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Forword

From Sept.10thto20th,2012,threeprofessors

including meand ten studentsofFaculty of

EducationinMieUniversityvisitedAuckland,New

Zealand.Itwasthesecondyearforourfacultyto

sendvisitgrouptoTheUniversityofAuckland.

Imyselfjoinedthevisitgroupthisyearforthe

firsttime,thoughIhadmyownseminarfromSept.

11thto14thinKumanoCityandjoinedlatetothe

visitgroupinSept.15th（andstayedonemoreday

afterthevisitgroupreturnedtoJapan）.

ItwasmyfirstvisittoNewZealand.Ivisited

TheUniversityofAucklandandthreeprimaryand

secondaryschoolsinandaroundAucklandCity.I

wasveryimpressedonNewZealanderschools,soin

thisreportI・dliketointroducesomecharacteristics

ofthem.

Bytheway,whatisthemeaningof・kiwischools・?

Mostofus,Japanesepeopleknowthatkiwiisa

nameofafruit;theshapeislikeeggandfleshofthe

fruitisgreen,sometimes

yellow andhavingmany

smallseeds.

AndIthinkthereare

notsomanyJapanesepeo-

plewhoknow thatitis

alsothenameofthebirdonthispicture.ForNew

Zealander,kiwiisabird.Ontheotherhand,they

callthenameofthatfruit・kiwifruit.・

Anddoyouknowthatthereisthethirdmeaning

of・kiwi・?Itisusedlike・kiwipeople・or・kiwi

school.・Itmeans・NewZelander.・

Sothemeaningofthetitleofmyreport,・three

kiwischool,・isofcoursenottheschoolofteaching

how to grow kiwitrees,butordinary New

Zealanderschools.

1.Schoolsystem inNewZealand

（http://www.delightstay.com/abroad/15.html）

Beforedescribingthreekiwischools,itisneces-

sarytoexplainNewZealanderschoolsystem.In
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OnThreeKiwiSchools:

AReportonMyFirstVisittoSchoolsinAuckland,NEW ZEALAND

ToshiakiSATOU

FacultyofEducationinMieUniversitybegantosendvisitgroupofprofessorsandstudentstoThe

UniversityofAucklandinNewZealandsince2011,sothisyear（2012）isthesecondyear.Imyself

joinedthevisitgroupforthefirsttimethisyearandvisitedoneprimaryschool,oneintermediate

schoolandonecollege（=uppersecondaryschool）inandnearAucklandCityduringSept.17thand

19th.

ThoseschoolareinthesimilardemocraticsocietylikeJapan,buttherearemanydifferent

characteristicsfromJapaneseprimaryandsecondaryschools.SoIwillintroducesomeofthedifferent

characteristicsinsomeNewZealanderschoolsinthisreport.

Keywords:schoolsystem,noentranceceremony,teacherslounge,differentactivitiesinthesameclass,

perfectionofrulingstudents,slogansontheclassroomwallencouragingstudents
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NewZealand,schoolyearbeginsinFebruaryand

endsinDecember.Oneschoolyearisdevidedinto

foursemesters.

Prettymuchdifferentfrom Japan,thereisno

entranceceremonyinFeburuary,becauseinNew

Zealand,everychildwhosefifthyearbirthdaywas

overhastherighttoenterprimaryschool.Fifth

yearchildrenentersschooloneafteranotherallthe

yearround.

InNewZealandelementaryeducationissixyears

long,thesamelengthasJapanbutbeginsaboutan

yearearlierthanJapan.

Secondaryeducationsystemisrathercomplicated

asindicatedinthefigureinthepreviouspage.

1.FullPrimarySchool:acombinedstyleof

primaryandlowersecondaryschool

2.Intermediate:7thand8thgrade

3.highSchool/SecondarySchool/College

:9thto13thgrade

4.unitedloweranduppersecondaryschool

:7thto10thgrade

5.unitedprimaryandsecondaryschool

:1stto13thgrade

Imyselfvisitedoneprimaryschool,oneinterme-

diateandonecollege.

Collegeisnotschoolofhighereducationbut

schoolofuppersecondaryeducation.

2.OratiaDistrictSchool

NowIwillintroducethreekiwischools.

