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Abstract

We conducted a study with pediatric cancer patients who received intrathecal injection under

intravenous anesthesia, with an objective to elucidate how pre-, per-, and post-treatment interventions

affect children’s perception of the treatment. Four pediatric cancer patients (age range 3-11 years)

who were hospitalized in the pediatric ward and scheduled to receive intrathecal injection underwent

pre-, per-, and post-treatment interventions. A qualitative analysis of data revealed the following

findings:

1. None of the four patients knew what was done to them while they were asleep under anesthesia.

Following a pre-treatment intervention that informed them of the treatment, patients showed no
sign of confusion in the surgery room before receiving anesthesia. Moreover, post-treatment
observation of their activities and conversations suggested their understanding of the treatment and
its procedures.

. All four patients chose their own means to cope during the treatment, such as negotiating with the
physician or focusing on their favorite activities, and created a feeling that they underwent
treatment by themselves.

. Following a pre-treatment intervention that explained procedures, three patients had fragmentary
understanding. With help from healthcare professionals during the treatment, these patients were
able to recall details of the explanation; they did not show any signs of confusion.

A three-year-old male patient showed no unusual behavior during pre- or per-treatment
observations. During post-treatment playtime, however, he showed emotional responses that
suggested refusal of the treatment, such as tying the hands of an Anpanman doll that was in the role

of a physician, in order to prevent the toy from giving him the treatment, saying, “He will do it

again” and “I’'m scared.”

Key Words: children’s perception, pediatric cancer patients, intrathecal injection,

intravenous anesthesia
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