutes onhow"丘ckle"and"slippery"theimperialpowerisinthesolnoquywhenshe

丘ndsB再azethandZabinadead:

Thosethatareproudof丘ckleempery

Andplacetheirchiefestgoodinearthlypomp.

BeholdtheTurk[i.e.Bajazeth]andhisgreatemperess!
Ah,Tambudaine,mylove,SWeetTamburlaine,

That丘ghtsfbrsceptersandfbrslipperycrowns,
BeholdtheTurkandhisgreatemperess!

(PartI,Ⅴ.i.352-7)

HersoliloquysoundslikeanimplicitcriticismofTamburlaine's丘naldeterminationtobea

manOfpower･Butithasnoeffbctonhim,fbrhehasalreadydegeneratedintoaman

Obsessedwiththewnltoexcessivepower.

AsfarasthechangeOfTamburlaineisconcerned,PartIdealswiththeprocesshowhe,

Whoispresentedtousatnrstasanardentseekerofin丘nitefacultyofhumanbeings,COmeS

toentertaintheselflconsciousnessasascourgeofGod;inotherwords,hecomestoestablish

hisownpersonaasaninstrumentOfdivinewrath,WhichheistoperforminPartII,atthe

PrlCeOfhisinnerfreedom･Toattachapersonaoraroletooneselfistoenterintoa丘xed

relationship withtheworld,Or,tOPutitanOtherway,tOlimitoneselfasade丘nitebeing.

The condition under which Tamburlaine mustlivein PartIIis de丘ned assuchfromthe

beginning.Hemustgo ontoslaughterjustinordertoperfbrmthepersonaofhisown

Chooslng,nOttOfollowhisincIPient"asplnngmind".

ⅠⅠI

In PartIIwe丘nd Tamburlaine somewhat shrunken and undersizedin spite ofhis

outwardgrowingsavageryandfury･Thisgeneralimpressioncomescertainlyfromexposure

ofthelimitofhispower,SOmeOfwhichCliffbrdLeechlists‥ Tamburlaine'shelplessness

aboutZenocrate,sdeath;the■effbminacyofhischildren.Calyphas,theeldestson,isespecial1y

difftrent with respect to manly characterfromthe other twoandfrom Tamburlaine･

Amyrasand Celebinus glVe uSanimpression offlatteringtheir father ratherthan

evidence ofheritage oftheirfather,sstrength;Callaplne,sescapefromhisimpnsonment;

Almeda,sdisloyalty･Heisthe nrsttraitortoTamburlaine;Tamburlaine's丘naldefbatto

sickness.8 Allofthemaretheoutwardsignsofthehero,sinnerimpoverislmentandthe

fruStrationofhisearlyvision.

InPartIITamburlainedoesnotappearonthestageasamanWithpassionandclearaim,

norisheconvincingenoughtoexcusehisindiscriminatedestruCtion･Heexplainshismotive
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fbrtheattemptatgolngOnaneXPeditiontoTurkeyasfo1lows‥

Theridamas,Techelles,andCasane

Promis,dtomeetmeonLarissaPlains

WithhostsapleCeagainstthisTurkishcrew;

ForIhaveswornbysacredMahomet

Tomakeitparcelofmyempery･

(PartII,Ⅰ.iii.106-10)

Weperceiveherewitheasethatthevisionaryelementwhichcharacterizeshisspeechesin

PartIisfbrthemostpartabsent.ThereasonhegivesfbrconqueringTurkey,Whichbegins

withtheword'fbr,,SOundstooincidentaltoconvinceusthathisexpeditionis.anecessary

one.Moreover,tOZenocrate,squestionofwhenhewillstopconquering,hisanswerisalso

unsatisfactory:

Whenheavenshal1ceasetomoveonboththepoles,

Andwhenthegroundwhereonmysoldiersmarch

Shal1risealoftandtouchthehomedmoon,

Andnotbefbre,mySWeetZenocrate･

(PartII,Ⅰ.iii.12-5)

Hespeakshereonlyabouthisresolution,andneverexplainsthemoreessentialreasonwhy

hemustcontinuetoconquertotheendoftheworld･Itseemsthatheistryingtomakeup

fbrthelossofhispersonalmotivebyrepeatinghisresolutiontoperfbrmthepersonahehas

glVenhimselfinPartIandbysodoingheistryingtoglVeSOmeSigni丘canCetOhisaction

from outside.He doesnot try tolookintotheheartofhisactionbecauseheisnot

permittedtodoso;infacthehaschangedfrom=fortune,smaster=tofbrtune'sprey,aPrey

tonecessityorsituation.