Infact,Thevisitgroupvisitedfourschools.But

whenothermembersvisitedPunaKohungahunga,

akindergartenlocatedwithinEpsom Campusof

TheUniversityofAuckland.Epsom Campusis

about20minutesbybusfrom thecentreof

AucklandCity. Ourvisitinggroupexceptme

visitedthereonFri.September14th,butonthat

dayIwasstillinKumanoCity,Japan..

OratiaDistrictSchoollocatesinthewesternpart

ofAuckland.WevisitedthereinSept.17th.

WeJapanese13visitorsweredevidedintoeight

groups.Iandoneseniorstudentwhobelongsto

EnglishEducationCourseofourfacultyvisited

・ReceptionClass・.

It・saclassofthefirstgradersandtherearenine

kids.

Butonthatdaythereweremorechildren,more

thantwiceasregularmembers.

・ReceptionClass・meansthatfirstgraderchildren

welcomesomekindergartenchildrenwhointhe

nearfuturewillgooverfiveyearsoldandenterthis

school. So there

werewelcomemes-

sagestotheguest

thatday,including

the name ofour

student!

Iinfactwaspro-

posed to watch

otherclassandmis-

guidedtothisclass,

butIpreferredto

staythere!

Inthepictureinthenextpage,thereareboth

fiveyearsoldfirstgraderchildrenandfouryears

oldkindergartenchildren.Icannotdistinguisheach!

Theclassroomwasverycolorfulandflooringwas

coveredwithcarpet.Someparentsofpre-school

childrengatheredaroundthem.

Someparentbroughtawholecake.Theteacher

MsCarolHopeletonegirlcountthemembersthat

day.Laterthecakewascutintosmallpiecesand
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chilrentastedthematmorningteatime.

Beforeshowingthechildrenarealcake,Carol

talkedaboutcommonfraction.Childrenlearned

about・whole,・・half・and・quarter.・Learningmathe-

maticswasconnected with children・sordinary

concern.

Thenallfirstgraderandsecondgraderclass

membersandguests

childrengatheredin

thehallandenjoyed

dancing.

After that the

classandtheguests

wenttothelibrary.

Carolreadabook

forchildren.

Afteroneperiod

observation,thevice

principal of this

schoolshowedourvisitgrouparoundtheschool.

JapanesepupilAmatoNakamuraandhismother

AyaNakamurawentaroundwithus.

Amongmanyplaceswevisited,therewasone

strangeroom.

Inonecornerofthisroomthereweremanyinstru-

mentlikeelectricguitars.

Andinthenextcornerthereweredisplayofthe

resultsofmathematicslearning.

Throughthisphotowecanobservethelearning

tasktoguesswhatmathschildrenusedwhenthey

hadbuilttheirtowers.Chilrenmadepapercraft

towerandthenreflecttheprocedureofmaking

frommathematicalaspect.Idon・tknowinwhich

OnThreeKiwiSchools
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gradechilrenlearnthisbutitisveryinterestingfor

me.

3.RemueraIntermediateSchool

RemueraIntermediateSchoollocateseastern

partofAucklandnearEpsomCampusofUniversity

ofAuckland.Itisanintermediateschoolsoitonly

has7thgradersand8thgraders.

Atthefrontofourvisit,PrincipalMsJanetExon

welcomedusandexplainedaboutthisschool.This

room below isteacherslounge.Ithinkperhaps

everyschoolinNZhasthiskindofroomforteach-

erstorestandcommunicateeachother.There・no

roomcrowdedwithdeskslikeJapaneseSHOKUIN-

SHITSU（staffroom）.

Teachersjoinfrom10:30to11:00formorningtea

time. It・ssuch alongbreakcompared with

Japaneseteachers.

Thenfourfemalestudentscametothisroom.

PrincipalJanetsaidthegirlatthefarrightwho

introducedthemselveshasJapanesemother,butitis

notonlyshewhospeakJapaneseinthisschool.

Thereisasubject,JAPANESEintheschoolcur-

riculum.

Wevisitorsweredevidedintofourgroupsand

thesefourfemalestudentstookeachgroupand

showedusaroundtheschool.

Thoughthegirlwholedmygroupwerealittle

bitshyanddidn・ttalktousindividually,theyknew

wellwhattodoandwhattoexplaintous.Iwas

verysurprisedatpositivemindandactionofstu-

dents.

