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The study of moxibustion treatment for peripheral neuropathy

caused by Paclitaxel of a chemotherapeutic agent

— Through six clinical case studies —

Kyoko UMEOKA, Mayumi TsuUJIkKAWA and Kazuko ONISHI

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the effectiveness of self-applied fireless moxibustion

treatment for peripheral neuropathy induced by Paclitaxel of a chemotherapeutic agent. The subjects

were six cancer patients treated with Paclitaxel.

The patients treated the moxibustion by themselves for 2 hours a day, 3 times a week and continued

for 4-9 weeks. Neurological assessment was performed by Semmes-Weistein monofilament test,

Numerical Rating Scale (NRS), POMS and SF-8 ™. Additionally they were interviewed about the

subjective evaluation of the moxibustion by the researcher.

As a result, there was no significant reduction in the neurological objective evaluation. But three

patients were relieved from their numbness subjectively. The common characteristics for three

patients were the followings,

1. The peripheral neuropathy was not severe.

2. The moxibustion treatment was continued by the patients’ willingness.

3. The patients felt the effectiveness of the moxibustion within a few weeks of starting.

4. The patients had strong interest to deal with the peripheral neuropathy.

It was suggested that the patients wanted to decrease their peripheral neuropathy could utilize the

moxibustion by themselves.

Key Words: Paclitaxel, peripheral neuropathy, moxibustion
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