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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify the feelings of the family members having end-stage cancer
patients in university hospital and to find out nursing interventions to them.

The subjects were eight. The data were collected using a semi-structured interview. And the
following results were obtained through qualitative analysis.

Feelings were classified into five categories: <feelings as Co-sufferer ) <feelings to patient as
Care-giver) {feelings to themselves as Care-giver) {feelings to medical treatment, nursing treatment,
and medical staff as Care-giver) (feelings in family system).

As Co-sufferer, family members were eager that patients would be better even at end-stage, so they
had built all their wishes on medical treatment. It was showed that these feelings were characteristic
in university hospital. As Care-giver, they were committed to take care of patients devotedly, while
they have been suffering. It was thought that their positive feelings to medical staff reflected security
and trust on the staff, and also good relationship with other family members.

It is important for nurse to have sympathy for their wishes on medical treatment, and also to have
the sensibility such as questioning toward the mission that university hospital takes medical treatment
at the first as their priority. And we need to pay more attention to family members who take care of
patients with more satisfaction and fewer loads. And also we need to endeavor to establish more
relations with family members. In addition, we should assess the whole family, and adjust the

relations among family members, if necessary.

Key Words: University Hospital, End-stage Cancer Patients, Feelings of Family Members
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