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Local Marine Environments in Ago-Bay-II

Takashi KOIKE

Faculity of Fisheries, Mie University

In recent years, profound attention has been directed to conservation of the
environment of various marine culture grounds in the inlet waters. For the pur-
pose of understanding the factors vital for this conservation, there is need to
clarify characteristics of the water flow, as well as the distribution and fluctu-
ation patterns of dissolved and suspended matter. This was the purpose of the
present study.

Observations were carried out for one year in Ago Bay, situated on the Paci-
fic coast of central Japan, where pearl oysters (Pinctada fucata martensii) and
green algae (Monostroma latissimum) are densely cultured.

The results obtained may be summarized as follows : Direction of the tidai flow
in the upper layer was generally opposite that of the flow in the lower layer, and
its velocity was always higher in the upper layer. It was estimated that most of
the waters in the area studied were replaced in the course of a day. Concentra-
tions of suspended matters were always higher in the lower layers in summer,
but no trace could be found of them in winter.
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