Tamburlaine,s丘rstcontactwithaninevitablenecessitytowhichheispowerlessisthe

deathofZenocrate.Herdeathdoesnotprovidehimwithspiritualdevelopmentorwith

acquisitionofsomedeepinsightintohumandestinybutonlydriveshimtoemotional

confusionandpurposelessmassacre:

Beholdmehere,divineZenocrate,

Raving,1mPatient,desperate,andmad,

BreakingmysteeledlanCe,WithwhichIburst

TheruStybeamSOfJanus,stempledoors,

LettingoutdeathandtyrannlZlngWar,

Tomarchwithmeunderthisbloodyflag.

げartI王,ⅠⅠ.iv.111-6)

Zenocrate,sdeathonlyserveSforh血asannaltouchtocompletehisdegenerationintoa

madslaughterer.Thisisthelaststageofhistransf6rmation･Afterthishecommitshimself

who11ytodestroyingandslaughteringwithoutthinkingofitsmeaning,OneeXamPleofwhich

maybethebumlngOfthetownofLarissawhereZenocratedied･The=asplrlngmind",

whichwasthemostbasicmotivefbrhisberoicactioninPartI,haslefthimentirely.Now

heseemstobefb1lowingadestruCtion-impulsecausedbytheemotionalpanic,butwhatis

importantisthatalongwiththisblindimpulsefortheindiscriminatedestruCtionanOther

impulse,theimpulsefbrselfこdestruCtioncanalsobeseen,Whichwilltakemorevisiblefbrm

whenheloseshisaimafterannhilatingthecityofBabylon.
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InActIVSceneiTamburlainejusti丘eshissadisticvi01enceandcruelty,declaringthe

missionwbichheisobligedtoexecute:

NoramImadearch-mOnarChoftheworld,

Crown'dandinvestedbythehandofJove,

Fordeedsofbountyornobility.

But,SinceIexerciseagreatername,

ThescourgeofGodandterrortotheworld,

Imustapplymyselfto丘tthoseterms,

Inwar,inblood,indeath,incruelty,

Andplaguesuchpeasantsasresistinme

Thepowerofheaven'seternalmajesty.
(PartII,ⅠⅤ.i.149-57)

Itis noteworthy that he denies hisinherent"nobility"which attractedthe minds of

TheridamasandZenocrateinearlystages.HisformerprlnCipleofactionhasgivenwayto

the丘rmawarenessofhisroleto"applyhimselftofit"thetermsof"thescourgeofGodand

terrortotheworld."Byimposingsuchapersonaonhimselfhehaslostnotonlyhisoriginal

nobility andpotentialin丘nitenessbutalsohisownidentityandffeewi11･Nowhisaimis

toactcompletelyasthe scourge ofGodwithoutlookingbackuntilGodcommandshim

tostop:

tillbyvisionorspeechIhear

ImmortalJovesay,"Cease,myTamburlaine!"

Iw皿Ipersistaterrortotheworld,‥.

(PartII,ⅠⅤ.i.197-9)

Heisnowlike amiserable mousein a trap without any hopeofescape.Hehasneither

Choice to askwhyhemustkeeponconqueringandslaughteringnorfreewilltoceasethe

meaningless reiteration ofmurder.Probablyhe
ftels neitherremorseinkillingmennor

Pleasureindestroyingbecausehissoundjudgementhasdoubtlesslygoneandhissensibility
hasbecomeparalyzed.Thelossofaiminlifeinevitablybringsaboutalossofjoyinlife,but

neverthelessheis compelled to exhausthimselfin killing afterkillingandconquestafter

COnqueSt WithoutanylnnermOtive.Theresultisspiritualstuporandboredomewithlife.

Suchisthehorrorofthespiritualstateinwhichhemustcontinuetolive.

FromthenonTamburlaine'sdeedsgetsextremelycruelandferociousontheonehand,

andmeaninglessandhollowontheother.Hissadisticmadnessisanothersideofcoinofhis

motivelessness.Literallyscourglng the Turkishkings ffom the chariot which they draw,

Tamburlaineshouts:

ThusamIrightthescourgeofhighestJove.
Andseethe丘gureofmydignity,

BywhichIholdmynameandmajesty.
(PartII,IV.iii.24-6)

This sceneis the climax ofPartIIand ofhismotivelessfury.Most frequentlyhe calls

himself"thescourgeofGod"inthelasttwoActsofPartII,Wherehissadismalsoreaches

thehighestdegree.InActVhehangstheCovemorofBayloninchains,drownsallthe

BabyloniancitizensinthelakeandburnsthesacredbooksofMahomedanism.

InPartIICalyphashasthedramaticfunctionofcriticizinghisfather'smadactionof

murderjustasZenocratecriticizedTamburlaine'sblindresolutiontochase"丘ckleempery"
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inPartI.Calyphassaysaboutthemeahingofkil1ingmenasfbllows:

Iknow,Sir,Whatitistokillaman.