They are membersofschoolcouncil,like

SEITOKAIinJapan.Theyarenominatedfrom

studentsandsoarerespectedbythem.

AnotherpointthatIwassurprisedwasthatfour

studentswerepermittedtogooutofclassroom

duringlessonperiodtotakecareofvisitors.Ithink

inJapanesejuniorhighschoolsitisdifficultfor

somestudentstogooutofclassroomduringlesson

timeanddosomeotheractivity.

Therewasanothersurprisingthingforme.

Inthefrontspaceofthisschool,therewasaplate

whichhonorsHeadBoyandHeadGirlofeach

schoolyear.

Thisschoolispublicschool.AndinJapanitis

impossiblethatpublicjuniorhighschoolhonors

mostvaluablepersonamongitsstudents.

Thisisalessonofscience.

Eachgrouparedoingdifferentactivity.
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Itisordinaryinkiwischools.

Childrenaredoingdifferentactivitiesinthesame

classroomaccordingtotheirlearningability.Itis

notconsideredasdiscriminationbutconcideredto

meetneedsofeachlearner.Itisveryverydifferent

fromJapan.

ThisisJapaneseLanguagelesson.Theteacher

saidtomesheishalfChinese,quarterRussianand

quarterJapanese.Andshealsosaidtome,・Please

cometomyclass.Todaywehavetest.・

Iwasnotsurewhysheinvitedmetotheclass

wherestudentshaveatest.ShouldIobservethe

studentsansweringcalmly?

ButsoonwhenIenteredintotheclassroom,I

understood.Itwascheckingtimewhethereach

studentmasteredusingsomepatternofselfintro-

duction.

Studentsgroupedintopairsandcheckedoral

speecheachother.Thentheycalledteacherand

askedforchecking.

IthinkonepartofJapanesesentencepatterns

theywereusingwasinsufficient.

Studentssaidinselfintroduction,・Aucklandkara

desu.・Butitshouldbe,・Aucklandkarakimashita.・

4.PakurangaCollege

Pakurangacollegelocatesintheeasternpartof

Auckland.

Collegeisnotaninstituteofhighereducation,but

secondaryeducation. Ithasstudentsfrom 9th

gradersto13thgraders.

AboutthisschoolI・dliketoreporttwosurprising

pointsforme.

Point1:Someteachers・eagernessormindto

perfectionofrulingstudentsinsomespecial

fields:keepingquiet,notdisturbingothers

andconcentration.

OnThreeKiwiSchools
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SheisateacherofEnglish,theirmotherlan-

guage.Thisisa9thgraderclass.

Herspeechtostudentswereveryclear.

Andsheneverlookedovereverysinglestudents・

actionwhichwasagainstrulestokeepconcentration

inthelesson.

InmyownlectureinMieUniversity,students

frequentlybegintochat.Imakecautionsometime

butnoteverytime.ButIlearnedinNewZealand

thatconsistencyisimportantbecauseithasaserious

relationtostudents・relianceonteachers.Teacher

shouldactunderthesameruleeverytime.

Point2:Somewordsorsloganontheclass-

room wall

IsawthesewordsbelowinPakurangaCollege.

Toliveacreativelifewemustloseourfear

ofbeingwrong.

IknowasimilarsloganinJapan:Classroomisa

place where chilren can fail（=Kyoshitsu wa

machigautokoroda.）

Idon・tknowhowthesesayingsaandslogans

effectstudents・schooollife.NexttimeIvisitkiwi

schoolsIwillinterviewwithstudents.

Afterword

IknowwellthatcharacteristicsIintroducedin

thisreportderivefrom whatIcametoknow

throughmyvisittoeachsingleprrimary,intermedi-

ateschoolandcollege.

SoatnextstageIhavetoexaminewhetherthese

characteristicscanbeadoptedinmanyotherkiwi

schoolsaswell.Itwillbemytaskatnextvisitto

Aucklandin2013.

Iam especiallyinterestedinmultiplelearning

processesinthesameclassroom:isitpopularin

manyschools?anddoesitworkwell?

SoIwillkeeponresearchingkiwischools!
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Don・tbeasheepbe

proudbeunique

Standtallstandproud

・We・reallin this

together!・Standup

againstBullying

Intelligenceisknow-

ingwhattodowhen

you don・t know

whattodo.