Itworksremorseofconscienceinme,

Itakenopleasuretobemurderous,

Norcareforbloodwhenwinewillquenchmythirst.

(PartII,ⅠⅤ.i.27-30)

Calyphas,s view contains botha severecriticism ofTamburlaine,saimlessreiterationof

slaughterand,PrObably,aneWideaofvirtue:nOtTamburlaine'sconceptof"power"but

somekind of"wisdom"thatisnecessarytocutdowntheviciouscircleofendlessblood-

sheddingandtosaveTamburlainefromhisinfermalsituation･Therecanbenohopefora

newdevelopmentfromAmyrasandCelebinusbecausetheyareonlymimickingtheirfather

without realizingthehorriblesituationinwhichheiscon丘ned･Calyphas'scriticismis,

however,OutOfplaceandtooweakinsuchamadworldtoalterthedirectionofthewhole

situation,SOthatheisdispatchedbythehandofhisfather･

Now that he has degeneratedfrom the master ofhis fortune toaninstrumentOf

wrathfu1God,Whichisinrealitynothingbutaslavetothesituation,deathistheonly

salvationleft fbrhimwhichcaneVentual1y relievehimfromhissufftringinthenihilistic

situation.Immediately after burnlng the Turkish Koran,hedefies Mahomet:

Now,Mal10met,ifthouhaveanypower,

Comedownthyselfandworkamiracle.

Whysend,stthounotafuriouswhirlwinddown

ToblowthyAlcoranuPtOthythrone,‥.

OrvengeanceontheheadofTamburlaine

Thatshakeshisswordagainstthymajesty
Andspumstheabstractsofthyfoolishlaws?

(PartII,Ⅴ.i.185-6,190-1,193-5)

ThesewordsaddressedtoMahometseemnotsomuchade丘anceoforrailingagainstdivine

powerasthemaniftstationofhissubconsciousdesirefbrdeath･Heisanxioustobecon-

foundedbyGodjustbecausehemustremaininanintolerablesituation,Suffbringffomhis

inexorabledestinytocontinuetheboringrepetitionofmeaninglessconquestforeverunless
Godinflictswrathonhisownhead.Buthemustdieasahero.Heisextremelyafraidof

recognlZlngthathemayprovetobeanOrdinaryman,nOtaSuPerhumanbeing,atthetime

ofhisdeath:

Whatdaringgodtormentsmybodythus

AndseekstoconquermightyTamburlaine?
Shal1sicknessprovemetobeaman

Thathavebeenterm'dtheterrortotheworld?

(PartII,Ⅴ.揖.41-5)

IfTamburlaineallowsthisbitofrecognition,hemustalsoadmitthatal1hisactsasthe

scourgeofGodsofarhavehadnomeaningatallandatthesametimehisTVisond6treitself
isnearlydenied.Thereforehemustretaintheposeofchal1engingdivinepowerasheroical1y

ashecaneveninhisdeath-bed.Heisnotpermittedtotakeoffthemaskevenatthe{

momentofhisdeath.

-79-



Nobuhiro MIYACHI

Come,CarrymetOWaragainstthegods

ThattheyenvythehealthofTamburlaine.

(PartII,V.iii.52-3)

HeclingstothepersonaofthescourgeofGodevenwhenheimmoratalizeshisり丘eryspirit=

bywishinghischldrentobeasgreatconquerorsashimself,Showingthemtheunvanquished

PartSOnthemap.Yetweshouldnotoverlookthefaintlightofreliefwhichheisallowedto
havewhenhedies:

Now,eyeS,eI勺OyyOurlatestbene丘t,

And,Whenmysoulhathvirtueofyoursight,
Piercethroughthe℃omnandthesheetofgold
Andglutyourlongingswithaheavenofjoy.

(PartII,Ⅴ.iii.224-7)

Thusdeathaloneputsanendtohissufftringsinthespiritualhellofnhilism.

ⅠⅤ

IsitpossibletosaythattheprocessofTamburlaine,sdegenerationisessential1ynothing

buttheprocessofthedegenerationofthe"asplnngmind"itselfwhichMarloweembodied

inthe historical 丘gure ofthe MongolianCOnquerOr?Ifso,thenthe originalcause of

Tamburlaine'slapseintomotivelessness,OrSPiritualinertia,1ieshiddenintheveryideaof

the"asplnngmind".AndwecouldsaythatTamburlaine'stragedy,thatis,theね11into

nihilistic situation,Shows nothing but the tragedyofRenaissance humanismitselfwhich

discoveredandgl0ri丘edhumanfaculties.
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